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EDITORDEN

Sayin Okurlarimiz,

SDE Akademi Dergisi’'nin May1s 2026 saystyla sizleri yeniden selam-
lamaktan memnuniyet duyuyoruz. Uluslararasi hakemli akademik bir
dergi olarak SDE Akademi, sosyal bilimlerin farkli alanlarinda ytiriitiilen
nitelikli ¢aligmalari akademik kamuoyuyla bulusturmay; giincel meseleleri
teorik derinlik, yontemsel dikkat ve disiplinler arast bakigla degerlendiren
arastirmalara zemin hazirlamayi siirdiirmektedir. Evet, insanlik yine savas,
afet, iklim krizi, giivenlik ikilemleri ve kiiltiirel dontistimlerle ugrastyor;
akademinin de bu karmasaya diizenli ctimleler ve kaynakealarla anlam ver-
me gibi pek hafif olmayan bir gorevi var. Bu sayimizda yer alan bes makale

de tam olarak bu ¢abanin giiclii 6rneklerini sunmaktadir.

May1s 2026 sayimizin ilk makalesi, Anadolu Universitesi Iktisadi ve
Idari Bilimler Fakiiltesi Siyasal Bilim ve Kamu Yonetimi Boliimii 6gre-
tim {yesi Prof. Dr. Murat Ercan ile yiiksek lisans 6grencisi Zafer Ceylan
tarafindan kaleme alinan Ingilizce calismadir. “Rusya-Ukrayna Savagt
Sonrasi Avrupa Birligi’nde Ortak Savunma Politikasi: Avrupa Ordu-
su Gergekgi Bir Hedef mi?” baglikli makale, 2022 yilinda baglayan Rus-
ya-Ukrayna Savast sonrasinda Avrupa Birligi'nin NATO’dan bagimsiz bir
“Avrupa Ordusu” kurma kapasitesini kurumsal, siyasal ve stratejik boyut-
lartyla analiz etmektedir. Calisma, modern uluslararasi sistemin anarsik ya-
pist ve degisen giivenlik mimarisi baglaminda AB’nin mevcut biitiinlesme
diizeyiyle merkezi bir askeri komuta yapisina gegisinin ne 6l¢iide miimkiin

oldugunu sorgulamakradir.
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Makalede Fransa, Almanya, Polonya ve Italya gibi iiye devletlerin fark-
lilagan tehdit algilar ve stratejik 6ncelikleri; realizm, liberal kurumsalcilik
ve neo-fonksiyonalizm teorileri 1s1g1nda ele alinmaktadir. Realist yaklagim,
savunmanin egemenligin ¢ekirdegini olusturdugunu ve bu alanin devrinin
gii¢c oldugunu vurgularken; neo-fonksiyonalist bakis, PESCO ve savun-
ma sanayii is birlikleri {izerinden sinirli bir biitiinlesme dinamigine isa-
ret etmektedir. Calismanin dikkat ¢ekici yonlerinden biri de Tiirkiye'nin
NATO igindeki konumu, Karadeniz ve Dogu Akdenizdeki rolii ile gelisen
savunma sanayii kapasitesini Avrupa giivenlik mimarisinde diglanamaz bir
degisken olarak degerlendirmesidir. Makale, kisa ve orta vadede tam tesek-
kiillii bir Avrupa Ordusu hedefinin gergekei goriinmedigini; buna kargilik
kriz odakli, hizli konuglandirilabilir, modiiler ve esnek bir “Avrupa Acil
Miidahale Kuvveti” modelinin daha uygulanabilir bir segcenek oldugunu

ortaya koymakrtadir.

Bu sayimizdaki ikinci makale, Adiyaman Universitesi Tktisadi ve Ida-
ri Bilimler Fakiiltesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi Bolimi 6gretim
tiyesi Dr. Adem Cerer’in “Risk Toplumunda Sakinim Politikasi: Afet-
lere Karst Onleyici Yaklagimlar” baslikli calismasidir. Makale, Tiirkiyede
afetlere yonelik sakinim politikalarini risk toplumu ¢ergevesinde incele-
mektedir. Afetlerin sikligy, cesitliligi ve yol agtigt maddi-manevi kayiplarin
buytikltigi dikkate alindiginda, miidahale ve iyilestirme odakli geleneksel
afet yonetimi anlayisinin sinirlart daha agik bigimde goriilmektedir. In-
sanlik felaketi bekleyip sonra “Bunu nasil onleyebilirdik?” diye toplanu
yapmay1 seviyor ne yazik ki; bu ¢alisma ise tam tersine onleyici yaklagimin

neden hayati oldugunu akademik diizlemde tartugmaktadir.

Dr. Ceren’in ¢aligmasinda oncelikle risk toplumu kavrami ele alinmak-
ta, ardindan afetlerin degisen yapist ve sakinim politikalarinin rolt deger-
lendirilmektedir. Tiirkiye'nin afet risk profili, basta deprem olmak iizere
farkls afet tiirlerinin olusturdugu tehditler tizerinden incelenmekte; afet

politikalari kurumsal, hukuki ve planlama boyutlariyla analiz edilmekte-
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dir. Nitel aragtirma yontemlerinden dokiiman analizi teknigiyle hazirla-
nan makale, Tirkiye'nin gegmisten giiniimiize birgok yikici afete maruz
kaldigini ve sakinim politikalarinin farkli kurumsal belgelerde giderek
daha fazla yer buldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Bununla birlikte ¢alisma,
soz konusu politikalarin uygulanmasinda kargilagilan sorunlara da dikkat
cekerek afet yonetiminde 6nleyici ve biitiinciil bir yaklagimin gerekliligini

vurgulamakeadir.

Ucgiincii makalemiz, Ankara Yildirim Beyazit Universitesi Siyasal Bil-
giler Fakiiltesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi Boliimi‘nden Prof. Dr.
Seyit Ali Avcu ile yiiksek lisans 6grencisi Mohammad Khan Sultan: tara-
findan kaleme alinan Ingilizce galismadir. “2021 Sonrasi Afganistan ve
Pakistan: Giivensizlik ve Yanlis Algi Déngiisii” baglikli makale, ABD
giiclerinin Afganistan’dan ¢ekilmesi ve Taliban’in 2021 yilinda yeniden ik-
tidara gelmesinin ardindan Afganistan-Pakistan iligkilerinde devam eden

giivenlik ikilemini incelemektedir.

Calisma, dini, kiiltiirel ve tarihsel ortakliklara ragmen iki tilke arasin-
daki iligkilerin sinir catigmalari, karsilikli su¢lamalar ve artan giivensizlik
nedeniyle daha da kirilganlastgini ortaya koymaktadir. Makalenin temel
iddiasi, iki tilke arasindaki gerilimin yalnizca dogrudan askeri tehditler-
den degil, daha ¢ok algiya dayali giivensizlikten beslendigidir. Somiirge
doéneminden miras kalan sinir sorunlari, ulusal kimlik tartismalars, ic siyasi
kirilganliklar ve 6zellikle Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan gibi sinir asan silahli
gruplarin faaliyetleri, korku ve misilleme dongiisiinii derinlestirmektedir.
Resmi belgeler ve akademik literatiire dayanan nitel analiz, giiven aruric
onlemler, ortak sinir yonetimi ve militanligin ortak bir tehdit olarak kabul
edilmesi saglanmadik¢a Afganistan-Pakistan giivenlik ikileminin diploma-

tik temaslara ragmen devam edecegini gostermektedir.

Bu sayimizdaki dérdiincii makale, Kara Harp Okulu Uluslararasi Ilis-
kiler Boliimii'nden Dr. Mehmet Erkin Kara'nin Ingilizce olarak kaleme
aldig1 “Iklim Degisikliginin Ortadogu Su Kaynaklarina Etkisi” baslikli
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calismadir. Makale, iklim degisikligi sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan sicaklik ar-
uglart ve yagis miktarindaki distislerin tathi su kaynaklari, tarim arazileri,
verimlilik, ekonomik biiyiime ve giivenlik tizerindeki etkilerini Ortadogu
ozelinde incelemektedir. Ortadogu, iklim degisikligine bagli su kitligini en
yogun bi¢imde yasayan bélgelerden biri olarak 6ne ¢ikmakta; bu durum
yalnizca cevresel degil, ayni zamanda ekonomik, toplumsal ve giivenlik

boyutlari olan ¢ok katmanl: bir sorun alani olusturmakreadir.

Dr. Kara'nin ¢aligmas, iklim degisikliginin Ortadogu'daki su kaynakla-
rina etkisini bes ana baslik altinda degerlendirmektedir. “Iklim degisikligi
nedir?” sorusundan hareketle diinyada iklim degisikliginin etkileri, mevcut
Ortadogu su kaynaklari, iklim degisikliginin bolgesel su kaynaklarina yan-
stmalar1 ve sorunun diger uluslararas iligkiler boyutlar: ele alinmaktadir.
Makalede iklim degisikligi, zirveden yuvarlanan bir kartopunun eteklerde
¢1ga doniismesi benzetmesiyle agiklanmakta; cevresel etkilerin zaman igin-
de giivenlik, kalkinma ve toplumsal istikrar alanlarinda daha biiyiik krizle-
re yol agabilecegi vurgulanmaktadir. Calisma, uluslararast iliskiler disiplini
agisindan iklim krizinin yalnizca ¢evre politikalarinin degil, ayni zamanda
bolgesel giivenlik ¢aligmalarinin da merkezinde yer almasi gerektigini gos-

termektedir.

Bu sayimizin son makalesi, Pittsburgh Universitesi'nden Dr. Yusuf
Emrah ilikin “Modern Mitler ve Kimlik Uretimi: Amerikan Siiper
Kahramanlarinin Kiiltiirel Sosyolojik Analizi” baslikli calismasidir. Ma-
kale, Amerikan kiiltiiriiniin kimlik inga siirecini ve bu siiregte ¢izgi roman
kahramanlarinin roliinii halk bilimsel bir yaklagimla ele almaktadir. Ame-
rikan siiper kahramanlari, yalnizca popiiler kiiltiir figiirleri olarak degil,
toplumun ahlaki ve etik degerlerini temsil eden modern mitolojik karak-
terler olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Insanlik magara duvarlarindan sinema

evrenlerine kadar kahraman iiretmeyi hi¢ birakmadi; sadece pelerinler

daha pahali hale geldi.

Dr. 1lik'in ¢alismasi, bu kahramanlarin kiiltiirel kodlarin yeni nesille-

re aktarilmasinda onemli bir arag islevi gordiigiinti ortaya koymaktadir.

SDE AKADEMI DERGISI X




Marvel ve Hollywood kahramanlari 6rnekleminde ele alinan ¢alisma, bu
karakterlerin Yunan, Roma ve Tiirk mitolojisindeki benzer figiirlerle ortak
evrensel mitolojik temalara dayandigini gostermektedir. Makalenin temel
amaci, kimlik insasinda masal kahramanlarinin ¢izgi film ve ¢izgi roman
kahramanlarina déniigtimiiniin ne 6lgiide etkili oldugunu analiz etmektir.
Bu yoniiyle calisma, modern toplumlarda mit, kimlik ve popiiler kiiltiir

arasindaki iliskiye dikkat ¢ekici bir akademik katk: sunmaktadir.

SDE Akademi Dergisi’nin Mayis 2026 saysi, giivenlikten afet yone-
timine, iklim krizinden bélgesel iliskilere, kiiltiirel sosyolojiden kimlik
tiretimine uzanan genis bir akademik yelpaze sunmaktadir. Bu ¢esitlilik,
sosyal bilimlerin yalnizca olup biteni kayda geciren degil, ayn1 zamanda
karmasik meseleleri anlamlandiran, tartismaya agan ve yeni diisiinme im-

kanlari tireten niteligini bir kez daha gostermektedir.

Bu vesileyle, makaleleriyle dergimize katki sunan degerli yazarlarimi-
za, hakemlik siireglerinde emek veren akademisyenlerimize ve dergimizin
yayimlanmasinda gorev alan tiim calisma arkadaslarimiza tesekkiir ede-
riz. SDE Akademi Dergisi Yayin Kurulu olarak, dergimize gelen maka-
lelerin yalnizca akademik literatiire katki sunmasini degil, ayni zamanda
akademisyenlikte gii¢lii bir biling, sorumluluk ve diistinsel derinlik olus-
turmasint da 6nemsedigimizi 6zellikle vurgulamak isteriz. Yeni sayimizin
akademik camiaya, aragtirmacilara ve tiim okurlarimiza faydali olmasini

temenni ederiz.

Prof. Dr. Tevfik ERDEM
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COMMON SECURITY AND DEFENCE
POLICY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
AFTER THE RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR: IS A
EUROPEAN ARMY A REALISTIC GOAL?

Murat ERCAN’ - Zafer CEYLAN™

Abstract

This study analyzes the European Union’s capacity to establish a “European Army”
independent of NATO following the Russia—Ukraine War that began in 2022, focusing

on institutional, political, and strategic dimensions, and questions whether a transition
toward a centralized military command structure is feasible within the EU’s current level
of integration under the anarchic structure of the international system and the evolvin
security architecture. In this context, the transformation of EU security policy, along wit
the differing threat perceptions and strategic priorities of member states such as France,
Germany, Poland, and Italy, is examined through the theoretical lenses of realism,
liberal institutionalism, and neo-functionalism; while realism emphasizes defense as
a core element of sovereignty that is difficult to transfer, neo-functionalism highlights
limited integration dynamics through mechanisms such as PESCO and defense industry
cooperation. The analysis demonstrates that the unanimity requirement in EU treaties,
NfTO} institutional dominance, the United States’ security guarantees, and member
states’ reluctance to delegate military authority constitute the main structural barriers
to a centralized European army, while divergences between NATO-oriented countries
like Poland and the ga[tic states and Frances strategic autonomy vision represent a key
political constraint. In addition, Tiirkiyes position within NATO, its strategic role in
the Black Sea and Eastern Mediterranean, and its growing defense industry capaci
are identified as important variables in the European security architecture. Ovem/l'Z
the study concludes that a fully-fledged European Army is not realistic in the short to
medium term, whereas a crisis-oriented, rapidly deployable, modular, and flexible
“European Rapid Reaction Force” appears to be a more feasible alternative.

Keywords: European Army, NATO, PESCO, Russia-UkraineWar, Strategic Autonomy
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RUSYA-UKRAYNA SAVASI SONRASI
AVRUPA BIRLIGI’NDE ORTAK SAVUNMA
POLITIKASI: AVRUPA ORDUSU GERCEKCI

BIR HEDEF Mi?

Murat ERCAN - Zafer CEYLAN

Oz

Bu ¢alisma, 2022 yilinda baglayan Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi sonrasinda Avrupa Birli-
gi'nin NATOdan bagimsiz bir “Avrupa Ordusu” kurma kapasitesini kurumsal, si-
yasal ve stratejik boyutlariyla analiz etmekte ve modern uluslararasi sistemin anarsik
yapisi ile degisen gitvenlik mimarisi ¢ercevesinde ABnin mevcut biitiinlesme diizeyiyle
merkezi bir askeri komuta yapisina gegisinin ne ilgiide miimkiin oldugunu sorgula-
maktadsr. Bu kapsamda, ABnin giivenlik politikalarindaki doniigiim ile iiye devlet-
lerin (Fransa, Almanya, Polonya ve ltalya gibi) farklilasan tehdit algilar: ve stratejik
oncelikleri realizm, liberal kurumsalcilik ve neo-fonksiyonalizm teorileri i51ginda in-
celenmektedir. Realist yaklagim savunmanin egemenligin cekirdegini olusturdugunu
ve devredilmesinin gii¢ oldugunu vurgularken, neo-fonksiyonalist perspektif PESCO
ve savunma sanayii is birlikleri iizerinden sinirly bir biitiinlesme dinamigine isaret
etmektedir. Yapilan analizler, AB antlasmalarindaki oybirligi sarts, NATOnun ku-
rumsal agirligs, ABDnin giivenlik garantileri ve iiye devletlerin askeri yetkilerini
devretme konusundaki isteksizliklerinin merkezi bir Avrupa ordusu oniindeki temel
yapisal engeller oldugunu ortaya koymaktadsr. Ayrica, Polonya ve Baltik dilkelerinin
NATO merkezli giivenlik anlayist ile Fransa'nin stratejik ozerklik vizyonu arasindaki
farkliliklar siivecin en nemli siyasal kisttina olusturmaktadsr. Ote yandan Tiirkiyenin
NATO igindeki konumu, Karadeniz ve Dogu Akdenizdeki rolii ve gelisen savunma
sanayii kapasitesi Avrupa giivenlik mimarisinde dislanamaz bir degisken olarak one
ctkmaktadir. Bu cercevede, kisa ve orta vadede tam tesekkiillii bir Avrupa Ordusu
hedefi gercekei goriinmemekte; buna karsilik kriz odakls, hizli konuglandirilabilir,
modiiler ve esnek bir “Avrupa Acil Miidahale Kuvveti” modeli daha wygulanabilir bir
secenek olarak one cikmalktadhy.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Avrupa Ordusu, NATO,PESCO, Rusya-Ukrayna Savast,Stra-
tejik Ozerklik
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Murat Ercan - Zafer Ceylan

Introduction

Throughout the historical process, states have established alliances for
security, economic interests, and ideological reasons, over time, these alliances
have transformed into broader political partnerships. Due to the anarchic
structure of the international system, states have turned toward balance of power
policies or institutionalized collective structures to guarantee their security.
Since the emergence of the modern state, thinkers have articulated the idea of
a united Europe beyond national interests (Dinan, 2008: 17). The function of
alliances has not remained limited to being merely military tools but has also
been decisive in the formation of political identity and norms. In this context,
the concept of security has moved beyond military capacity in a narrow sense
and has been shaped by a perception of shared threats and an understanding
of a collective destiny. European states, exhausted by wars, aimed to make war
impossible and preferred to establish a legal order. The quest for peace made
possible the establishment of a European union shaped around universal values
and international law (Cesim, 2019: 18). This process demonstrates that security
in Europe has been reconstructed on a corporate, normative, and collective basis,

moving away from the understanding of the balance of power.

Following the Second World War, the international system accelerated both
security institutionalization and economic integration in Europe. The destruction
caused by the war led to the questioning of modernity’s understanding of
progress. While trying to end European civil wars, Europe faced a new ideological
polarization. The destruction of the war and Soviet expansionism led Western
European states to establish collective defense mechanisms. Thus, security turned
into a shared responsibility. The Cold War created a bipolar system that divided
states into Eastern and Western blocs (Ozcan, 2025: 18). The leadership of both
blocs was shaped in line with ideological and geopolitical approaches. Within
this framework, in line with the need for the institutionalization of the emerging
security architecture, NATO (NATO, 2026), established in 1949, became the
fundamental pillar of European security. Europe met its security needs under Soviet
pressure through the USA and NATO. However, this situation limited Europe’s
independent defense capacity and increased dependence on the USA (Gékeepe,

SDE AKADEMI DERGISI 165




Common Security and Defence Policy of The European Union After The Russia-Ukraine War-:....

2024: 164). NATO also became an institutional reflection of the transatlantic
value system. The presence of the USA reduced the need for European states to
pursue independent power policies. Since its establishment, the USA has played
a central role in NATO’s strategy, providing the bulk of military capacity and
nuclear deterrence (Ercan, 2025). For this reason, NATO has become not only
a military alliance but also one of the most important structures of the Western
world, institutionalized on the axis of security, political solidarity, and strategic

cooperation.

This situation led to the emergence of a functional division of labor between
security and integration. The security umbrella provided by NATO made it
possible for Western Europe to focus on economic recovery and integration
processes. In this context, the integration process that began with the European
Coal and Steel Community (Onen, 1989: 42), aimed to establish permanent
peace through economic interdependence. The main objective of the community
in question was to create an economic union by removing trade barriers between
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Italy, and especially Germany and France
(Ayanoglu, 1995: 50; Bilici, 2005: 11). Thus, strategic sectors constituting the
capacity for the reproduction of war were left to the supervision of a supranational
authority. Following the resolution of France’s concerns regarding Germany’s
rearmament, the idea of the “European Defence Community (EDC)”(NATO,
2026), which aimed to integrate Europe’s military capacity and create a common
army, came to the agenda (Demir, 2009: 18). This development shows that
Europe’s quest for strategic autonomy and collective security has been a subject of
discussion since earlier periods. Throughout the Cold War, a de facto division of
labor was formed between European security and European integration. Within
this framework, while military security was left to NATO, European communities
deepened economic and institutional integration. This situation led European
integration to deliberately acquire a “non-military” character. Thus, the European
Union developed as a normative peace project rather than a project based on
accumulating power in the classical sense. However, the complete externalization
of security also created a structural dependency relationship in the long run.
In the post-1990 period, the European Union began to become a more visible

actor in the field of defense through the Common Security and Defence Policy.
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This development is a reflection of Europe’s effort to redefine security within the

framework of its own political identity.

The large-scale military intervention by Russia against Ukraine in 2022
created a new breaking point in the European security architecture. This war
shook Europe’s “post-historical” peace assumption and showed that continental
security is still subject to classical geopolitical competition. This development
brought discussions of “strategic autonomy” and a European Army back to the
agenda within the European Union; it made the question of whether the EU can
create a defense capacity independent of NATO more visible. Thus, the tension
between the normative foundations of European integration and power politics

has reappeared.

Today, the European Army debate is not limited only to military capacity;
it is also related to the sharing of sovereignty, democratic legitimacy, and
European identity. Although the European Union has deepened economic and
legal integration, defense continues to be one of the fundamental dimensions of
national sovereignty. Since a common army would require the transfer of war and
peace decisions to a supranational level, this situation represents a radical stage
of integration. This study analyzes the extent to which the current institutional
and political structure of the European Union is conducive to establishing a
European Army independent of NATO following the Russia—Ukraine War. The
main argument here is that due to weak political integration and the sovereignty
sensitivities of member states in the short and medium term, the probability of
establishing a centralized European Army is limited; conversely, security crises are

deepening a gradual and functional integration in the field of defense.

1. The Possibility of a European Army in Light of Theories

The realist approach defines the international system as an anarchic structure
and treats states as rational actors trying to maximize their security. Within this
framework, defense policy constitutes one of the core areas of authority of the
state and is where the transfer of state sovereignty is most difficult. According to

Weber, the state is a human community that claims the monopoly of the legitimate
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use of physical force within a given territory (Weber, 1998: 131). According to
realist theory, states follow strategies to increase their power capacities and ensure
their security in order to survive in the international system. In this context, the
development of cooperation between Germany and France against the Soviet
threat despite their historical rivalries, and their becoming the central powers of
the European Union today, reveals the transformative effect of systemic pressures
on state behavior ($6hret, 2012: 300). The realist approach attaches importance to
the national security capacity of the state and the principle of self-help, therefore,
the European Army debate is evaluated from a cautious and limiting perspective
in the context of the transfer of military capacity, one of the core elements of
sovereignty, to a supranational structure. In this framework, the realization of the
idea of a European Army is seen as possible only with the presence of a common
and high-level perception of external threats. Indeed, although the Russia-
Ukraine War has increased the perception of threat in Europe, from a realist
perspective, the security priorities of member states are not homogeneous, while
Russia poses an existential threat to the Baltic countries and Poland, migration,
Mediterranean security, and energy stability emerge as more priority security issues
for Southern European countries. This differentiation significantly complicates
the sustainability of a common military command structure and an integrated
European defense architecture. Additionally, realists evaluate the existence of
NATO as the fundamental determinant of the European security architecture
and argue that European states already have an institutional structure that meets
their security needs under the US umbrella. Especially the nuclear deterrence and
advanced military capacity provided by the USA make the necessity of a separate
defense structure for Europe controversial. In this context, the European Army
initiative is seen as a limited possibility in the realist perspective because it carries
the risk of creating a second security architecture competing with or parallel to
NATO. From the US perspective, the US’s distanced stance towards a European
army that it understands it cannot lead can be explained by a realist level of
distrust (Erkul, 2023: 994). It will be a tool for understanding the explanation

of the action.

Liberal institutionalism, on the other hand, argues that cooperation is

possible in the international system and that international institutions can shape
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state behavior. This approach suggests that institutions reduce uncertainty and
facilitate cooperation by increasing interdependence between states. According
to neo liberal institutionalism, peace and prosperity are possible through
independent states combining their resources and creating integrated structures
aimed at economic growth and the solution of regional problems by delegating
authority in certain areas of their sovereignty (Ayta¢ and Yorulmaz, 2023: 97).
In this context, Fukuyama (1999: 118) states that societies tend to integrate into
global developments, but they can achieve this largely to the extent that they
comply with the principles of economic liberalism. Accordingly, international
institutions function not only as structures that facilitate cooperation but also
as institutional frameworks that guide the preferences of states and deepen

integration processes in the long run.

Viewed from this perspective, the European Union already represents a
high level of institutional integration, and the field of defense can be considered
an advanced and complementary stage of this process. Accordingly, the liberal
institutionalist approach predicts that the existing institutional structure of the
European Union can expand toward the field of defense. In an environment
where economic interdependence deepens, increasing institutional coordination
in the field of security emerges as a rational and functional necessity. A common
defense policy can develop gradually through defense industry cooperation,
common fund mechanisms, and the harmonization of military standards. In this
framework, the idea of a European Army is evaluated not as a sudden and radical
break but as a natural and cumulative continuation of the existing institutional
integration process. However, the progress of this process can be limited by the

sovereignty sensitivities and strategic priority differences of member states.

Nevertheless, defense policy possesses the characteristic of an extremely
sensitive area in terms of sovereignty and political authority. Decisions such as
sending troops, participation in military operations, or direct intervention are
evaluated not only as foreign policy preferences but also directly as one of the
most critical areas of use of national sovereignty. For this reason, the decisions
in question are based on a strong ground of domestic political legitimacy in

member states and are subject to parliamentary approval processes in most cases.
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In democratic systems, public sensitivities, the attitude of opposition parties,
and social perceptions regarding security risks also directly affect these decision-

making processes.

Neo-functionalism is an original theory developed to explain European
integration, arguing that integration creates a “spillover” effect from one area to
another. According to Ernst B. Haas, integration is a gradual process that is non
linear but deepens over time. Within this framework, cooperation that began in
economic and technical fields among European countries tends to expand toward
political, cultural, and social fields over time through functional needs and
increasing interdependence (Haas, 1958: 13—14). According to neo-functionalist
theory, as economic integration deepens, the interdependence emerging in
these areas gives birth to the need for coordination in new policy areas, and
thus functional pressures emerge at the political level. This process leads to
integration becoming a self-sustaining mechanism, making further institutional
arrangements mandatory. Within this dynamic, with the “political spillover”
effect, decision making processes carried out at the national level in different
policy areas gradually become more compatible with the supranational level, so
that the powers of supranational institutions expand over time not only through
formal agreements but also through processes of negotiation, compromise, and
institutional socialization (Toprak, 2007: 71). Neo-functionalist theorists also
claimed that functionalist theorists (specifically Mitrany) ignored the element of
power in their explanations. They argued that power is not merely an instrument,
but also a tool that actors utilize to achieve welfare; in this context, they asserted
that actors could come together for a common prosperity by pooling their power
(Sancaktar, 2013: 133). Viewed from this perspective, the European Union
requires stronger institutional coordination in the field of defense due to the
high level of integration it has reached in economic and legal fields. Areas such
as the sustainability of the common market, energy policies, border security, and
the capacity to intervene in external crises indirectly necessitate making military
capacity and crisis management mechanisms more compatible. Accordingly, the
European Army can be evaluated as a natural but delayed stage of the integration
process within the framework of the neo-functionalist approach. However, the

field of defense contains much higher levels of sovereignty sensitivities compared
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to economic policies. This situation leads to the integration process progressing
more slowly in this area and having a more fragile institutional structure.
Therefore, European integration does not follow a linear line of development; on
the contrary, it emerges as a fluctuating process accelerated at times by crises but

limited by the political will and sovereignty concerns of member states.

When the three theoretical approaches are evaluated together, it is seen
that the European Army debate is a multi layered process where dynamics of
sovereignty, security, and integration intersect, rather than a one-dimensional
institutional design issue. The realist approach sees the capacity for the realization
of a European Army as limited due to the state-centered understanding of security
and high sovereignty sensitivities; especially differences in threat perceptions and
the security umbrella provided by NATO further weaken this possibility. Liberal
institutionalism, through the dynamics of interdependence and cooperation
created by existing institutional structures, sees integration in the field of
defense as possible as a gradual and functional expansion. The neo-functionalist
approach, on the other hand, suggests that with the “spillover” effect created by
economic and institutional integration, the field of defense will inevitably be
subject to integration pressure over time and that a European Army could be a
natural continuation of this process. Nevertheless, all three approaches overlap
on the point that the field of defense is the most sensitive and slowest-progressing
dimension of European integration, albeit at different levels. This situation
indicates that rather than the European Army gaining full reality in the short
term, it may show a gradual and fragmented development within the framework

of current geopolitical conditions and institutional dynamics.

2. Concrete Policy Tools and Mechanisms for Deepening in the

Defense Sector

The idea of a European Army emerged in the early periods of the European
integration process, specifically with the Pleven Plan proposed in 1950 and
the subsequent European Defence Community initiative, however, it failed
to institutionalize due to the collapse of this initiative in 1954(Ercan, 2024:

39). This initiative aimed to merge the defense capabilities of European states
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under a common military structure, thereby providing continental security
within a supranational framework. However, the non-ratification of the EDC,
particularly due to France’s concerns over national sovereignty, caused the idea of
a common army in Europe to remain a “strategic ideal” for a long time. Despite
this historical background, the concept of a European Army has persisted as a
goal that occasionally resurfaces in EU integration debates but has never fully
institutionalized in any period. The idea of common European defense, rather
than a goal of “creating an army,” signifies closer cooperation among member
states in areas of defense planning, military capacity building, crisis management,
and operational coordination. Within this framework, common defense is built
more upon the harmonization of military capabilities and the enhancement of
interoperability rather than the total unification of national armies in the classical
sense. The idea of a common army represents a more advanced stage and carries a
much more politically controversial character, as it requires the transfer of defense
authority from nation-states to a supranational structure. Consequently, while
“common defense” has emerged as a more pragmatic and applicable goal in the
process of European integration, the “European Army” has remained a long-
term vision. Since the Russia—Ukraine War, the EU’s defense transformation has
moved beyond the level of rhetoric, progressing through institutional, financial,
and industrial-based mechanisms. Although a European Army has not yet been
formed, integration has deepened through practical tools. The Common Defence
Policy began with the 1999 Treaty of Amsterdam and was renamed the Common
Security and Defence Policy with the 2009 Treaty of Lisbon. Despite institutional
progress, many states approach the matter cautiously due to sovereignty concerns
and overlap with NATO. While France and Germany support deeper military
integration, countries like Poland and the Czech Republic oppose it due to

sovereignty and alliance priorities.

Therefore, cooperation in the field of defense has progressed through specific
stages in harmony with the historical and institutional evolution of common
European defense and common army debates. First, the European Defence
Agency (EDA, 2026) was established in 2004, aiming to develop defense
capabilities, increase coordination, and strengthen interoperability among

member states. This was followed in 2017 by Permanent Structured Cooperation
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(PESCO) and the European Defence Fund (EDF). While PESCO (European
Union, 2026) aims to create more binding defense projects and operational
cooperation mechanisms among member states, the EDF (European Union,
2026) aims to deepen financial and technological integration through common
defense industry projects and R&D investments. The EUFOR operations in 2003
and the 2011 Libya intervention are limited and coordinated military operations
carried out within the framework of the Common Security and Defence Policy
(CSDP) rather than indicating the existence of a European army. Nevertheless,
although mechanisms like the EDF and PESCO have provided a certain degree
of progress, European defense integration still possesses significant structural
limitations. In this context, PESCO’s institutional architecture differs from many
CFSP mechanisms that involve the participation of all EU member states and
are at risk of being blocked by individual vetoes in inflexible intergovernmental
decision-making processes, and has the potential to significantly contribute to the
development of the EU’s defence actor role (Turhan, 2019: 349). In particular,
the continued national control over defense expenditures and the sovereignty
sensitivities of member states limit the formation of a permanent and unified
military structure. While the CSDP remains a fundamental reference framework
for European defense cooperation, its current institutional structure does not
produce a level of political integration that would allow for the emergence of a
unified military force. In this context, the idea of a European Army has remained
a normative and idealized goal indicating the direction of the deepening reached
in the defense dimension of European integration, rather than a concrete

institutional result in the short and medium term.

PESCO was established by the European Union in 2017 and entered into
force in the same year. This mechanism, created before the Russia-Ukraine War,
envisions a more binding and operational cooperation framework through the
development of common military projects among member states, the increase of
defense capabilities, and the harmonization of defense expenditures to a certain
extent. In this respect, while strengthening European defense capacity at the
institutional level, PESCO increases military interoperability and functions as
a de facto coordination mechanism without the creation of a European Army.

However, its structure based on the principle of voluntarism limits the speed
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of the integration process and prevents the transfer of defense authority to a
supranational structure by largely preserving the sovereignty areas of member
states. The European Defence Fund, on the other hand, supports defense
resecarch and development activities through the European Union budget,
aiming to reduce the fragmented structure of the European defense industry and
strengthen common production capacity. In this context, the EDF serves as an
important financial tool constituting the economic and industrial foundation of
the European Union’s search for strategic autonomys; it contributes to deepening
integration in the defense production chain rather than the formation of a
military command structure. However, although such financial and institutional
integration processes in the field of defense industry allow for the development of
common systems and increased cost-sharing, they do not lead directly to political

or military integration or the formation of a unified European Army.

The 100-billion-euro special defense fund announced by Germany following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been an important turning point for European
security (Centre for European Reform, 2025). This decision has not only
meant an increase in Germany’s defense expenditures but has also accelerated a
paradigm shift regarding defense policies across Europe. While this process marks
a significant break for Germany, historically defined by military caution and a
low-profile defense approach, it has also brought about a strategic transformation
toward the modernization of the Bundeswehr and the reconstruction of
military capacity. Therefore, Zeitenwende (Scholz, 2022) the remilitarization of
defense consciousness in Europe rather than a transition to a European Army.
This process may encourage more coordination in the field of security within
the European Union, however, a federal military structure that necessitates the
transfer of sovereignty has not yet produced political legitimacy. Germany’s
decision can be seen as an increase in capacity and a reshaping of self defense
reflexes. Furthermore, Russia’s attack on Ukraine has radically changed the
perception of security not only in Germany but across Europe; many European
countries have turned toward increasing defense budgets, accelerating military
modernization processes, and developing more autonomous national defense
policies in line with the increasing perception of threat. Especially in Eastern

European countries, the tendency to strengthen national defense capabilities in
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addition to NATO’s deterrence capacity has become prominent. This situation
has brought about a hybrid transformation process in the European defense
architecture that highlights both national capacity building and coordination at

the EU level simultaneously.

In the post-Cold War period, Germany’s security policy was largely built on
a NATO centered collective defense understanding and the principle of limited
military engagement. However, developments after 2022 led Germany to increase
its defense capacity, modernise the Bundeswehr comprehensively, and take on a
more active security role. The German security approach, traditionally based on
a balance between European integration with France and transatlantic relations
with the USA (Bardakei, 2025: 10), has gradually moved away from the concept
of “military hesitation” during this process. Increasing defense expenditures and
the transformation in threat perception across Europe have shown that diplomatic
tools alone can be insufficient in providing security as conventional warfare
becomes decisive once again. Nevertheless, this transformation does not mean
a direct progress toward a European Army; on the contrary, the focus is shaped
toward strengthening national defense capacities, increasing burden-sharing

within the NATO framework, and developing strategic autonomy capacity.

Following the Russia—Ukraine War, security policies in Europe have been
significantly reshaped, leading to different strategic orientations in different
member states. France, leading the approach of European Strategic Autonomy,
has brought the idea of a “true European Army” back to the agenda, proposing a
more autonomous but coordinated European defense capacity while maintaining
its commitment to NATO. Italy focuses on defense industry integration by
viewing NATO and existing EU mechanisms as the primary framework,
remaining cautious toward structures based on the transfer of sovereignty.
Poland, evaluating Russia as an existential threat, has rapidly increased defense
expenditures and prioritized NATO and US security guarantees. Spain, following
a more institutionalist and balancing line, provides active participation in
mechanisms like PESCO and the EDF while preferring a crisis-oriented defense
model compatible with NATO (Euronews, 2025). While Greece increases its

deterrence through high defense expenditures and bilateral cooperation developed
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with France, it remains cautious in practice toward the idea of a European Army
(Bloomberg, 2025). The Netherlands shows that deep cooperation is possible in
Europe even without army-like integration through integrated military structures
developed with Germany, maintaining a NATO centered security understanding.
Sweden and Finland have reinforced the importance of the Atlantic structure in
the European defense architecture by turning toward NATO due to the Russian
threat. Portugal similarly bases its approach on a NATO centered security
understanding and does not see the idea of a European Army as realistic in the
short term. This general picture shows that despite the deepening of defense
integration in Europe, structural progress toward a unified European Army

remains limited due to sovereignty concerns and NATO dependency.

3. Obstacles in the Path of the Idea of a European Army

Although concrete steps have been taken toward a European Army, significant
structural and political obstacles persist. These obstacles include the requirement
of unanimity in EU defense policies, the institutional weight of NATO and the
security guarantee of the USA, sovereignty concerns and reservations toward
the transfer of national military command authority, different strategic threat
perceptions, imbalances in defense expenditures, and limited public support. The
lack of a common vision regarding EU defense and strategic autonomy limits
the effectiveness of current initiatives; furthermore, divergences among member
states regarding capability development deepen the mismatch between goals and
results (Oguz and Oral, 2022: 77). This situation reveals not only institutional
mismatches but also the still-incomplete nature of European integration in the
field of security and defense. In this framework, while the partially cautious
supportive approach of Germany alongside France, and the more flexible stance
of Italy and Spain open to developing an EU centered defense capacity represent
Western and Southern European countries supporting the idea of strategic
autonomy like Eastern European countries such as Poland, the Baltic states
(Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), Romania, and Bulgaria see the NATO centered
security understanding and the US security guarantee as the fundamental strategic

pillar. This differentiation complicates the institutional integrity of European
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defense integration and continues to be shaped by the tension between normative

goals and the national security priorities of member states.

The EU’s current legal framework is based on the principle of unanimity in
decision-making processes in the fields of defense and security, which constitutes
a significant structural limitation to deep military integration. For this reason,
the establishment of a common European Army or a federal military structure
requires not only policy alignment but also comprehensive changes in EU treaties
(Euro-Lex, 2026). The fact that such changes must be approved by the national
parliaments of all member states and, in some cases, be subject to referendum
processes makes the process extremely complex and unlikely from both a legal
and political standpoint. In addition, NATO’s institutionalized command
structure and operational capacity already offer a functional coordination and
deterrence mechanism within the European security architecture, making
the need for an alternative military structure debatable. Especially for many
member states including Poland, the Baltic countries, and Germany, the security
guarantee provided by the USA is seen as one of the fundamental elements of the
current security order; this situation limits the political will toward a European
defense structure parallel or alternative to NATO. As a result, European defense
integration continues its development within the framework of mechanisms
complementary to and coordinated with NATO, rather than an independent

and federal army model.

Another significant limitation is the substantial absence of the political
and institutional conditions necessary for the transfer of military authority to
a supranational level. Within the framework of the current understanding of
national sovereignty, critical decisions such as declaring war, deploying armed
forces, or integrating national armies still reside within the exclusive jurisdiction
of member states, and the transfer of these powers to the EU level faces serious
political resistance. Particularly in high-sovereignty areas like defense and security,
the tendency of states to protect their decision-making autonomy constitutes
a structural obstacle to more advanced military integration. Additionally,
differences in threat perceptions among member states make the formation

of a common strategic culture difficult; while Eastern European countries see
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Russia as the primary security threat, the fact that the security agenda in Western
European countries focuses more on areas such as cyber threats, terrorism, and
energy security weakens the common definition of risk. Inequalities in defense
expenditures and differences in military capacity also complicate the development
of a common defense budget and capability-sharing mechanism, which limits the
financial and operational dimensions of integration. Finally, the relatively limited
public support for defense integration at the European level weakens political
will, especially in non-crisis periods, making the deepening of the process even

more difficult.

The Arab Spring, which began in 2010, created significant effects on the
European Union’s foreign policy and made visible the structural problems in
the Union’s capacity to respond to crises. The rapidly spreading regime change
processes in North Africa and the Middle East weakened the EU’s stability
assumptions regarding its neighborhood and revealed the need for a more
holistic and coordinated approach in foreign policy making. Although the EU
tried to overcome this fragmented structure through the High Representative
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (Consilium Europa, 2026), it struggled
to develop a common and rapid response due to different priorities and interests
among member states. In the example of the Arab Spring, the EU’s stance toward
crises in countries like Libya, Syria, and Egypt was often delayed, divided, and
inconsistent, revealing the lack of coordination and problems of strategic integrity
in the Union’s capacity for external action. In this context, the developments
in question showed that functional problems in EU foreign policy persist and
the Union’s capacity to intervene in international crises remains limited (Alun,
2018: 4747). This situation has made the need to deepen the EU’s institutional

integration in the field of foreign policy even more evident.

When a general evaluation is made, the obstacles in the path of the idea of a
European Army stem not only from institutional arrangements but also from the
deep structural and political limits of the EU. The decision-making mechanism
based on the principle of unanimity, national sovereignty sensitivities, and the
reluctance toward the transfer of military authority to the supranational level

limit comprehensive defense integration. In addition, NATO’s institutional
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capacity and the security guarantee provided by the USA weaken the motivation
of European states to develop an independent security architecture. Differences
in security perception and strategic priorities among member states reinforce
this picture; while France advocates for an integrated defense structure focused
on strategic autonomy, Germany follows a balanced approach compatible with
NATO, and Poland prioritizes the US-centered security guarantee. The fact that
other countries act in line with different regional and national security priorities
shows that a common and homogeneous security understanding has not yet been
formed in Europe. As an example, described as a forum for coordination and
dialogue, and acting through consensus, NATO witnessed one of the political
crises frequently experienced by the EU as a result of disagreements among
allies on the eve of the Second Iraq War, and the developments that led to the
interpretation that there was a growing rift within the alliance were the US’s
inability to persuade Alliance members to invade Iraq without a UN intervention
resolution, and subsequently its unilateral action with the support of the UK,
an EU member (Ozer, Uysal Oguz and Atvur 2010: 268). Nevertheless, high
participation in defense cooperation processes points to a trend of integration,
albeit limited. However, historical experiences, as seen specifically during the
Yugoslav Cirisis, reveal that Europe’s economic capacity does not always transform
into a common military power (Britannica, 2026). Within this framework,
European defense integration possesses the character of a structurally limited and
gradual process that progresses depending on the common perception of threat

and the integration of political will.

4. Tirkiye’s Strategic Impact in the European Security Architecture

Scenario

Tiirkiye, by virtue of its geographical location, serves as a bridge between
Europe and Asia and stands as a strategic actor possessing one of NATO’s largest
military capacities, holding central importance in the European Army debates.
This characteristic makes Tiirkiye an indispensable component of the European
security architecture, not only in terms of military capacity but also in its power

to generate geopolitical balance. Conversely, the fact that Tiirkiye’s European
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Union membership process has remained in uncertainty for many years has
deepened the institutional and normative incompatibilities between the two
sides. Developments regarding energy resources and maritime jurisdiction areas
in the Eastern Mediterranean, related to the Cyprus issue, have also been another
source of disagreement between Tiirkiye and the EU and its member states
(Boyraz, 2025: 161). Differences arising particularly in areas such as democracy,
the rule of law, and foreign policy priorities have led to the de facto halting of
membership negotiations while creating an environment of mutual mistrust in

the field of security.

Within this framework, the perception that Turkiye has not received
sufficient political and military support from the European Union regarding
regional crises has strengthened a distinct trend toward autonomy in Ankara’s
foreign policy behavior. During this process, Tiirkiye developed a multi-
dimensional foreign policy strategy based on independent decision-making
capacity centered on national security priorities. Tiirkiye’s ability to intervene
rapidly and independently in examples such as the Syrian civil war (BBC, 2023),
the Libya crisis, and the Karabakh conflicts stands among the concrete indicators
of this trend toward autonomy. This situation has not only signaled a search for a
new balance in Tiirkiye’s relations with the West but has also increased confidence

issues regarding the European security architecture.

From the perspective of the European Union, Tiirkiye’s position possesses
a paradoxical quality: Tiirkiye remains institutionally outside the Union, yet
continues its existence as an actor inherent to Europe’s security structure in terms
of security practices. Especially in the context of the migration crisis in 2015 and
thereafter, Tiirkiye’s role in controlling migration flows originating from Syria has
been a decisive element for Europe’s internal stability. Likewise, its control over
energy transition lines and trade routes has made Tiirkiye de facto component of

the European security system.

In the context of a potential European Army structure, while Tiirkiye
is expected to remain institutionally outside this formation, it does not seem
possible to completely exclude it from de facto security processes due to its

NATO membership and military capacity. This situation produces a hybrid
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position for the European security architecture that can be defined as “outside
but inside.” Specifically, Black Sea security, maritime jurisdictions in the Eastern
Mediterranean, instabilities in the Middle East, and the strategic control
mechanism provided by the Montreux Convention Regarding the Regime of the

Straits make Tiirkiye a critical component of the European security equation.

At this point, the contributions Tiirkiye can provide to the European
security architecture possess a multi-dimensional character. Primarily, Turkiye
can provide rapid reaction and crisis management capabilities to the European
security structure with its high-readiness and large-scale military capacity. For
instance, within the scope of the “enhanced forward presence” conducted on
NATO’s eastern flank, Tiirkiye’s capacity to provide logistical support and force
rotation through land and air elements in deterrence activities against Russia
in the Baltic region is a significant advantage. Similarly, Tiirkiye’s active role in
the KFOR mission in Kosovo (NATO, 2026), the EUFOR Althea operation in
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and anti-piracy tasks off the coast of Somalia are concrete

examples of its contribution to the European security system.

Looking from Tiirkiye’s perspective, the country has become indirectly
integrated into the Common Security and Defence Policy to certain extents at
the institutional and operational levels. The chapter on Foreign, Security, and
Defence Policy constitutes one of the 31 chapter headings within the scope of
Tiirkiye’s European Union membership negotiations. According to the European
Commission’s progress reports, Tiirkiye is evaluated as a candidate country with
a certain level of preparation in the fields of foreign policy, security, and defense
policies (Baykara, 2022: 10). Furthermore, Tiirkiye possesses significant military
capacity for the European security architecture with its status as the second-
largest army in NATO, its advanced and increasingly autonomous defense
industry capacity, its operational superiority in the field of unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAV/SIHA), its large-scale military operation experience, and its crisis

management capability.

Domestic defense systems developed through institutions such as ASELSAN,
TUSAS, and ROKETSAN position Tiirkiye as a potential production partner

and operational contributor within the European defense ecosystem. In this
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framework, while Tiirkiye is not a direct member of the EU’s institutional
deepening processes in defense specifically mechanisms like PESCO, the
European Defence Fund, and crisis management operations that it is indirectly
articulated within the framework of NATO membership and candidate country

status.

In the context of maritime security, Tiirkiye’s control over the Dardanelles
and Istanbul Straits is of critical importance for European security in terms of
regulating access to and exits from the Black Sea. Turkiye’s mediator role in
operating the grain corridor agreement (UN, 2026) during the Russia-Ukraine
war produced direct effects on global food security and the European energy-
trade balance. Likewise, mine sweeping operations and commercial ship security

in the Black Sea demonstrate Tiirkiye’s contribution to regional maritime security.

Tiirkiye’s geostrategetic position serves as a logistical and operational
transition corridor between Europe and the Middle East, the Caucasus, and
Africa. In this context, the Incirlik Air Base, the Kiirecik Radar System, and
NATO early warning infrastructures can be considered operational extensions
of the European security system. This situation enables European countries to
conduct evacuation, logistical support, and military shipment operations through

Tiirkiye during periods of crisis.

The level Tiirkiye has reached in the defense industry in recent years also
offers significant contributions to the European security architecture. The
use of Bayraktar TB2 and Akinci SIHAs in the Ukraine war demonstrated
the effectiveness of these systems in global conflict environments. Poland’s
procurement of the TB2, Spain’s purchase of the Hiirjet trainer aircraft (TSKGV,
2025) and the Baykar-Leonardo cooperation developed with Italy (Savunma
Sanayi ST, 2026) are concrete examples of Ttirkiye’s integration with the European

defense industry.

In the current conjuncture where debates on “common defense” and a
“European Army” are intensifying in Europe, Tiirkiye stands out as a potential
security provider and complementary actor due to its military capacity and defense
industry infrastructure. However, the defense architecture of the EU, which

progresses increasingly on the axis of strategic autonomy and institutional internal

182 SDE AKADEMi DERGISI




Murat Ercan - Zafer Ceylan

integration, makes Turkiye’s direct participation in these structures difficult due
to political and institutional limitations. Despite this, Tiirkiye continues to be a
de facto component of the European security structure through its operational

alignment within the NATO framework and its crisis management capacity.

In light of this holistic evaluation, Tiirkiye stands out as both a structural
necessity and a strategic variable in European Army debates. In 2026, Tiirkiye
showed its efficency in an exercise named Steadfast Dart Exercise (Anadolu
Agency, 226). A European security architecture from which Tiirkiye is completely
excluded could create serious gaps in NATO-EU coordination and lead to power
imbalances on the Black Sea, Eastern Mediterranean, and Middle East axes. In
contrast, integrating Tiirkiye into the European security system through flexible,
project based, and crisis oriented cooperation mechanisms will both increase
the European Union’s operational capacity and preserve the integrity of the
transatlantic security architecture. In this context, Tiirkiye is positioned not as a
passive element of the European Army debate, but as a strategic variable with a

high guiding influence.

Conclusion

The European security architecture is historically the product of a long
transformation process evolving from balance of power policies toward
institutionalized collective security orders. While the destruction Europe
experienced after the Second World War made economic integration a tool for
security production, the umbrella provided by NATO made European defense
largely dependent on the transatlantic structure. This historical background
explains why the European Union, despite being highly integrated economically,
still exhibits a fragmented and state-centered structure in the field of defense. The
Russia-Ukraine War has reopened this structure for debate, bringing the idea of
a European Army back to the agenda by revealing that Europe cannot sustain
its security solely through a normative peace project. Within this historical
and structural framework, the European Army debate today transforms into
a multi layered problem area defined by institutional, political, and strategic

boundaries, therefore, the current institutional structure of the European Union
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does not possess the capacity to create an integrated military force with a central
command structure independent of NATO in the short and medium term. The
fundamental reason for this is that European integration in the field of defense
does not progress linearly as it did in economic integration and generates much

higher resistance regarding the transfer of sovereignty.

Evaluated from a theoretical perspective, the realist approach reveals that
the most fundamental structural obstacle to the idea of a European Army is
the different threat perceptions among member states. While Eastern European
countries see Russia as a direct and existential threat, migration, Mediterranean
security, and energy stability emerge as more priority security headings for
Southern European countries. This differentiation prevents the formation of
a common strategic culture, weakening the political foundation of a unified
military command structure. Additionally, NATO?s institutional capacity and the
security guarantee provided by the USA significantly limit Europe’s motivation
to establish an independent security architecture. On the other hand, liberal
institutionalism and neo-functionalist approaches emphasize that a functional
and gradual transformation is occurring in the field of defense within the
European Union, rather than an absolute break. PESCO, the European Defence
Fund, and common defense industry projects show that significant institutional
coordination is possible even without the transfer of military sovereignty.
However, these mechanisms do not move the ultimate decision-making authority
of defense policies to a supranational level that they progress more at the level of
production, technology, and operational alignment. This situation shows that a
European Army could emerge not through a sudden institutional transformation,

but through a gradual integration process triggered by crises.

On the political plane, the different security priorities of key actors such
as Germany, France, Italy, and Poland make it difficult to form a common
strategic vision within the European Union. While France advocates for strategic
autonomy and a more independent European defense capacity, Germany adopts a
balanced approach compatible with NATO, Poland sees the US-centered security
guarantee as its fundamental strategic pillar. While Southern European countries

focus more on crisis management and Mediterranean security, Northern and
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Eastern European countries bring the Russia centered threat perception to the
forefront. This multi-faceted differentiation is one of the fundamental factors

preventing European defense integration from gaining political integrity.

The Tirkiye factor stands out as a complementary and simultaneously
balancing element within this structural picture. Its strong military capacity
within NATO, advanced defense industry, operational superiority in the field of
unmanned aerial vehicles, and geostrategetic location in the Black Sea, Eastern
Mediterranean, and Middle East make Tiirkiye an indispensable component of
the European security architecture. Conversely, the uncertainty in the European
Union membership process and institutional incompatibilities limit Tiirkiye’s full
integration into the European defense structure. For this reason, Tiirkiye emerges
as a strategic actor located in a hybrid and flexible position within the European

security order neither completely excluded nor fully internalized.

When a general evaluation is made, the full realization of the idea of a
European Army in the short and medium term does not appear realistic. Instead
of it, the European security architecture is evolving toward a modular and multi
layered structure that is compatible with NATO, does not completely eliminate
national sovereignty areas, but can produce rapid reaction capacity in moments
of crisis. In this framework, the European Army continues its existence as a
normative goal determining the direction of European integration in the field
of defense, rather than as a concrete military unit in the near term. The security
future of Europe is shaped within a flexible, network-based, and multi-actor
security architecture that provides coordination at different levels, rather than a

single centralized army.

In this framework, certain structural and institutional steps must be taken to
move the European Army debates to a more applicable ground. Primarily, it is of
importance to develop regular common security assessment mechanisms for the
purpose of strengthening common threat perception and harmonizing strategic
culture within the European Union. Furthermore, the fragmented structure in the
defense industry must be reduced, and projects within the scope of the European
Defence Fund and PESCO must be brought into a more binding and integrative

framework. Expanding common procurement mechanisms will provide cost-
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effectiveness while simultaneously increasing military capacity alignment. At
the institutional level, relaxing the principle of unanimity in decision-making
processes in specific defense areas and moving toward qualified majority voting
could be a critical step for creating rapid and effective crisis response capacity.
Preserving the principle of complementarity with NATO will ensure that the
European security architecture develops in harmony with the transatlantic
structure rather than in conflict. Finally, developing flexible and functional
cooperation models with actors possessing high regional military capacity, such
as Tuirkiye, can be evaluated as an important element to increase the operational
capacity of the European security architecture. Although such gradual and multi-
dimensional reforms may not transform the idea of a European Army into full
military integration in the short term, they will strengthen the institutional
foundation of a more integrated and effective European defense structure in the

long run.
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Genigletilmis Ozet

Tarihsel siirecte devletler, giivenlik, ekonomik kalkinma ve ideolojik tehdit-
ler nedeniyle ittifaklar kurmus, bu yapilar zamanla genis stratejik ortakliklara
evrilmigtir. Uluslararasi sistemin anarsik yapisi, devletleri denge politikalarina
veya kolektif yapilara yoneltmistir. Tkinci Diinya Savast sonrast sekillenen sistem,
Avrupa kitasinda giivenlik temelli kurumsallasmay: hizlandirmistr. NATO’ nun
1949'da kurulmastyla ABD, Avrupa giivenliginin merkezi aktorii haline gelmis,
bu durum Avrupa devletlerinin giivenlik yerine ekonomik entegrasyona odaklan-
masini saglamistir. Ancak 2022 yilinda Rusya’nin Ukrayna’ya miidahalesi, Avru-
panin “tarih sonrast” barig varsayimini sarsarak stratejik 6zerklik tartisgmalarin

yeniden alevlendirmistir.

Avrupa Ordusu tartigmalart teorik olarak incelendiginde ti¢ temel teorik ¢er-
cevede analiz edilebilir. Realist yaklagim, savunma politikasini egemenligin devri
en zor alani olarak goriir. Realistlere gore tiye devletlerin tehdit algilar1 homojen
degildir. Baluk iilkeleri Rusya’yr varolugsal bir tehdit goriirken, Giiney Avrupa
icin go¢ ve Akdeniz giivenligi onceliklidir. Bu durum ortak bir askeri komuta
yapisini zorlagtirmaktadir. Liberal kurumsalcilik teorisi, kurumlarin belirsizligi
azaltarak is birligini miimkiin kildigint savunur. Bu agidan savunma alani, enteg-
rasyonun son halkasi olarak goriilebilir. Neo-fonksiyonalizm teorisi ise ekonomik
entegrasyonun ve katlanrak giiclenen igbirliginin, siyasi ve askeri alanlara “sigra-
ma” (spillover) etkisi yaratugini ileri siirer. Ancak savunma alanindaki yiiksek ege-
menlik hassasiyeti, bu siirecin belirli bir oranda ve diizenli bir sekilde ilerlemesini

engellemektedir.

Savunma alaninda derinlesme ve politika araglarina bakildiginda, Ukrayna
savastyla birlikte AB’nin savunma déniisiimii somut mekanizmalarla desteklen-
mistir. 2017°de kurulan PESCO, iiye devletlerin baglayici savunma is birligini
hedeflerken, Avrupa Savunma Fonu, savunma Ar-Ge projelerini AB biit¢esinden
fonlayarak sanayi entegrasyonunu amaglamaktadir. Bu yapilar dogrudan bir ordu

kurmasa da askeri kapasitelerin birlikte ¢alisabilirligini artirmakeadir.

Uye devletlerin stratejik konumlarr geregi yaklagimlari, ulusal ¢ikarlar: ve ta-
rihsel miraslart dogrultusunda farklilasmaktadir;Almanya, Zeitenwende (tarihsel

déntim nokrasi) ilantyla savunma biitgesini biiyiik bir dl¢ekte artirmistir. Bu as-
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keri ¢ekingenlik, kimliginden uzaklasma olsa da biitge supranasyonel bir ordu-
dan ziyade ulusal kapasiteyi gliglendirmeye ayrilmistr. Fransa, stratejik 6zerklik
kavraminin onciisiidiir ve NATO’dan bagimsiz karar alma kapasitesini savunur.
[talya ve Hollanda, daha pragmatik bir hat izleyerek, egemenlik devri yerine sa-
vunma sanayii is birligini ve NATO uyumlulugunu 6ncelemektedirler. Hollanda
ve Almanya arasindaki birlik entegrasyonu, modiiler entegrasyon modeli olarak
one c¢ikmaktadir. Polonya, Isve¢ ve Finlandiya, iilkeleri igin birincil giivenlik
garantoriit NATO'dur. Isve¢ ve Finlandiya’nin 2022 sonrast NATO’ya katilimi,
AB’nin savunma mekanizmalarinin tek basina yeterli goriilmediginin en somut
kanitdir. Ispanya Akdeniz giivenligine odaklanirken, Yunanistan yiiksek savun-
ma harcamalariyla Avrupa Ordusu fikrini Turkiye’ye kargt bir dayanigma unsuru

olarak degerlendirmektedir.

Makalede, Avrupa Ordusu idealinin 6niindeki biiyiik zorluk olusturabilecek
temel olarak, yasal, siyasi ve stratejik engeller oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. AB
anlagmalarindaki oy birligi gerekliligi, federal bir askeri birligin 6niindeki en bii-
yiik hukuki engeldir. Ayrica, NATO’nun kurumsallasmis yapist nedeniyle Avru-
pa Ordusu bir gereksiz tekrar olarak algilanmaktadir. Avrupa Birligi'ndeki ulusal
parlamentolarin savas ve baris kararini supranasyonel bir yapiya devretme konu-
sundaki isteksizligi ve duyduklart endiseler, AB'deki siyasi iklimin bu déntisiime
hazir olmadigint géstermektedir. Ortak bir savunma biitgesi olusturulmasindaki
dengesizlikler ve kamuoyu desteginin sinirliligi, bu entegrasyonun 6niindeki ya-

pisal engellerdir.

Tiirkiye, “Avrupa Ordusu Hayali” konusunda stratejik bir degisken olup,
NATO’nun ikinci biiyiik ordusuna sahip olmasi ve stratejik konumuyla Avrupa
giivenlik mimarisinin vazgecilmez bir parcasi olarak ortaya ¢ikmakradir. Tiirkiye,
AB iiyesi olmasa da giivenlik mimarisinin kurumsal olarak diginda, fiilen i¢in-
de yer almaktadir. Karadeniz giivenligi ve Montro Sézlesmesi kapsamindaki roli
kritik 6nemdedir. Son yillarda savunma sanayiinde biiyiik bir ivme yakalayan
Tiirkiye, AB iilkeleriyle ekonomik tabanli savunma entegrasyonlar: kurmakta-
dir. Baykar'in Italyan PiaggioAerospace’i satin almast, Ispanya'nin 30 adet Hiirjet
alim1 ve Eurofighter jetlerinin Tiirkiye'ye teslimi konusundaki gelismeler, bu is

birliginin somut érnekleridir. 2026 yilinda gerceklestirilen Steadfast Dart 26 tat-
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bikati, 6zellikle Tiirkiye’nin TB3 gibi platformlardaki askeri etkinliginin Avrupa
giivenligi icin goz ardi edilemez oldugunu kanitlamisur. Tiirkiye'nin diglandigt
bir Avrupa Ordusu senaryosu, Dogu Akdeniz ve Karadenizde stratejik bosluklar
yaratma riski tasimakta ve giivenlik konusunda derin aciklar olusturmaktadir. Bu

durum, Avrupa Ordusu fikrinde stratejik bir zafiyet anlamina gelmektedir.

Yapilan analizler kapsaminda, ilgili konunun, ger¢ekei bir zeminde diistiniil-
digiinde, Avrupa Birlig'nin kisa ve orta vadede NATO'dan bagimsiz, merkezi
komutali bir ordu kurma ihtimalinin disiik oldugunu géstermektedir. Realist
perspektifin vurguladigi egemenlik hassasiyetleri ve tehdit algisi farkliliklar: bu
sonucu desteklemektedir. Ancak bu durum, savunma alaninda hicbir gelisme ol-
madig1 anlamina da gelmemekte, AB, PESCO ve EDF gibi araglar ile fonksiyonel

bir yakinsama yaratmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, Avrupa Ordusu fikri mevcut siyasi ve hukuki yapida olmasi
gereken bir vizyon, birfikir olarak kalirken, uygulamada ortaya ¢ikan olabilirligi
en yiiksek ihtimale dayali yap1 “Avrupa Hizls Miidahale Giicii” modelidir. Bu mo-
del, NATO ile uyumlu, modiiler, gorev odakli ve kriz aninda aktive edilebilir bir
miidahale kapasitesini temsil etmekte ve Avrupa Ordusu Hayali’ne bir alternatif
sunmaktadir. Rusya-Ukrayna savast AB’yi bir ordu kurma noktasina tam olarak
getirmese de savunma alaninda daha esnek, kademeli ve islevsel bir entegrasyon
modeline itmis oldugu bir gerektir. Tiirkiye gibi stratejik aktorlerle kurulacak
proje bazli is birlikleri ve ortak askeri giivenlik politikalari tiretmek, bu esnek

savunma mimarisinin operasyonel kapasitesini fazlasiyla artiracakur.
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RISK TOPLUMUNDA SAKINIM POLITIKASI:
AFETLERE KARSI ONLEYICi YAKLASIMLAR
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Oz

Bu ¢alismanin amac, Tiirkiyede afetlere yonelik sakinim politikalarin: risk toplu-
mu cergevesinde incelemektir. Afetlerin siklig, ¢esitliligi ve buna bagly olarak ortaya
ctkardigs maddi ve manevi kayiplarin biiyiikliigii dikkate alindiginda, miidabale ve
iyilestirme odakly geleneksel afer yonetimi politikalarimn yetersizligi daba iyi anla-
stlmaktadsr. Bu durum, afet yonetiminde risklerin azaltilmasina odaklanan sakinim
politikalarin: giderek daha inemli hale getirmektedir. Calismada oncelikle risk toplu-
mu kavram ele alinmis, ardindan afetlerin degisen yapist ve sakinim politikalarinin
rolii degerlendirilmistir. Tiirkiyenin afet risk profili incelenerek deprem bagta olmak
sizere farkly afet tirlerinin olusturdugu tehditler ortaya konulmugstur. Bu kapsamda
Tiirkiyede wygulanan afet politika araglar: kurumsal, hukuki ve planlama boyutla-
riyla ele alinmagstrr. Calismada ayrica sakinim politikalarinin wygulanmasinda karsi-
lagilan sorunlar analiz edilmistir. Calisma, nitel arastirma yontemlerinden dokiiman
analizi teknigiyle olusturulmugtur. Arastirma bulgulars, Tiirkiyenin gecmisten giinii-
miize yikict bircok afete maruz kaldigini ve bu afetlere karsi sakinim politikalarinin
Jarkly tiivde bircok kurumsal belgede giderek daba fazla yer aldigini ortaya koymak-
tadsr. Bununla birlikte bulgular, uygulamada koordinasyon eksiklikleri, denetim so-
runlars, kurumsal kapasite yetersizlikleri ve toplumsal farkindalik eksikligi gibi cesitli
problemler bulundugunu gostermektedir. Yine sigorta sistemi gibi finansal araclarn
yeterince yayginlasmadig da tespit edilmistir. Sonug olarak, afetlere kars: daha etkili
bir miicadele i¢in sakinim politikalarinin giiclendirilmesi, kurumsal isleyisin iyilesti-
rilmesi ve toplumsal katilimin artirilmas: gerektigi goriilmektedir.
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MITIGATION POLICY IN THE RISK SOCIETY:
PREVENTIVE APPROACHES TO DISASTERS

Adem CEREN

Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine disaster mitigation policies in Tiirkiye within the
[framework of the risk society. Considering the frequency and diversity of disasters, as well
as the scale of material and non-material losses they cause, the limitations of traditional
disaster management policies focused on response and recovery become clearer. This
situation makes mitigation policies, which focus on reducing risks, increasingly important
in disaster management. In the study, the concept of the risk society is first discussed, and
then the changing nature of disasters and the role of mitigation policies are evaluated.

Tiirkiyes disaster risk profile is examined, and the threats posed by different types of
disasters, especially earthquakes, are presented. In this context, disaster policy tools in

Tiirkiye are addressed in terms of their institutional, legal, and planning dimensions.

The study also analyzes the problems encountered in the implementation of mitigation

policies. The research is based on qualitative methods and uses document analysis as the
main technique. The findings show that Tiirkiye has been exposed to many destructive
disasters from past to present, and that mitigation policies have increasingly taken place
in various institutional documents. However, the findings also reveal several problems
in practice, such as lack of coordination, supervision issues, insufficient institutional
capacity, and low public awareness. It is also found that financial tools such as the
insurance system have not become widespread enough.As a result, it is seen that in

order to achieve more effective disaster management, mitigation policies need to be
strengthened, institutional functioning should be improved, and public participation

should be increased.

Keywords: Disaster, Governance, Public Administration, Mitigation Policy, Risk
Society
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Giris

Afetler, meydana gelis hiz1 ve kokenlerine gore farklilagmakea, biiyiik
ve yikict hasarlar ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir. Ozellikle doga kokenli afetler iil-
keler icin ciddi birer tehlike olusturmakla birlikte, insan kokenli afetlerin
de etkileri tehlikeli boyutlara ulasmaktadir (Ozey ve Unlii, 2020: 15-16).
Modern diinyada degisim ve doniisiimle birlikte niifusun kentlerde yigil-
masi, plansiz kentlesme ve dayaniksiz yapilasma basta olmak {izere altyapi,
konut, ulagim, trafik, otopark, ¢evre kirliligi ve sosyal esitsizlik gibi kentsel
sorunlari derinlestirmektedir. Bu sorunlarin afetlerle birlesmesi durumun-
da biiyiik can kayiplari, yaralanmalar ve ¢evre tahribati ortaya ¢itkmakea ve
toplumlart derinden etkileyen krizlere doniismektedir (Birlesmis Millet-
ler [UN], 2019; Birlesmis Milletler Afet Risk Azaltma Ofisi [UNDRR],
2015). Bu durum, afetlerin doga kaynakli olaylar olmalarina ek olarak,
insan kaynakli kirilganliklarla sekillenen karmagik riskler haline geldigini

gostermektedir.

Bu noktada Beck’e (1992) gore risk toplumu, modernlesme siireciyle
birlikte ortaya ¢ikan ve insanlarin artik sadece refah degil, ayni zamanda
cesitli riskler tirettigi bir toplum yapisini ifade etmektedir. Sanayilesme ve
teknolojik gelismeler beraberinde ¢evre kirliligi, niikleer kazalar ve iklim
degisikligi gibi insan kaynakli riskleri getirmistir. Bu riskler gelinen siirecte
ekonomik, politik, sosyal ve yonetsel cok boyutlu karmasik risk bilesenle-
rine doniigmiistiir. Bu noktada, giiniimiiz toplumlarini iiretim ve biiyiime
cabalarinin yaninda riskleri yonetme ve azaltma cabalariyla da tanimla-

maketadir.

Risk toplumu ile dikkat ¢ekilmek istenen belirsizlikler, afet yonetimin-
de sakinim politikalarinin gerekliligini ortaya koymaktadir. Ciinki top-
lumlari derinden etkileyen afetler, karar almadan planlama ve uygulamaya
kadar tiim tercih ve siireclerde risk odakl politikalara duyulan ihtiyacr ar-
tirmaktadir. Bu durum, kriz aninda miidahale etmeye odaklanan yakla-
stmlarin yetersiz kaldigini, bunun yerine risk azaltma, planlama yapma,
onlem alma, kurum ve kuruluglarla birlikte toplumu afetlere hazir hale

getirme gibi uzun vadeli politikalara ihtiya¢ oldugunu gostermektedir.
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Risk odakli bu yaklasim yalnizca ulusal diizeyde degil, uluslararas: dii-
zeyde de karsilik bulmaktadir. Ciinkii artan afet riskleri ve toplumlarin
meydana gelen afetler kargisindaki zarar gorme diizeyleri, uluslararas ara-
yis ve ¢abalart dogrudan etkilemektedir. Afet risklerinin azalulmasina y6-
nelik uluslararast diizlemde Birlesmis Milletler onciiligiinde Sendai Afet
Risk Azaltma Cergevesi (2015-2030) hazirlanmisur. Bu belgede, afet yo-
netimi yaklagimi risk yonetimine evrilerek, mevcut risklerin azaltilmasi ve
direngli yapilar ve toplumlar olusturmanin énemine vurgu yapimaktadir
(UNDRR, 2015). Bunun yaninda bir yandan afetlerin kiiresel etkileri ve
miidahale kapasitesinin gelistirilmesi geregi ortaya konulurken (Uluslara-
rast Kizilhag ve Kizilay Dernekleri Federasyonu [IFRC], 2026), diger yan-
dan MCR2030 girisimi ile afet risklerinin azaltlmasinda sehirlerin merke-
zi roliine vurgu yapilarak, yerel yonetimlerin kapasitesinin giiclendirilmesi,
risklerin 6nceden belirlenmesi ve ¢ok paydaslt yonetisim anlayisiyla di-

rengli kentlerin olusturulmasi gerekliligi savunulmakeadir (UNDRR, t.y.).
Ulusal diizeyde ise Afet ve Acil Durum Yonetimi Bagkanligi (AFAD),

Tirkiye'nin afet deneyimi ve afetler neticesinde ortaya ¢ikan kayiplarin
buytikligiine dikkat ¢ekerek, afet 6ncesi doneme odaklanmanin zorunlu
oldugunu belirtmektedir. Deprem riski basta olmak tizere yangin, sel, he-
yelan gibi afet tehditleri sakinim politikalarinin 6nemini ortaya koymak-
tadir (AFAD, 2022a). 6 Subat 2023 tarihinde Kahramanmaras merkezli
yikict depremler neticesinde 50 binin {izerinde insanin hayatini kaybetmis
olmasi, 3,3 milyon insanin yerinden edilmis olmasi, 2,3 milyon insanin
cadir kamplarda ve konteynirlarda barinmakta olmasi (Birlesmis Milletler
Kalkinma Programi [UNDP], 2023: 1) ciddi bir sorunun varligina isaret
ederek, Tiirkiye'de afet yonetiminde 6nleyici politikalarin yetersizligini de

gostermektedir.

Nitekim Turkiye'nin afetlerle miicadele siirecinde planlama, denetle-
me ve yerel diizeyde yasanan uygulama sorunlar afet risklerini yapisal hale
getirerek, afet zararlarinin artmasina sebep olmay: stirdiirmektedir. Diger
bir deyisle, Tiirkiye'de afet yonetim politikalari, iilkenin afet risk gercegi-

ne ragmen uzunca bir siiredir ozellikle afet sonrasi ddneme (miidahale ve
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iyilestirme) odaklanmigtir. Bununla birlikte yasal ve kurumsal belgelerde
afet oncesi ddnemin onemine dikkat ¢ekilmesine ragmen, uygulamada bu

sorunlarin varligt devam etmektedir.

Bu calisma risk toplumu yaklasimi cercevesinde Tiirkiye'de afetlere
yonelik sakinim politikalarini inceleyerek, afetlere yonelik onleyici politi-
kalarin gerekliligini tarusmaktadir. Calismanin amaci, risk toplumu yak-
lagim1 ¢ergevesinde Tiirkiye'nin afet risk profilini ve sakinim politikalarini
ele alarak, bu politikalarin uygulanmasinda karsilagilan sorunlari ortaya
koymakur. Bu dogrultuda ¢alismada ilkin risk toplumu, afet ve sakinim
politikasi: kavramsal temelde ele alinmakta, ardindan Tiirkiye'nin afet risk
profilinin ¢ergevesi cizilerek, politika araglarina deginilmektedir. Calisma-
nin ilerleyen boliimiinde sakinim politikalarinin uygulanmasinda kargila-

stlan sorunlar tartigtimaktadir.

Bu y6niiyle ¢alisma afetleri hem bir kamu politikasi hem de yonetisim
cercevesinde yorumlanmasi gereken 6zel bir konu olarak ele almay1 hedef-

lemektedir.

Calisma, nitel aragtirma yontemi kapsaminda hazirlanmis ve Tiirkiye'de
afetlere yonelik sakinim politikasinin kurumsal, yénetsel ve toplumsal bo-
yutlarini incelemek amaciyla belge (dokiiman) analizi teknigi kullanilmis-
tir. Bu kapsamda risk toplumu, afet ve sakinim politikasi kavramlarina ilis-
kin ulusal ve uluslararast literatiir (akademik ¢alismalar, politika belgeleri
ve raporlar) incelenmistir. Risk toplumu kavrami ele alinirken bagta Ulrich
Beck olmak tizere literatiirdeki temel yaklasimlar degerlendirilmis ve kav-
ramin modern toplumdaki risk tiretimi, belirsizlik ve kirilganlik boyutlar:
ele alinmugtir. Ayrica Sendai Cergevesi gibi uluslararast belgeler dogrultu-
sunda UNDRR ve UNDP tarafindan hazirlanan raporlar analiz siirecinde
yol gosterici olmustur. Turkiye 6zelinde ise AFAD faaliyet raporlari, Ulu-
sal Deprem Stratejisi ve Eylem Plani (UDSEP), Turkiye Afet Miidahale
Plani (TAMP), Tiirkiye Afet Risk Azaltma Plani (TARAP), Il Afet Risk
Azaltma Planlart (IRAP), Cumhurbaskanligi Strateji ve Biitge Baskanlig:
Kahramanmaras ve Hatay Depremi Raporu, Dogal Afet Sigortalart Kuru-
mu (DASK) verileri ile giincel akademik ¢alismalar temel veri kaynaklar:

arasinda yer almaktadur.
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1. Kavramsal Temel: Risk Toplumu, Afet ve Sakinim Politikas:

Bu béliimde ilkin risk toplumu kavrami tizerine durularak, risk toplu-
mu yaklagimi afetlerle iliskili olarak incelenmekte, ardindan sakinim poli-

tikasi kavrami degisen risklerle iligkili olarak ele alinmaktadir.

1.1. Risk Toplumu ve Afet Olgusunun Doniisiimii

Giddens (1991) risk toplumunu, ge¢ modernite dedigi kavramla iligki-
lendirerek, kiiresel ve kontrol edilmesi gii¢ tehlikelerin baskin hale geldigi
bir toplumsal evre anlaminda kullanmaktadir. Giddens, risk toplumunu
ve modernitenin getirdigi belirsizlikleri analiz ederken riskleri temel olarak
iki ana baglikta digsal ve imal edilmis risk olarak birbirinden ayirmaktadir.
Dissal risk, geleneksel toplum yapisinda baskin olan, insan miidahalesin-
den bagimsiz ve deprem, sel, kuraklik, salgin hastalik gibi “disaridan” gelen
tehlikelerdir. Imal edilmis risk ise, modernitenin (6zellikle ge¢ modernite-
nin) asil belirleyicisi olan, bizzat insan faaliyetleri, teknik kararlar ve tekno-

lojik gelismeler sonucu ortaya ¢ikan tehlikelerdir.

Bu ¢ergevede risk toplumu, modernlesme ile birlikte ortaya ¢ikan be-
lirsizliklerin yan etkilerinin geleneksel kurumlar araciligiyla yonetilmekte
zorlandigini savunan bir yaklagimdir. Risk toplumu, sanayilesmenin ‘basa-
risinin’ bir yan {iriini olarak ortaya ¢ikmis olup, riskler bireyselin 6tesinde
yapisal nitelik tagtyarak toplumsal karar alma siiregleriyle dogrudan bag-
lanuli olarak gelismektedir. Klasik sanayi toplumunda zenginlik 6n plana
ctkarken, risk toplumunda ise risk {iretimi 6n plana ¢tkmakeadir (Beck,

1992).

Risk toplumu kavramini daha elestirel bir sekilde ele alan Beck, top-
lumlarin gelisiminde farkli evreler oldugunu ifade etmekte ve risk toplu-
munu bu siirecin son halkasi olarak nitelendirmektedir. Modernlesmenin
kendi olusturdugu sorunlari tartstgi asamada risk toplumunun ortaya
ctkugini belirten Beck, bu risklerin eskiye kiyasla daha sinir tanimaz, he-
saplanamaz ve telafi edilmesi gii¢ kayiplara sebep oldugunu vurgulamakta-
dir (Coban, 2024: 335). Bu baglamda afet riskleri yalnizca fiziksel olaylar
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olmanin Stesinde, yonetsel ve toplumsal tercihlerin, kararlarin, kapasitele-

rin ve orgiitsel direngliligin birer uzantst olarak ortaya ¢ikmakreadir.

Bagka bir ifadeyle, giiniimiizde afetler yalnizca bir doga olay1 neticesin-
de gergeklesen bir hadise olmanin 6tesinde, etkileri bakimindan toplumu
yakindan ilgilendiren bir kriz tiirtidiir. Bu baglamda afetler, giig iliskileri-
ni, esitsizlikleri, kirilganliklar1 ve politik yonelimleri goriiniir kilmaktadir
(UNDRR, 2015; Kolay Cepni ve Varliklar Demirkazik, 2023). Afetlerin
ortaya ¢ikardigt bu tablo, maddi hasar ve can kayiplarinin 6tesinde bir
toplumun organizasyonu, sosyal etkilesimi ve afet direng seviyesi hakkinda
ipuglar1 vermektedir. Bu y6niiyle toplumlarin afet kirilganhigi, kentlesme
diizeyi, yoksulluk diizeyi, egitim seviyesi ve dayanigma araglari gibi un-
surlarla dogrudan baglanulidir. Toplumun afet dayanisma aglari ne kadar
gelismis ise afetle miicadele kapasitesi de o nispette gelismektedir (Celebi
ve Kara, 2025: 128).

Bu cergevede afetlerin doga ve insan kaynakl: riskler oldugu ve bu-
nun toplumsal, ekonomik ve yonetsel siireglerle sekillenen karmagik riskler
icerdigi goriilmektedir. Bu durum afet yonetiminde bir yandan yalnizca
miidahale ve iyilestirme siireglerine odaklanmanin yetersiz kaldigini or-
taya koyarken, diger yandan riskler ortaya ¢itkmadan 6nleyici politikalar
gelistirmenin onemini artirmaktadir (UNDRR, 2015). Dolaystyla saki-
nim politikalari, risk toplumunun ortaya ¢ikardigi bu yeni kosullara yanit

veren temel bir yaklagim olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

1.2. Sakinim Politikast ve Degisen Riskler

Sakinim politikasi, afet olusmadan 6nce kurumlari, kuruluglart ve
toplumu en az zarar ve fiziksel kayipla topyekiin olarak afete hazir hale
getirmek i¢in yasal, fiziksel, teknik ve idari tedbir alma siirecidir. Bu po-
litika, afetlerin olast etkilerini en aza indirmek maksadiyla risk azaltma
caligmalarinin yapilmasini ve uzun vadeli politikalarin hazirlanarak hayata
gecirilmesini kapsamaktadir (C)zey ve Unlii, 2020: 187). Bu yoniiyle risk
toplumunda sakinim politikalari, afetlerin yikici etkilerini azaltmada son

derece onemli bir yere sahiptir.
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Risk toplumu yaklagimi, afet yonetiminde proaktif adimlari igeren sa-
kinim politikalarinin 6n plana ¢ikmasina zemin olusturmugtur. Sakinim
politikasi, afetler meydana gelmeden once alinmast gereken tedbirlere
odaklanarak, afetin etkilerini en diisiik seviyede tutmay: amaglayan bii-
tiinciil bir afet politika yaklagimidir. Nitekim bu yaklasimin uluslararasi
diizeydeki en 6nemli yansimalarindan biri olan Sendai Cergevesi, afetlerle
miicadelede risk azaltiminin 6nemine dikkat ¢ekerek; dnleyici miidahale-

ler, toplumsal katilim ve ydnetisim anlayisi ¢cercevesinde ¢aligmalarin 6ne-
mini vurgulamaktadir (UNDRR, 2015).

Sakinim politikalarinin teorik arka planini anlamak i¢in modern top-
lumda risk kavramindaki degisime bakmak gerekmektedir. Gelinen sii-
regte riskler nitelik degisikligine ugramis ve sorumluluk anlayisini kokten
degistirmistir. Artik riskler dogadan kaynaklanan belirsizlikler olmanin
otesinde; sanayilesme, teknoloji, politika ve kararlar gibi insan eliyle iire-
tilen sonuglarla dogrudan iliskilendirilmektedir. Bu sebeple riskler bir ka-
der, tesadiif ya da dogal afet olmanin 6tesinde, yonetilmesi gereken 6nemli
toplumsal meseleler olarak ele alinmaktadir (Giddens, 1999). Bu bakis
agst, afetlerin hem doga olaylarindan kaynaklandigini hem de toplum-
sal olarak insa edilen siireglerle yakindan iliskili oldugunu gostermektedir.
Ornegin, deprem, sel ve firtina gibi olaylar afetin fiziksel tetikleyicilerini
olustururken, asil yikim bu olaylarin toplumsal kosullarla etkilesimi sonu-
cunda ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda kirilganlik yaklagimi, afetlerin
etkisinin, toplumlarin sosyoekonomik yapilari ve direng diizeyleriyle ilis-

kili oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir (Wisner vd., 2004).
Bu ¢ergeveyle uyumlu olarak Alesch vd. (2012)’nin degerlendirmesi,

sakinim politikalarinin yalnizca politika tercihleri ile fayda-maliyet dengesi
tizerinden sekillenmedigini gostermektedir. Aksine bu siire¢ kurumsal 6n-
celikler, yerlesik resmi prosediirler ve risk algisinin ic ice gectigi karmagik
bir yapi1 tarafindan belirlenmektedir. Ozellikle kirilganlik diizeylerinin ve
riskin algilanma geklinin kurumsal baglamda farklilagmasi, kamu politika-
larinin uygulanma bi¢imini dogrudan etkilemektedir. Bu nedenle sakinim

politikalarinin bagarisi, ekonomik unsurlara ek olarak toplumsal kirilgan-
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liklarin ve kurumsal dinamiklerin biitiinciil bigimde anlagilmasina da baglh

olmaktadir.

Sakinim politikast yalnizca dar anlamda bir afet 6nleme politikast ol-
may1p, ¢ok boyutlu ve ¢ok aktorlii bir yapiya sahiptir. Bu politikalar ayn:
zamanda toplumsal kalkinma hedefleriyle dogrudan iliskilidir. Bu yoniiyle
hem fiziksel altyapinin giiglendirilmesi hem de toplumsal direncin artiril-
masi, afetlere karst en etkili koruma ydntemleri arasinda yer almaktadir
(Fitzgerald vd., 2024; Figueiredo vd., 2018: 7). Dolayisiyla sakinim po-
litikalari, yalnizca devletin sorumlulugunda yiiriitillen bir siireg degildir.
Bu noktada yerel yonetimler, sivil toplum kuruluslari (STK), 6zel sektor
ve toplumsal katilim yénetisim temelli bir politika alani olarak degerlen-
dirilmektedir. Artan afet riskleriyle birlikte bu aktdrlerin tamamu siirecin
onemli bir parcasi ve belirleyicisi haline gelmektedir (Ekonomik Is birligi
ve Kalkinma Orgiitii [OECD], 2019; UNDP, 2014).

2. Tiirkiye’nin Afet Risk Profili ve Politika Araglar1

Bu béliimde 6ncelikle Tuirkiye'nin karst karstya kaldig: afet riskleri ele
alinmakta, ardindan bu risklere yonelik gelistirilen politika araglart ince-

lenmektedir.

2.1. Tiirkiye'nin Afet Risk Profili

Tiirkiye, sahip oldugu cografi, jeolojik ve iklim 6zellikleri dolayistyla
gecmisten bugiine muhtelif afetlere sikga maruz kalmus bir tilkedir. Diger-
lerinden farkls olarak 6zellikle deprem tehlikesi Tiirkiye'nin afet politika-
larinin belirleyicisi olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Tiirkiye topraklarinin biiyiik
cogunlugunun (%92) aktif ve inaktif fay hatlart tizerinde yer almasina
(AFAD, 2019; AFAD, 2022a) ¢k olarak, milyonlarca insanin bazi mega
kentlerde (Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir, Bursa, Antalya vb.) barinmast afet po-
litikalarinin ve politika 6nceliklerinin degismesini beraberinde getirmekte-
dir. Ayrica Kuzey, Dogu ve Bat1 Anadolu Fay Hatlar1 boyunca kurulmus

bu ve diger biiyiik sanayi kentlerinin ekonomik faaliyetleri de gz oniine
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alindiginda afet riskleriyle tiretimin durmasi, yap:1 stokunun zarar gérmesi
milyarlarca liralik maddi kayba ve hizmetlerin kisitlanmasina neden ola-
bilir (AFAD, 2022a; T.C. Cumhurbagkanlig1 Strateji ve Biitge Bagkanlig:
[SBB], 2023).

Deprem disinda Tiirkiye'nin afet risk profili gesitlilik gostermektedir.
Ornegin, Karadeniz Bolgesi gibi egimli ve yagislt bolgelerde heyelan ve
kaya diismesi; ani yagislara bagli olarak Karadeniz, Akdeniz ve Ege Bélge-
si’'nde sel; 6zellikle yaz aylarinda yine Ege ve Akdeniz kiyilarinda meydana
gelen orman yanginlart ile I¢ Anadolu ve Giineydogu Anadolu bolgelerin-
de goriilen kuraklik Tiirkiye'nin temel afet risk profilini ortaya koymak-
tadir (AFAD, 2022a). Bu profil, bir yandan afet risk ¢esitliligini ortaya
koyarken, diger yandan direngli sehir ve toplum olusturma gerekliligini

hatirlatmaktadir.

Bu risklerin olusumunda dogal faktérlerin yaninda kentlesme ve plan-
lama siiregleri de belirleyici olmaktadir. Tiirkiyede ozellikle gog ve kent-
lesme politikalari farkli risk alanlarini ortaya gikarmistr. 1950°li yillarda
%25 seviyesinde olan kentsel niifusun 2000’lerin baginda %73’lere ¢ik-
masi buna hazirliksiz olan Turkiye'de carpik bir kentlesmeye neden olmus-
tur. Bu siiregte planlama eksiklikleri ve kentsel alanlarin hizla kullanima
agilmasi afet dahil birtakim tehlikeleri beraberinde getirmistir. Buna ek
olarak 2000’li yillarin bagina kadar yapt mevzuat sorunlari, depremlerde
altyapinin yetersiz kalmasina neden olmustur. Yine altyap: yetersizligine
bagli olarak ortaya cikan seller tilkenin kirilganlik diizeyini ortaya koymak-
tadir (Diinya Bankasi [World Bank], 2019: 9). Tiirkiye'de 6zellikle iklim
ve afetler arasinda iliski daha belirgin hale gelmektedir. Bu dogrultuda or-
man yanginlar, sel, ¢1g, taskin gibi afet tiirlerinin siklikla goriilmesi, iklim
degisikligiyle giderek iliskili hale geldigini gostermektedir. Bu iligki, Ttir-
kiye’nin risk profilinde hem jeolojik kokenli depremlerin etkili oldugunu
hem de ¢evre ve iklim kogullarina bagli olarak ¢oklu afetlerin yasandigini
gostermektedir (Tatoglu, 2026).

Bu cercevede riskler artk fiziksel tehditlerle agiklanamayacak kadar
genislemis durumdadir. Ulkedeki politik, ekonomik ve toplumsal kiril-
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ganliklarin da riskleri artrdigy gortilmekeedir. Dolayisiyla diinyada ayn:
tiirden ve ayni biiyiiklitkeeki bir doga olayinin farkli toplumsal yapilarda
farkli etkiler ortaya ¢ikarmasi, toplumlarin risk seviyesinin yiiksekligini ifa-
de eden bu olguyla aciklanmaktadir (Ergiin ve Cihan, 2025: 134). Bagka
bir ifadeyle, afetlerin jeofiziksel veya biyolojik olaylarla iliskisinin yaninda
insanlarin savunmasizligi gibi sosyal yapr1 6zellikleri kayiplart artirabilmek-
tedir. Bunun yaninda iilkenin ekonomik ve politik siirecleri ve idarecilerin
tercihleri afetlerde basariyr ya da basarisizligs belirlemektedir. Sebebi ne
olursa olsun, tiim bu tercih ve siireclerin sonunda can kayiplari ve mal kay-
b1 gibi birtakim olumsuzluklar ortaya ¢ikmakeadir (Wisner vd., 2004: 7).
Genel olarak degerlendirildiginde, Tiirkiye'nin afet risk profilinin belirle-
yicileri arasinda cografi ve jeolojik konumu, iklim ve meteorolojik 6zellik-
leri, toplumsal yap1 ve kirilganliklar, yap1 stoku, kurumsal kapasitesi ve yo-
netsel tercihler (AFAD, 2022a; World Bank, 2022) 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir.

2.2, Tiirkiye'nin Afet Politika Araglar:

Tirkiye’'nin afet politikasi araglari, kurumsal, hukuki ve teknik bo-
yutlar1 kapsayan ¢ok katmanli bir yapr tizerine kuruludur. Bu noktada en
temel kurumsal arag, afet 6ncesi, sirast ve sonrast siireglerin koordinasyo-
nundan sorumlu olan AFAD olup, afet yénetiminde politika olusturma ve
uygulama islevlerini merkezi diizeyde yiirtitmektedir (AFAD, 2025a). Bu
yapinin ortaya ¢tkmasinin dnemli nedenleri arasinda, Tiirkiye'nin afet risk
profilinin yiiksek olmasi ve bu risklere yonelik politika araglarinin gelisti-

rilmesi zorunlulugu yer almaktadir.

Tirkiye'nin afet riski yiiksek bir tilke olmast, afet yonetiminde yalnizca
kriz yonetimi yaklagiminin yeterli olmadigini gostermistir. Bu realite, risk
onleme caligmalarinin stratejik bir kamu politikast alani haline gelmesi-
ne zemin hazirlamstir. Ozellikle 1999 Marmara Depremi, Tiirkiyede afet
yonetimi anlayisinda 6nemli bir kirilma noktast olmus ve reaktif yakla-
stmdan proaktif risk yonetimi anlayisina gegisi hizlandirmistr (Ergiin ve
Cihan, 2024; Geng, 2021). Bu siirecte afet yonetimindeki eksikliklerin

goriiniir hale gelmesi, kurumsal ve yapisal doniistimii zorunlu kilmugtir.
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1958 tarihli 7126 sayili Kanun'dan baglayarak 2012 tarihli 6306 sayili
Kanun’a kadar uzanan diizenlemeler, afet yonetiminin hukuki gerevesini
olugturmaktadir. 2009 yilinda yiirtirliige giren 5902 sayili Kanun ile afet
yonetiminden sorumlu kurumlar tek ¢at altinda toplanmig, 2018 yilinda
ise AFAD Icisleri Bakanligr'na baglanarak mevcut kurumsal yapi yeniden
diizenlenmistir (AFAD, t.y.-a). Bu gelismeler dogrultusunda, Tiirkiye'nin
afet yonetimi yapist yeniden sekillendirilmis ve AFAD koordinasyon ve

organizasyon agisindan merkezi bir aktér haline gelmistir (Sahin, 2023).

Kurumsal yapinin olusturulmasini takiben, iilke ihtiyaglart da goz
oniine alinarak politika araglart arasinda afet eylem ve miidahale planlar
ile risk azaltum planlari hazirlanmigtur. Bu kapsamda ilk olarak 2012 yilin-
da UDSEP hazirlanmisur. Bu plan, Tirkiyede deprem riskini azaltmak
amaciyla hazirlanmis ve deprem 6ncesi alinmasi gereken onleyici tedbirle-
ri, kurumsal sorumluluklari ve uzun vadeli hedefleri belirleyen stratejik bir
politika belgesi olarak uygulamaya konulmustur (AFAD, 2013). Ardindan
2014 yilinda Tiirkiye'de afet ve acil durumlara miidahale siirecini diizenle-
yen ulusal dl¢ekte bir plan olan TAMP hazirlanmisur. 2022 yilinda revize
edilen bu planla afetlerde hangi kurumun, neyi ne sekilde yapacag: once-
den belirlenmistir (AFAD, 2022b).

2021 yili igerisinde ¢aligmalari tamamlanan 6nemli planlardan biri de
IRAP olmustur. Il diizeyinde yerel olarak hazirlanan bu planlar 81 il igin
ayrt ayr1 hazirlanmis, her ilin kendine has riskleri tespit edilerek bu dog-
rultuda spesifik adimlarin ve eylemlerin atilmasi amaglanmisur (AFAD,
2025b). Yerel diizeyde gelistirilen bu planlari ulusal 6l¢ekte tamamlayan
yaklagim ise, TARAPur. Tiirkiye, 2022-2030 yillar1 arasinda afet riskleri-
ni en aza indirme dogrultusunda hazirladigt bu plan kapsaminda, tilkede
yasanabilecek her tiirlii afet riskine yonelik calismalarin kamu kurumlari,
yerel yonetimler, STK’lar ve 6zel sektdriin dahil oldugu yonetisim temel-
li bir anlayisla yiirtitiilmesini amaglamaktadir (AFAD, 2022a). Bu planin
ongordiigii yaklasimi destekler nitelikte UNDP (2023), orta ve uzun vade-
de depreme dayanikli ingaat odakli yeniden yapilanma ¢aligmalarinin ge-

rekliligine vurgu yaparak, risk azaluminda 6nemli bir alan acilabilecegini
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belirtmektedir. Ozellikle yap1 ruhsat siiregleri, kirtlganlik ve tehlike analiz-
leri, arazi planlamasi ve dayanikli yap: tiretimi gibi alanlar risk azaluminda

belirleyici unsurlar olarak 6ne ¢ikmakeadir.

Tiirkiyede afet politika araglari arasinda finansal mekanizmalar kapsa-
minda 6nemli bir yere sahip kurumlardan biri DASK’ur. Bu kurum, dep-
rem sonrast ortaya cikabilecek ekonomik kayiplarin azaltilmasi ve konut
sahiplerinin maddi giivence altina alinmasini amaglamaktadir. Bu sayede
devlet tizerindeki mali yiikiin azaltlmast ve riskin sigorta yoluyla paylagil-
mast hedeflenmektedir. Bu nedenle zorunlu deprem sigortasi, konutlarin
deprem ve buna bagli olarak ortaya ¢ikan hasarlara (yangin, yer kaymasi,
infilak, tsunami vb.) kars1 6nemli bir giivence olusturmaktadir (DASK,
t.y.; Yalaz, 2025).

Bu planlama araglariyla birlikte, Tiirkiye’nin afet politika onceliklerin-
de onemli bir degisim yasandig1 gorillmektedir. Yasanan afet deneyimle-
rinden hareketle risk odakli ¢alismalarin 6nemi daha fazla anlasilmis ve
bu dogrultuda politikalar gelistirilmistir. Bu politikalar 6zellikle kentsel
dontisiim siiregleri araciligiyla riskli yapilarin donistiiriilmesi ve direngli
schirlerin inga edilmesi hedefini yansitmaktadir. Bununla birlikte biitiin-
lesik afet yonetimi yaklagiminin benimsenmis olmast, afet politikalarinin
afet 6ncesi, an1 ve sonrast siiregleri kapsayacak sekilde biitiinciil bir ¢erge-
vede ele alindigini gostermektedir (UNDRR, 2015; AFAD, 2022a).

Bu biitiinciil yaklagim cercevesinde, afet yonetiminde gorev alacak
kurumlarin rollerinin 6nceden belirlenmesi ve koordinasyonun saglanma-
st etkin miicadele acisindan 6nem tagimaktadir. Buna ilaveten AFAD’in
stratejik amaglari arasinda yer alan toplumun siirece dahil edilmesi hede-
fi dogrultusunda gelistirilen gonillilitk sistemi 6nemli bir politika ara-
ct olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. 2019 yilinda olusturulan AFAD Gonillaluk
Projesi, goniilliilitk faaliyetlerini bireysel ve daginik olmaktan ¢ikararak
kurumsal, koordineli ve genis katulimli bir yapiya doniistiirmeyi amagla-
maktadir. AFAD’a gore bu proje ile afet yonetiminin tiim agamalarinda
gorev alabilecek bireylerin egitilmesi ve hazir hale getirilmesi hedeflenmis-
tir (AFAD, t.y.-b). Nitekim 623 bin kisi olan AFAD goniillii sayisinin, 6
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Subat depremlerinden sonra sisteme yeni kaulimla birlikte 1 milyon 632

bine yiikselmesi toplumsal katilimin afet yonetimindeki roltinti agtk¢a or-
taya koymaktadir (AFAD, 2023: 72; AFAD, 2026).

Son olarak, bu kurumsal ve hukuki gelismelerle birlikte Ttirkiye'nin
afet yonetim yaklasimindaki doniisiimde uluslararasi gelismelerin de etkisi
olmugstur. Tirkiye'nin Hyogo ve Sendai Cergeve Eylem Planlariyla uyum-
lu politikalar gelistirdigi goriilmektedir. Ozellikle 1999 sonrast donemde
gerceklestirilen reformlar, afet dncesi risk azaltum politikalarinin 6nem ka-

zanmasina katki saglamistir (Dogan, 2025: 68).

3. Tiirkiye'de Sakinim Politikalarinin Uygulanmasinda

Kargilagilan Sorunlar

Ge¢misten bugiine Tiirkiyede afetlerle miicadelede ¢esitli sorunlarla
kargilagilmaktadir. Bu sorunlarin varlig afet yénetiminde 6nlem almanin
ve risk azaltmanin 6nemini daha da artirmaktadir. Genel olarak bakild:-
ginda, sakinim politikalarinin uygulama siirecinde kurumsal, yonetsel ve
toplumsal sorunlarin varligi, politika hedefleriyle sahadaki gergeklik ara-
sinda 6nemli kopukluklar oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir (Turan, 2025:
66-67; Yildirim ve Saygin, 2024).

Nitekim sakinim politikalarinda yapisal sorunlarin giin yiiziine ¢ikug;
onemli 6rneklerden biri olan 6 Subat depremleri bu gelismeyi destekle-
mektedir. Bu deprem, 11 ili ve milyonlarca insani etkilemis, biiyiik can
kayiplarina ve yikima neden olmustur. Ozellikle imar planlarinin ve karar-
larinin yasal dayanagi olan 6306 sayili Kanun ve buna istinaden ¢ikarilan
yonetmeliklere gore insa edilen binalarin yikilmasi, yeterli hazirhigin ya-
pilmadigini ve 6nceki depremlerden gerekli derslerin ¢ikarilmadigint gos-
termektedir. Bu durum, mevcut afet 6nleme planlarinin ve yapi giivenligi
onlemlerinin uygulamada kargiliginin zayif oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir
(Kahraman, 2023). Bu yapisal sorunun bir uzantist olarak, milyonlarca
insanin yasadig1 kentlerde planlama yapilirken yerlesime uygunluk dene-

timlerinin yeterince yapilmamis olmast 6nemli bir problem alanidir. Aketif
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fay hatlarinin etkisinin goz ard: edilmesi, riskli ve yetersiz yap1 stokunun
varligt afet risklerini artirmaktadir. Ayrica sel ve taskin gibi tehlikelere kars
hatali yapilagma kararlari, bazi bélgelerde riskleri daha da derinlestirerek,
direngli kent ingast ve yap1 stokunun déniistimii igin daha fazla kaynak ve

planlama ihtiyacini ortaya koymaktadir (Ozmen, 2024: 137).

Bu baglamda teknik sorunlar incelendiginde, afet risklerini artiran un-
surlar arasinda zemin kosullarinin dikkate alinmamasi, zemin etiitlerinin
yetersizligi, ruhsat siireclerinin etkin denetlenmemesi, mithendislik hiz-
metlerindeki eksiklikler ve malzeme kalitesi gibi sorunlar yer almaktadir.
S6z konusu durum, sorunun teknik yoniinii 6n plana ¢ikarmakla birlikte,
ayni zamanda yonetsel ve etik bir boyutu da ilgilendiren bir mesele oldu-
gunu gostermektedir (Kahraman, 2023). Buna ek olarak, Yetiskin (2025:
12), afet risk yonetiminde yukaridan asagtya isleyen merkezi yapinin, risk-

leri azaltmak yerine yeni kirilganliklar tiretebildigini belirtmektedir.

Bu cergevede, teknik ve yonetsel sorunlar birlikte degerlendirildigin-
de, afet yonetim siireglerinin kriz yonetiminden risk yonetimine evrilmis
olmasi 6nemli bir paradigma degisimini ifade etse de bu dontisiimiin uy-
gulamada istenilen diizeyde karsilik bulamadigi goriilmektedir. Ozellikle
koordinasyon eksiklikleri, denetim mekanizmalarinin etkin islememesi ve
afet ydnetimine ayrilan kaynaklarin sinirli kalmasi, sakinim politikalarinin

uygulanmasini zorlagtirmaktadir (Demir vd., 2025).

Bu dogrultuda konuya politika belgeleri diizeyinde bakildiginda, Tir-
kiye'de afet sakinim politikalarina doniik risk azaltimi yaklagimi ¢ergevesin-
de gesitli belgelerin varligi goriillmekeedir. Sakinim politikalarinin 6zellikle
UDSEDR, TAMP, TARAP ve IRAP gibi politika belgeleri araciligiyla ortaya
konulmaya calisildig1 goriilmektedir. Bu belgeler afetlere karst 6nlem alin-
masi, miidahale kapasitesinin artirilmasi ve daha direngli toplum olustu-
rulmasi gibi hedefler dogrultusunda ¢alisma yapilmasini 6ngormektedir.
Fakat strateji belgesinde ve planda ortaya konulan hedeflerin uygulanmas:
noktasinda ¢esitli sorunlarla karst karsiya kalindigi goriilmektedir. Alun-
kesen (2025) tarafindan yapilan ¢alismada, Tiirkiye'de afet yonetiminin ve

sakinim politikalarinin 6niindeki engeller ortaya konmaktadir. Buna gore
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kurumlar arasi yetki karmagasi, esgiidiim sorunu, risk azaltma ¢aligmalari-
nin 6niinde 6nemli bir engel olarak durmaktadir. Bunun yaninda biitge ve
personel sorunlari, toplumsal farkindalik diizeyinin diisiikliigii ve denetim
mekanizmalarindaki problemler benzer sorunlar arasinda yer almaktadir.
Bu ¢ergevede Yetigkin (2025: 12) tarafindan da vurgulandig: izere, afet
politikalarinin uygulanmasinda yonetsel, siyasal, kurumsal dinamikler et-
kili olabilmektedir. Bu dogrultuda afet politikalari zaman zaman giig ilis-
kileri, siyasal egilimler ve toplumsal ayrismalardan da etkilenerek sekille-

nebilmektedir.

Bunun yani sira, uygulama siirecindeki sorunlar daha dar ¢ercevede de
goriilmekredir. Ozellikle afet sonrast siiregte, konut stkintisinin ortaya ¢ik-
masi ve buna kalici ve kesin ¢oziim tiretme noktasinda konut kooperatifle-
rinin ¢alismalarina duyulan ihtiya¢ Ozdogan vd. (2025) tarafindan yapilan
aragtirmada ele alinmisur. Buna gore Tiirkiyede afet sonrast toparlanma
asamasinda konut kooperatiflerinin yeterince temsil edilmedigi vurgu-
lanmistir. Devlet tarafindan hizli ve merkezi diizeyde konut politikasinin
standart olgiilere gore yapilmis olmasi, kooperatif konut alternatiflerinin

ortaya ¢ikigini kisitlamakeadir.

Finansal boyutta ise, Turkiye'de afet sakinim politikalar: igerisinde si-
gorta sistemine iligkin sorunlar da s6z konusudur. Fiziksel risk azaltmi ve
afetlerden en az diizeyde etkilenme agisindan 6nemli olan sigorta sistemi,
ozellikle deprem, yangin, sel gibi biiyitk maddi zararlar kargisinda eko-
nomik bir destek unsuruna déntismekeedir. Turkiye'de sigorta sisteminin
toplumsal diizeyde bir sakinim politikast olarak yeterince goriilmedigi, in-
sanlarin afet ve diger tehlikeler konusunda hazirlik yapma durumlarinin
afet dénemleriyle iliskili oldugu, gelir basta olmak tizere sigortacilik talebi-
ni etkileyen ¢esitli toplumsal ve yonetsel degiskenlerin oldugu goriilmek-
tedir (Azimli Cilingir, 2018: 20; Okan, 2025; Kutlu, 2025).

Bu durumun somut yansimasi olarak, belirsizliklerin ve risklerin arttig;
giiniimiizde sigortalilik diizeyinin disiik olusu kirilganliklari da artirmak-
tadir. Verilere gore (DASK, 2026) Tirkiyede halihazirda 11 milyon 686
bin adet polige bulunmakrtadir. Sigortalilik orani ise %58,5’tir. Ayni veriye
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gore ozellikle 6 Subat depremi sonrasinda DASK polige sayisinda ve sigor-
talilik oranlarinda kismi bir artis yasandigt gortilmektedir. 2022 yilinda
%43,20 olan oranin, 2023 yili sonu itibartyla %95,80’e yiikseldigi; sonra-
ki yillarda depremin etkileri unutuldukea sigortalilik sayisinda azalma ya
da sabit kalma egilimi goriilmektedir. Bu veriler insanlarin act bir tecriibe

edinmeden risklere karg1 yeterince harekete gecmediklerini gostermektedir.

Bu baglamda, 6zellikle deprem bblgesinin yaninda Istanbul ve Mar-
mara Bolgesi’nde giinliik police sayist %55 oraninda artmistir. Ancak bu
artisin kalict olmadig1 ve zamanla olagan seyrine dondiigii goriilmekeedir.
Bu durum, bireylerin ¢ogunlukla dogrudan deneyim yasamadikga risklere
karsi harekete gegmekete isteksiz davrandiklarini gostermektedir (Ozbugu-
tu, 2025). Buna ek olarak, halkin afet sigortalart konusunda farkindalik ve
bilgi diizeyinin diisiik oldugu séylenebilir. Nitekim Tirtg ve Erkus (2024:
2337) tarafindan yapilan aragtirmada, bireylerin 6zellikle firtina, sel, hor-
tum gibi olaylar neticesinde sigorta siireglerine ve bagvuru merkezlerine

dair bilgi sahibi olmadiklar: tespit edilmistir.

Genel olarak degerlendirildiginde 1999, 2011 ve 2023 depremleri
kentsel politikalardaki dontisiimiin afetlerin etkileri tizerinde ¢eligkili so-
nuglar dogurdugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Bir yandan kentsel doniisiimle
daha yeni ve gii¢lii bir acil durum hazirhigs ve yapilasma hedeflenirken,
diger yandan afetlerde yapilarin ciddi anlamda zarar gormesi kirilganlig
gostermektedir. Bu sonug afet odakli kentsel politikalarin isleyisinde so-
runlarin devam ettigini ortaya koymaktadir (Kizildere, 2025: 137). Bu
noktada, afet sonrast toparlanma ve yeniden insa siirecinde yasam alanini
yeniden olusturma, altyapiy: gii¢lendirme, ekonomik faaliyetleri canlan-
dirma ve toplumsal dayaniklilig1 arttirma bir biitiin olarak ele alinmalidur.
Bu sebeple hitkiimet liderliginde planlama ve koordinasyon ¢alismalarinin
yapilmasi, altyapinin ve kiiltiirel mirasin yeniden inga edilmesi, kiigiik is-
letmeler ve esnaf i¢in destek programlarinin yaninda istihdam firsatlarinin
ve mesleki egitimin yayginlasturilmasi 6zellikle sosyoekonomik yasamin
yeniden tesisinde 6nemlidir (UNDP, 2023). Ayrica sakinim politikalarinin
engelli, yasli, cocuk, kadin, yoksul gibi kirilgan gruplarin 6zel ihtiyaclarina
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gore yapilmasi, afetlerde bu kesimlerin giivenliginin saglanmasina y6nelik
gergekei adimlarin sadece kagit tizerinde kalmamasi sakinim politikalari-

nin etkililigi agisindan gereklilikeir.

Ozetle, afet ve sakinim politikalarinin uygulama sorunlart 6 Subat
depremlerinde net olarak goriilmiistiir. Ozellikle koordinasyon sorunlari,
denetim mekanizmalarinin isleyisindeki aksakliklar ve afet yonetimine ay-
rilan kaynaklarin yetersizligi sakinim politikalarinin etkinligini azaltmak-
tadir. Tim bu etmenler Turkiye'de risk toplumuna 6zgii kirillganliklarin
derinlesmesine etki etmektedir (Erol, 2025; Tekdemir, 2025; TMMOB,
2023).

Sonug

Bu calisma, risk toplumu yaklagimi gercevesinde Turkiyede afetlere
yonelik sakinim politikalarint inceleyerek, afetlerin doga kaynakli olma-
larinin yaninda, toplumsal, yonetsel ve yapisal siireglerle iligkili riskler
biitiinti oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Elde edilen bulgular, 2009 yilinda
AFAD’1n kurulusuyla birlikte, afet yonetimi alaninda 6nemli kurumsal ve
hukuki gelismeler yasandigini, risk azaltimina yonelik politika belgeleri-
nin olusturuldugunu ve uluslararasi ¢ergevelerle uyumlu bir yaklagimin

benimsendigini gostermektedir.

Fakat uygulama siirecinde ciddi sorunlarin devam ettigi ve bu duru-
mun sakinim politikalarinin basarisini olumsuz yonde etkiledigi de go-
rillmektedir. Bu sonug, risk toplumu yaklasiminin ortaya koydugu ire-
tilmis riskler’ ve ‘yapisal kirilganliklar’ kavramlariyla uyumlu bir sekilde,
afetlerin etkilerinin bir biitiin olarak fiziksel tehditler, yonetsel tercihler,
planlama eksiklikleri ve toplumsal hazirlik diizeyinden kaynaklandigin
dogrulamaktadir. Bu baglamda ¢alisma, tek bagina afetlerin kriz aninda
miidahale edilmesi gereken olaylar olmadigini, bir biitiin olarak risk toplu-
mu cercevesinde farkls siireclerle dogrudan iliskili oldugunu vurgulayarak
literatiire kavramsal ve analitik katk: saglamaya calismaktadir. Nitekim 6

Subat depremleri bagta olmak tizere yakin dénemde Tiirkiye'nin yasadig:
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afet deneyimleri, mevcut politika araglarinin bir biitiin olarak uygulanmas:

gerektigini agtkca gostermistir.

Elde edilen bulgular dogrultusunda, Turkiyede sakinim politikalarinin
etkinliginin artirilmast igin bazt somut 6neriler sunulabilir. Oncelikle, afet
yonetiminde merkeziyetci yapt ile yerel uygulamalar arasindaki uyum giig-
lendirilmelidir. Yerel yonetimlerin risk belirleme, planlama ve uygulama
stireglerindeki rolti artirilmali ve bu kurumlarin teknik ve mali kapasiteleri
giiclendirilmelidir. Ciinkii afet riskleri ilkin yerel dl¢ekte ortaya ¢ikmakta
ve etkilerini en yogun sekilde bu bélgede yasayanlar hissetmektedir.

Ikinci olarak, denetim mekanizmalarinin giiglendirilmesi ve denetim-
lerin gercekgi bir bigimde yapilmast ¢ok onemlidir. Yapt giivenligi, imar
uygulamalar1 ve ruhsat siireglerinde etkin ve bagimsiz denetim sistem-
lerinin olusturulmasi, afet risklerinin azalulmasina katki saglayacakur.
Mevcut bulgular, teknik ve hukuki bazi diizenlemelerin yapildigini ortaya
koymakla birlikte, uygulamada biiyiik sorunlarin devam ettigini de goster-
mektedir. Bu nedenle denetimlerin sadece kagit tizerinde degil, gercekei ve

etkin bir gekilde yapilmast gerekmektedir.

Ugiincii olarak, sakinim politikalarinin yayginlastirilmasi ve sahiple-
nilmesi i¢in toplumsal farkindalik ve katilim artirilmalidir. Ciinkii afetlere
hazirlik tek bagina kamu kurumlarinin tstesinden gelebilecegi bir mesele
degildir. Bireylerin ve toplumun risk algisinin gelistirilmesi, afet egitimle-
rinin yayginlastrilmasi ve goniilliilitk mekanizmalarinin tegvik edilmesi,
sakinim politikalarinin basarisini dogrudan etkileyecektir. Buna ek olarak,
sigorta sistemine yonelik biling diizeyinin artrilmasi, ekonomik kirilgan-

liklarin azaltulmasina katk: saglayacakur.

Déordiincii olarak, afet politikalarinin sosyal politikalarla uyumlu bir
bicimde, kirilgan gruplari kapsayacak sekilde ele alinmasi gerekmektedir.
Yoksullar, kadinlar, ¢ocuklar, yaglilar ve engelliler afetlerden daha ¢ok etki-
lenmektedir. Bu nedenle sakinim politikalarinin bu gruplarin ihtiyaglarini

dikkate alacak gekilde tasarlanmasi ve uygulanmasi 6nemlidir.
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Son olarak, gelecekte yapilacak caligmalar icin disiplinler arasi yakla-
stmlarin gelistirilmesi 6nerilmektedir. Afetler yalnizca miithendislik ya da
kamu yoénetimi alanina ait bir konu degildir. Sosyoloji, ekonomi, sehir
planlama ve ¢evre bilimleri gibi farkli alanlarin katkisiyla daha kapsamli
caligmalar ve is birlikleri yapilabilir. Ayrica uygulamaya yonelik saha aras-
tirmalarinin arurilmasi, politika belgeleri ile pratik arasindaki uyumsuz-

luklarin daha net ortaya konulmasina yardimer olacakur.

Genel olarak degerlendirildiginde, Tiirkiye'de afet yonetiminde 6nemli
bir doniisiim siireci yasandigt goriillmektedir. Fakat bu doniisiimiin uy-
gulamaya tam olarak yansimadigi da yakin zamanda gergeklesen afetlerle
daha net anlagilmigtir. Bu nedenle risk toplumunun gerektirdigi proakeif
ve biitiinciil yaklagimin hem politika belgelerinde hem de uygulamada ha-
yata gegirilmesi son derece nemlidir. Diger tiirlii mevcut kirilganliklarin
devam etmesi ve olast afetlerin benzer sonuglar dogurmasi kaginilmaz ola-

cakurr.
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Extended Summary
Purpose

This study examines disaster mitigation policies in Tirkiye within
the framework of the risk society approach and discusses the necessity
of preventive policies for disasters. The main aim of the study is to
address Turkiye’s disaster risk profile and mitigation policies from the
perspective of the risk society and to reveal the problems encountered in

the implementation of these policies.

In this context, the study first discusses the concepts of risk society,
disaster, and mitigation policy on a conceptual basis. It then outlines
Tirkiye’s disaster risk profile and refers to the relevant policy instruments.
In the following part, the problems encountered in the implementation
of mitigation policies are discussed from different perspectives. In this
respect, the study aims to treat disasters as a specific issue that should
be interpreted both as a matter of public policy and within a governance

framework.

Scope and Problem Statement

Disasters vary in terms of their speed of occurrence and origins, and
they lead to large-scale and destructive impacts. This shows that disasters are
not only natural events but also complex risks shaped by human-induced
vulnerabilities. In the modern world, ongoing change and transformation
have led to the concentration of population in urban areas. This process has
deepened various urban problems, particularly unplanned urbanization
and unsafe construction. When these problems combine with disasters,
they result in significant loss of life and environmental damage, turning

into crises that deeply affect societies.

In Turkiye, problems related to planning, supervision, and
implementation at the local level during the disaster management process
make disaster risks more structural and increase disaster-related losses.

Although legal and institutional documents emphasize the importance of
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the pre-disaster phase, these problems continue in practice. This indicates
that approaches focusing only on response during crisis situations are
insufficient and that risk-oriented disaster mitigation policies should be

prioritized instead.

Method

The study was prepared within the framework of qualitative research
and employed the document analysis technique in order to examine the
institutional, administrative, and social dimensions of disaster mitigation
policy in Tiirkiye. In this context, national and international literature
related to the concepts of risk society, disaster, and mitigation policy was
reviewed. While addressing the concept of risk society, the main approaches
in the literature, particularly those of Ulrich Beck, were evaluated, and the
dimensions of risk production, uncertainty, and vulnerability in modern

society were discussed.

In addition, reports prepared in line with international frameworks
such as the Sendai Framework guided the analysis process. In the case of
Tiirkiye, AFAD activity reports, UDSEP, TAMP, TARAP, IRAD, various

reports, and recent academic studies were used as the main data sources.

Findings
The findings show that with the establishment of AFAD in 2009,

significant institutional and legal developments took place in the field of
disaster management, and policy documents aimed at risk reduction were
developed. It is seen that Tiirkiye’s disaster policy instruments are built on
a multi-layered structure that includes institutional, legal, and technical

dimensions. In addition, important steps have been taken to reduce

disaster risks through plans such as UDSEP, TAMP, TARAP, and IRAP.

However, the presence of problems in the implementation of mitigation

policies draws attention. In particular, lack of coordination, ineffective
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functioning of supervision mechanisms, and limited resources make
this process more difficult. The February 6 earthquakes clearly revealed
that existing plans have not been sufficiently implemented in practice.
Moreover, low levels of public awareness and the limited spread of the

insurance system increase vulnerabilities.

Conclusion and Discussion

This study shows that disasters are not only natural events but also a set
of risks related to social, administrative, and structural processes. This result
is consistent with the concepts of “manufactured risks” and “structural
vulnerabilities” proposed by the risk society approach. However, it is also
observed that serious problems continue in the implementation process,
and this situation negatively affects the success of mitigation policies. In
this context, it is emphasized that disasters are not events that should only
be addressed at the moment of crisis, but are directly related to different
processes within the framework of the risk society. Recent disasters clearly
demonstrate that existing policy tools need to be implemented in a

COI’Ilpl‘ChCI‘lSiVC manner.

Based on the findings, it is important to strengthen the coordination
between central and local levels, to make supervision mechanisms
more effective, and to increase public awareness. In addition, disaster
policies should be handled in a way that includes vulnerable groups, and
interdisciplinary studies should be developed. Overall, although there has
been a significant transformation in disaster management in Tiirkiye, it
is seen that this transformation has not been fully reflected in practice.
Therefore, it is crucial to implement a proactive and holistic approach both

in policy documents and in practice.
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This study examines the persistent security dilemma between Afghanistan and Pakistan
in the post-2021 period following the withdrawal of U.S. forces and the return of
the Taliban to power. Despite shared religious, cultural, and historical ties, bilateral
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PAKISTAN: GUVENSIZLIK VE YANLIS ALGI
DONGUSU
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Oz

Bu ¢aligma, ABD giiclerinin ¢ekilmesi ve Taliban’in 2021 yilinda yeniden iktidara
gelmesinin ardindan Afganistan ile Pakistan arasinda devam eden giivenlik ikilemini
incelemektedir. Dini, kiiltiirel ve taribsel ortakliklara ragmen, iki iilke arasindaki
iliskiler sinir ¢atismalars, karsilikly suclamalar ve artan giivensizlikle daha da ki-
tiilesmigtir. Tarihsel-konstriiktivist bir giivenlik ikilemi yaklasimini benimseyen bu
calisma, catigmanin temelinde dogrudan askeri tehditlerden ziyade algrya dayaly gii-
vensizgligin yattigini savunmaktadsr. Pakistanin sinir ¢itleme politikalar: ve terorle
miicadele operasyonlar: ile Afganistanin Durand Hatti'ni tanimay: reddetmesi ve
devlet disi aktorler iizerindeki sinirly kontrolii, karsi taraf¢a saldirgan ve tehditkir
adimlar olarak algilanmaktadsr. Calisma, somiirge doneminden kalan miraslarmn,
ulusal kimlik tartismalarinin, i¢ siyasi kirilganliklarin ve ozellikle Tehrik-i-1aliban
Pakistan (TTP) gibi sinir asan silahls gruplarin korku ve misilleme dingiisiinii nasil
besledigini ortaya koymaktadir. 2021 sonrast gelismeler, resmi belgeler ve akademik
literatiire dayanan nitel analiz sonucunda, giiven artirics onlemler, ortak sinir yoneti-
mi ve militanligin ortak bir tehdit olarak kabul edilmemesi durumunda Afganistan—
Pakistan giivenlik ikileminin diplomatik temaslara ragmen devam edecegi sonucuna
varilmaktadr.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Afganistan—Pakistan iliskileri, Durand Hatti, Giivenlik Ikile-
mi, Tebrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
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Introduction

This paper examines one of the most perplexing security rivalries
in South Asia between Afghanistan and Pakistan. Since the Taliban
returned to power in 2021 following the withdrawal of U.S. forces, the
two countries have experienced repeated border clashes and escalating
tensions, despite Pakistan’s historical links with the Taliban. The recent
attacks on the Kandahar airport oil depot and residential areas in Kabul
highlight the imminent danger of the conflict escalating into a full-
fledged war (Yawar, 2026). Furthermore, mediation efforts by Tiirkiye,
Qatar, and Saudi Arabia in October 2025, and more recently by China,
temporarily eased the fighting. However, they failed to end the conflict,
and the parties continued to blame one another (Shahzad et al., 2026).
Against this backdrop, the study addresses three core questions: why
Afghanistan and Pakistan, despite their shared religious, cultural, and
historical ties, continue to perceive one another as security threats
after 2021; to what extent contemporary tensions are rooted in and
exacerbated by colonial-era legacies, particularly the unresolved Durand
Line dispute; and how cross-border militant activity especially by the
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (T'TP) has reinforced cycles of mistrust and
retaliation (Shah et al., 2024). These questions are significant because,
although Afghanistan—Pakistan relations have been widely examined in
terms of borders and power politics, limited attention has been paid to
the post-2021 period through the lens of the security dilemma, where
fear, perception, and misinterpretation, rather than direct military
confrontation, serve as the primary drivers of conflict (Asma et al.,
2024).

Regional security dynamics have shifted significantly following
the U.S. withdrawal, the Talibans return to power in Afghanistan,
and the increased activity and attacks by the TTP. Some perspectives
suggest that external powers—such as the United States—could be
benefiting from this volatile situation to constrain Chinese and Russian
influence, particularly given the presence of groups like The Islamic
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State — Khorasan Province (ISIS-K). Given the complex interplay of
deep-rooted historical, political, international, and regional factors, it
is essential to reassess the situation with a fresh perspective (Popalzay,
2024).

The main argument of this article is that the persistence of the
Afghanistan-Pakistan security dilemma is driven not by material
military capabilities, but by historically constructed, incompatible state
identities and path-dependent enmity rooted in the colonial legacy of
the Durand Line, which historical constructivism explains by showing
how past beliefs and narratives continuously shape contemporary
threat perceptions and hostile interactions between the two states. The
defensive measures of each country, Pakistan’s border fences, and the
demand to acknowledge the Durand Line and Afghanistan to endure
the pressure of the outside, and a tolerance of certain militant groups,
are regarded by the other as a threat. Old historical issues, national
identity, and the actions of non-state actors perpetuate this cycle.
The paper concludes that the absence of trust-building will not allow
cooperation and will lead both parties to continue despite the existence
of diplomatic negotiations between the two countries sharing the same
religion (Azam, 2024).

Other explanations, such as attributing the conflict to religious
extremism or ideology, are not complete explanations of the problem.
In the same way, laying the blame solely on the Taliban or the military
of Pakistan overlooks the history and structural distrust. This paper
utilizes a historical-constructivist framework for security studies. This
approach prioritizes the role of perceptions, historical context, and
miscommunication, moving beyond a narrow focus on politics.

This study employs a theory-testing qualitative case study method,
utilizing process tracing (Van Evera, 1997) to assess the explanatory
power of the historical-constructivist framework against empirical
evidence from the 2021-2026 period. In a theory-testing case study
method, the researcher begins with a pre-existing theory and uses a
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single, carefully selected case to examine whether that theory holds
explanatory power in a real-world setting. Rather than trying to build
a new theory from the ground up, the goal is to assess the theory’s
validity by deriving specific predictions or hypotheses from it and
then comparing those against the empirical evidence of the case.
If the evidence aligns with the theory’s expectations, the theory is
strengthened; if not, its limitations are exposed, potentially leading to
refinement or rejection. As Van Evera (1997) describes, this approach is
particularly useful for identifying the scope and conditions under which
a theory applies, offering a rigorous test of its causal logic without the
need for large-scale statistical analysis (Van Evera, 1997: 55). Process-
tracing is defined as “the systematic examination of evidence selected
and analyzed in light of research questions and hypotheses posed by the
investigator” (Collier, 2011, p. 823).

The security dilemma between Pakistan and Afghanistan after 2021
raises several critical questions. First, Pakistan argues that Afghanistan
is using its territory to launch attacks against it. This claim requires
careful examination, as there is ground-level evidence suggesting this is
a central issue that must be addressed. Second, the study must examine
Pakistan’s ethnic composition. Decades of political imbalance within
Pakistan have fuelled internal tensions and created space for non-state
actors such as the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) and the Sindhudesh
Liberation Army (SLA)—not just the TTP. The roots of these insecurities
lie in Pakistan’s own political asymmetries. Therefore, analysing the
causes of internal instability in Pakistan offers a broader perspective on
the overall problem.

The paper is divided into three major sections. In the first section,
we critique the existing literature on explaining the conflict between
Afghanistan and Pakistan, identifying the limitations of purely strategic
and materialist approaches. The second section lays out the potential
theories, especially historical constructivism, to explain the conflict,
establishing the conceptual framework of the security dilemma, path-
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dependent enmity, and incompatible constitutional structures. The third
section presents the empirical analysis of the Afghanistan—Pakistan
case, demonstrating how the Durand Line functions as a constitutive
symbol of colonial legacy, how domestic instability and transnational
militancy reinforce the cycle of violence, and how regional dimensions
and diplomatic diversification shape bilateral tensions, ultimately
supporting the argument that historically constructed identities and
perceptions—not material capabilities—drive the persistent security
dilemma between the two states.

Literature Review

Scholars have consistently indicated that relations between Pakistan
and Afghanistan remain characterized by deep distrust, shifting threat
perceptions, and persistent security tensions, particularly following the
Taliban’s return to power in 2021. This bilateral relationship has been
extensively examined through the lens of the security dilemma (Khan,
2025; Zarawar et al., 2024; Kamran and Chitrali, 2025). Khan (2025)
states that the governance of the Islamic Emirate has increased the
perceived vulnerability of Pakistan, whereas Zarawar et al. (2024) focus
on the differences in relations between Pakistan and the Taliban and
the past Kabul government, and on how conflicting security priorities
keep the bilateral relationship on the edge of conflict. Similarly, Kamran
and Chitrali (2025) indicate that China may be a confidence-building
actor, but their discussion does not incorporate the domestic factors
within Afghanistan completely. Together, these are studies that focus
on the continuity of mistrust, but this time, the Pakistani point of view
takes the lead, and little opportunity is provided to understand how the
Afghan population perceives threats.

The other research direction is the TTP-Afghan Taliban nexus as
one of the key obstacles to stable relations. Asma, Akhtar, and Ullah
(2024) are inclined to demonstrate that ideological and operational
correlations between the two groups exacerbate the security issues of

230 SDE AKADEMI DERGISI




Seyit Ali Aveu - Mohammad Khan Sultani

Pakistan and diminish the chances of bilateral cooperation. Khan and
Igbal (2025) further claim that the resurgence of the TTP under a careless
Afghan government poses risks to intersectional and regional security,
but their work does not provide adequate field-based confirmation
on claims regarding said militant revival. Ali (2014) gives a previous
Afghanistan-Pakistan insecurity and mutual threats, but his work
naturally is pre-2021 changes and thus does not address the post 2021
changes. Combined, this scholarship highlights the destabilizing impact
of militant sanctuaries but still fails to consider the side of Afghanistan
on the matter, and fails to explain the exact extent of control that Kabul
has on the group TTP.

The relationship between Pakistan and Afghanistan in terms of trust
and mistrust is analysed in terms of a wider historical and political
context. Kaleem et al. (2023) document the progress of events leading
up to and following 9/11, stating that the shift in ideological solidarity
to strategic competition is gradual. Taye and Ahmed (2021) describe the
trust-mistrust paradox on the example of regional political psychology,
whereas Idrees and Naazer (2022) demonstrate that the lack of
meaningful counterterrorism cooperation until 2018 was caused by the
suspicion that had existed since the year 2001. Kaleem et al., (2023) also
emphasize the long-term shift in trust but fail to consider the changes
that occurred once the U.S. withdrew. In general, both works show that
mistrust has structural resiliency, yet they do not reflect the strategic
environment after 2021.

Several theorists emphasize the role of external forces and
multilateral processes. Adem Cakir (2023) puts Pakistan-Afghanistan
relations in a broader global competition and contends that the U.S.-
China rivalry forms the regional politics and constrains the bilateral
independence (Cakur, 2023: 45-46). The role of China, as highlighted by
Kamran and Chitrali (2025), enhances this view, but Shukla (2011) and
Budihas (2011) give a more detailed history of the strategic motives of
Pakistan, especially the need to achieve a sense of strategic depth, All
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these studies point to the role of external forces and fail to adequately
attribute multilateral diplomacy to domestic politics in both states.

After 2021, scholars are more interested in the Taliban coming back
and what it would mean to the stability of the region. Akbar (2024)
discusses the extent to which Taliban 2.0 has escalated the border
insecurity and militancy difficulties facing Pakistan. Although he is less
concerned with the internal strategic argument of Pakistan, Popalzay
(2024) examines the way in which the Taliban resurgence is transforming
regional diplomatic alliances. Adding to these results, Khan and Igbal
(2025) suggest policy directions in decreasing tensions and promoting
institutional collaboration and trust building. All these works indicate
that the resurgence of the Taliban has intensified the security dilemma
and put bilateral engagement avenues in a complex position.

Lastly, the literature on the Durand Line conflict shows that it
has continued to influence mistrust. Hashimy (2023) introduces the
historical and political background of the disputable situation, whereas
Azam (2024) associates the conflict with the larger geopolitical struggle
and the conflicting regional interests. Despite providing some useful
conceptual understanding, these studies are mostly theoretical, with
no empirical investigation into the practice of border management, the
socio-economic situation, and realities within frontier communities,

and the effects of the latest diplomatic negotiations.

Altogether, the literature at hand gives valuable information on
Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, although there are still major gaps. Most
of the research focuses on the strategic concerns of Pakistan and provides
minimal coverage of Afghanistan narratives. The quality of field-based
evidence is usually limited, particularly in terms of the on-the-ground
operations of the TTP and Kabul’s ability to contain them. Furthermore,
although there are works that cover external forces, such as China or
the US., the other players in the region, including Iran, India, and
Central Asian states, are not explored in depth. Lastly, the fast-changing
context of the post-2021 period, characterized by a change in domestic
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politics in Pakistan and the governance in Afghanistan, is still under-
investigated. This study is thus set to fill these gaps by incorporating
the views of Afghans, merging factual evidence, and placing bilateral

tensions in a larger regional security context.

2. Theoretical Framework: Historical Constructivism

To explain why Afghanistan and Pakistan still view one another as
threats despite the Taliban re-taking power in 2021, and to examine the
security dilemma, this paper uses a historical-constructivist approach.
Historical constructivism emerged as a distinctive approach within
International Relations theory that challenges the timeless assumptions
of mainstream theories like neorealism by demonstrating that the
structures and dynamics of international politics are historically specific
rather than eternal givens. As Christian Reus-Smit (2008) explains, if
scholars conceive of all human agents as rational egoists animated
by universal rationality, “then the stuff of history drops out” (p. 396).
In contrast, constructivists attend to the ‘intersubjective beliefs’ that
constitute actors’ identities and interests across different epochs. Quentin
Bruneau (2021) observes that constructivism is particularly well-suited
for historical analysis because it “examines how ideational structures
and processes—such as norms, identities, and cultures—constitute
actors’ understandings of their interests and shape political outcomes
over time” (p. 123). Christian Reus-Smit’s (1999) work demonstrates
how different international systems develop fundamentally different
institutions based on varying ‘constitutional structures’ comprising
beliefs about the moral purpose of the state, sovereignty, and procedural
justice, while Rodney Bruce Hall (1999) shows how transformations
from dynastic to national sovereignty reconfigured the international
system by altering not only states’ internal legitimacy but also their
external behavior and understandings of interest.

Together, these scholarsilluminate the core contributions of historical
constructivism: demonstrating the historical specificity of the modern
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international system, revealing how intersubjective beliefs shape state
identities and interests, and emphasizing the role of constitutive ideas
in shaping international dynamics. As Bruneau (2021) notes, historical
constructivism “privileges the study of systemic change, demonstrating
how transformations in the ideational foundations of international
orders produce new configurations of power and purpose” (p. 128),
and reveals how “different international systems are characterized by
different logics of anarchy, depending on the identities and purposes
of their constituent units” (p. 125). Methodologically, historical
constructivism is interpretive, seeking to understand the meanings
actors attached to their world rather than imposing contemporary
categories on the past. As Reus-Smit (2008) argues, this approach marks
constructivist history off from both positivist social science seeking law-
like generalizations and traditional intellectual history treating ideas as
autonomous from political practice. Bruneau (2021) emphasizes that
historical constructivism “is not simply the application of constructivist
concepts to historical cases, but a distinctive orientation that recognizes
history as the very medium through which international politics is
constituted” (p. 132).

Historical constructivists employ methodological pluralism in their
approach to understanding the past, combining interpretive analysis,
process-tracing, and careful attention to actors’ own understandings
of their world. This methodological diversity reflects the constructivist
commitment to recovering the meanings that structured political action
rather than imposing contemporary categories on historical actors.
As Bruneau (2021) notes, historical constructivists “employ a range
of methods, from discourse analysis to genealogical investigation, all
aimed at recovering the meanings that structured political action in
different historical contexts” (p. 130). This approach distinguishes
historical constructivism from positivist social science that seeks law-
like generalizations, as it recognizes that the categories and concepts
through which actors understand their world are themselves products
of historical processes that require careful interpretive recovery.
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Historical constructivists engage with the security dilemma concept
but explain it in fundamentally different terms than traditional realist
theories, treating it as a socially constructed phenomenon rather than
an inevitable structural condition arising from anarchy. As Raluca-
Andreea Manea (2018) argues, constructivism allows for “a proper
apprehension of the security dilemma through transcending its rigid
understanding as an outcome of structure of the international system”
(p. 20), focusing instead on “the manner in which the security dilemma
emerges as a result of the social construction of world politics, the
subjective understandings conceived by actors on the international
arena and the ensuing perceptions about their counterparts and their
actions” (p. 21). Because threat perceptions depend on how states
identify each other through language, historical analogies, and shared
understandings, constructivists demonstrate that security dilemmas
vary across historical contexts and can be transformed through changes
in identity and norms (Er, 2010; Frederking, 2000). Research by Win
Tan Er (2010) illustrates this through analysis of how the Truman
Administration’s invocation of analogies to 1930s appeasement shaped
the identification of North Korea “as part of a monolithic communist
bloc that had to be deterred” (p. 5), while Brian Frederking (2000)
shows how superpowers resolved their security dilemma through the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty) by developing
new shared understandings and identities. By demonstrating how threat
perceptions are constituted through intersubjective meanings rather
than material capabilities alone, historical constructivists open space for
understanding how security dilemmas might be resolved rather than
simply managed across different historical contexts.

While historical institutionalism stresses ‘sticky’ institutions,
historical constructivism argues for path dependence in the realm of
ideas: the cultural meanings and intersubjective beliefs established
in the past continue to shape contemporary practices. This approach
explicitly breaks from materialist histories by showing how constitutive
ideas—like sovereignty or the moral purpose of the state—create
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cognitive paths that constrain and enable actors. The past endures not
just in rules, but in the ‘sticky’ beliefs and identities through which

actors define themselves and their world (Reus-Smit, 2008).

From a historical constructivist perspective, a country’s domestic
structure constitutes the interpretive site where state identity is
formed through shared understandings of historical experience.
As Krotz (2015) argues, historical domestic construction refers to
“dominant interpretations of the meaning and implications of historical
experiences” (p.24) that become embedded within a state’s political
culture, shaping national role conceptions and the state’s sense of
purpose. Rather than treating domestic politics as merely institutional
arrangements or material capabilities, this approach views the domestic
realm as the locus where ‘constitutional structures’—deep, historically
embedded beliefs about the ‘moral purpose of the state’ originate
and are sustained (Reus-Smit, 1999). These domestically constituted
identities function as cognitive and normative filters through which
external events are interpreted, shaping how states perceive others
and construct threat perceptions. Thus, for historical constructivists,
domestic structure matters not as a constraint on state action but as the
very source of the intersubjective understandings that constitute state

identity and, consequently, foreign policy behavior.

Building on the historical constructivist framework outlined above,
this paper evaluates the following hypotheses:

Hypothesis 1: Pakistan and Afghanistan view each other as threats
becausetheirstateidentitiesareconstitutedbyincompatibleconstitutional
structures (Reus-Smit, 1999). Pakistan’s domestic structure produces a
Westphalian identity rooted in territorial sovereignty and fixed borders,
while the Taliban’s domestic structure produces a transnational identity
rooted in Islamic solidarity that rejects the Durand Line as legitimate.
This clash in the very ‘moral purpose’ of the state generates existential

threat perception.
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Hypothesis 2: This conflict remains intractable because it is sustained
by a path-dependentlogic of enmity (Wendt, 1992). Historical grievances
have constituted Pakistan and Afghanistan as ‘enemies’—a social role
resistant to change—such that even the Talibans 2021 takeover has
failed to transform the relationship.

3. Empirical Analysis: The Security Dilemma in Afghanistan—
Pakistan Relations

This paper reveals that Afghanistan—Pakistan tensions are deeply
rooted in colonial history, contested identities, and socially constructed
narratives of threat and legitimacy. Understanding these factors is
essential for explaining why the conflict persists and why purely strategic
or security-based solutions have repeatedly failed. Instead of analyzing
the conflict solely through material military capabilities, the framework
focuses on perceptions, identity, history, and non-state actors as primary
sources of insecurity.

The core argument is that historical and identity-driven influences
form the narratives and perceptions of threat for each state. The
unresolved Durand Line issue, colonial-era territorial boundaries, the
question of Pashtunistan, and decades of mistrust between 1947 and
2021 constitute these historical legacies (Booth and Wheeler, 2008;
Jervis, 1978; Wendt, 1992). These legacies define how each state views
the other’s intentions—predominantly as hostile, even when both act in
self-defense.

We use the term security dilemma to describe a situation in which
measures taken by one state to enhance its security are perceived as
threatening by another, leading to countermeasures that increase
insecurity for both. In the Afghanistan-Pakistan conflict, Pakistan’s
efforts to increase its armed forces along the Durand Line and conduct
counterterrorism operations are viewed by Afghanistan as violations
of sovereignty. Conversely, Afghanistan’s military build-up and its
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historical contacts with the Taliban and TTP are seen by Pakistan as
direct security threats. This dilemma is intensified by non-state actors
such as the TTP, which operate across the porous border and blur
the line between internal and external security, increasing mistrust,
complicating accountability, and reinforcing hostile perceptions.

3.1.The Foundational Clash of Constitutional Structures and
Sovereignty

From a historical constructivist perspective, a state’s identity is
formed through shared interpretations of its historical experiences.
These interpretations become embedded in political culture and shape
the state’s sense of purpose and national role. Rather than viewing
domestic politics as mere institutional arrangements, this approach sees
the domestic realm as the source of deep, historically rooted beliefs about
the moral purpose of the state. These domestically formed identities act
as filters through which states interpret external events, shaping how
they perceive others and construct threats.

The Durand Line (Map 1) functions as precisely such a constitutive
symbol. To Pakistan, it is a fixed international border; to Afghanistan,
it is a colonial imposition forced upon Amir Abdur Rahman Khan
Barakzai in 1893 without ratification by any representative Afghan
body, and historically rejected by successive governments, including
the present one (Rubin, 1995. The two states are locked into overriding
historical accounts that complicate cooperation. Defensive behaviour
is explained by old-time anticipation of aggression, and even technical
border control is transformed into a geopolitical struggle. Therefore,
the Durand Line is not merely a border but a construct of mutually
reinforcing insecurity.

Regardless of the regime or which party holds power, Afghan
governments have consistently rejected the Durand Line. As Harrison
states, “Ironically, during its rule in Kabul, the Taliban refused to
endorse the Durand Line despite pressure from Islamabad. Afghan
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President Hamid Karzai has also resisted, calling it “a line of hatred that
raised a wall between the two brothers”(Harrison, 2009). The border
separates Pashtun tribes and disrupts centuries-old social, cultural, and
economic networks. Pakistan exploits the Durand Line to implement
coercive border policies—fencing, expansion of outposts, firing
incidents—which Afghanistan perceives as violations of its sovereignty.
Afghan airstrikes by Pakistan (2022-2026) are framed by Islamabad as
legitimate responses to cross-border terrorism, yet they also reflect a
troubling power imbalance: a stronger Pakistan imposing its will on a
weaker, diplomatically constrained Afghanistan, often at the expense of
civilian lives. Afghanistan claims that Pakistan uses border closures at
Torkham or Chaman to impose political or economic pressure when
bilateral disputes arise.

Map 1. The Durand Line (National Geographic Society, 2025)
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Conversely, Pakistan argues that Afghanistan’s non-recognition of the
border endangers its territorial integrity. TTP fighters are cross-border
militants whose main origin is Afghan territory. Pakistan contends
that Afghanistan either knowingly fails to stop militant operations
or is unable to govern its territory, whereas Afghanistan rejects these
claims as unjustified means to further destabilize the region (Rubin,
1995; Rashid, 2022). The Durand Line’s colonial roots and rival Afghan
Pakistani national identities have generated repeated incompatibilities
in threat perceptions (Rubin, 1995; Misra, 2004; Rashid, 2022).

These perceptions contribute to a security dilemma where defensive
policies by one party are seen as offensive by the other. To Pakistan,
border fencing, insisting on Durand Line recognition, and compelling
Kabul to enforce control over the TTP are presented as necessary
security measures (Rashid, 2022; Misra, 2004; Asma, Akhtar, and Ullah,
2024). Afghanistan views these as efforts to enforce territorial claims
and weaken sovereignty (Rubin, 1995; Rashid, 2022). The unwillingness
to acknowledge the border, insufficient action against the TTP, and
attempts to assert independence are seen by Pakistan as direct aggression
(Asma et al., 2024; International Crisis Group, 2023).

Pakistan’s strategic community has long worried that a strong,
unified Afghanistan would renew historical claims to Pashtun-
dominated regions east of the Durand Line. This fear is amplified by
Afghanistan’s past rejection of the border and its opposition to Pakistan’s
UN membership in 1947. Pakistan fears that a strong Afghan state
could practice territorial revisionism, that Pashtun identity politics in
Pakistani frontier provinces could be mobilized by Afghan nationalism,
and that Afghanistan’s relations with India might be used as leverage
against Pakistan. Conversely, Afghanistan fears that Pakistan does not
desire a strong Afghanistan, as that would reduce Afghan dependency.
Afghanistan alleges that Pakistan meddlesin its politics to ensureleverage
over Kabul—using border closures, trade restrictions, intelligence
activities, and differential treatment of Afghan refugees as political
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pressure. Afghanistan also claims that Pakistan has traditionally favored
militant networks to affect its internal affairs. These mutually reinforcing
fears render it exceedingly difficult for either side to interpret the other’s
conduct as benign. The competition is structurally embedded in the
regional order, consistent with Walt’s (1987) argument that perceived
vulnerability drives alliance behavior and external balancing.

Pakistan’s creation of a border fence, fortified checkpoints, and
biometric systems—undertaken as an effort to curb illegal migration
and counterterrorism—is framed domestically as a sovereign right
and necessity (International Crisis Group, 2026). But Afghanistan
perceives this as a unilateral alteration of a contentious boundary,
implemented without consultation and usually by force. Afghanistan
claims the fence interferes with local trade, grazing paths, and separates
families. Before the fences, there was free flow of local trade, border
crossing, and joint families living across the line. Afghanistan argues
that Pakistan suppressed its economic activity through border controls,
such as stalling fuel tankers, closing crossings during political disputes,
or restricting Afghan exports. Afghanistan also points to incidents
where Pakistani troops crossed the perceived border to construct posts,
which Kabul believes constitutes encroachment. Pakistan claims it must
prevent militant infiltration and human trafficking, that fortification
is a defence strategy, not expansion, and that any Afghan opposition
to fencing reflects a denial of security realities. The security dilemma
manifests here: Pakistan views Afghanistan’s responses to fencing as
aggression, while Afghanistan views fencing as coercion. The defensive
reasoning of each party offends the other, increasing mistrust.

3.2.Domestic Instability, Transnational Militancy, and the Cycle
of Violence

Domestic political structures also influence the dilemma. The civil-
military imbalance in Pakistan, ethnic concerns, and internal uprisings
make the country more sensitive to Afghan policies (Zarawar, Alokozay,
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and Numan, 2024; Ali, 2014). The same applies to Afghanistan in terms
of government constraints and limited financial capabilities affecting its
defensive stances (Rubin, 1995; Rashid, 2022). Domestic instability leads
to heightened dependence on external threat discourse and exacerbates
bilateral distrust (Kaleem et al., 2023; Taye and Ahmed, 2021).

Arguments on both sides point out that insecurity is strengthened
by patterns of internal governance. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Baluchistan are underdeveloped compared to Punjab (Khan, 2025).
Militant recruitment is enabled by limited economic opportunity
and insufficient state penetration. Pakistan attributes this instability
partly to alleged Afghan or Indian backing of insurgent elements. As
Siddiqi states “Daud supported the insurgency in Pakistani Baluchistan,
sheltering rebels and establishing training camps on Afghan territory, a
resumption of Afghanistan’s proxy intervention in Pakistan.” (Siddiqi,
2008: 18). Afghanistan claims that Pakistan’s own extractive economic
policies—such as using natural resources in Baluchistan without
redistribution—have led to inequalities (Harrison, 1981; Siddiqi, 2008).
Pakistan’s use of unrest in Baluchistan and the tribal belt as a pretext for
military-centered policies has spilled into the Afghanistan borderlands.
Stabilization of domestic instability is thus perceived in terms of
external threats: Pakistan sees Afghanistan’s diplomatic acts as possible
sources of separatism, while Afghanistan views Pakistan as dominating
the frontier rather than defending it. Thus, internal political economy is
directly connected to external security behavior.

Non-state actors—particularly the TTP, ISIS-K, BLA, and SLA—
aggravate the problem (Asma et al., 2024; International Crisis Group,
2026). Their transnational nature creates accusations, retaliation, and
political pressure that increase the difficulty of trusting one another
(Zarawar et al., 2024). This framework appreciates that Kabul’s power
to control such groups is minimal, and internal political division in
Islamabad is another contributing factor to insecurity (Kamran and
Chitrali, 2025). Pakistan argues that the recent surge in TTP violence
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is linked to militant sanctuaries operating from Afghan territory. From
Islamabad’s perspective, the Afghan government is either unwilling or
unable to restrain these groups, forcing Pakistan to rely on airstrikes,
stricter border controls, and other defensive countermeasures.
Afghanistan offers a contrasting interpretation: Kabul maintains that
Pakistan exaggerates Afghan responsibility to justify its own actions
and externalize a problem with deep roots inside Pakistan. Afghan
officials argue that Pakistani airstrikes within Afghan territory violate
sovereignty, cause civilian harm, and further destabilize border
regions. They also point out that Pakistan historically tolerated—or
at times strategically supported—certain militant networks, which
later contributed to regional instability on both sides. These opposing
narratives reflect how each state interprets the same events through its
own security lens, reinforcing mistrust and perpetuating the broader

security dilemma.

This path-dependent enmity is empirically observable in the cyclical
relationship between TTP attacks and border incidents. The graphs
(Figure 1&2) below indicate a rise in TTP attack trends followed
by tensions on the border. The graphs share nearly the same trend,
suggesting that Pakistan initiates border confrontations following T'TP
attacks on Pakistani soil. This directly translates to Pakistan blaming
Afghanistan for the attacks and retaliating by causing tensions on the
border. This pattern illustrates Wendt’s (1992) argument that anarchy is
socially constructed: the “enemy” role, once constituted, becomes self-
reinforcing through repeated practices of threat and retaliation.
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Figure 1. TTP attacks in Pakistan. (SATD, 2024; PIPS, 2022)
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This problem of misunderstanding strengthens a vicious circle of fear
and retaliation (Booth and Wheeler, 2008; Jervis, 1978; Wendt, 1992).
The cycle of militant violence and security dilemma produces persistent
insecurity, where self-defense by one party is repeatedly perceived as an
attack by the other, and cycles of intensification preclude opportunities

for stabilization.

3.3.Regional Dimensions, Diplomatic Diversification, and
Mitigation Pathways

Regional and international forces impact how each government

understands the other’s actions. Perceived threats are modified by
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the strategic interests of China, U.S. intervention in the region, Iran’s
increasing role, Indias presence, and multilateral forums like the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) (Cakir, 2023; Kamran and Chitrali, 2025;
Shukla, 2011; Budihas, 2011). These combinations lead to further
mistrust, border disputes, deficient counterterrorism cooperation, and
insufficient diplomatic development (Booth and Wheeler, 2008; Jervis,
1978).

India has historically been a significant Afghan trade and
development partner (Dupree, 2002; Mukhopadhyay, 2014). Since
2021, Afghanistan has intensified engagement with India to diversify
economic support and diplomatic relations. The 2025 upgrade of India’s
Technical Mission in Kabul to a full Embassy is a key development.
Afghanistan sees this as a pragmatic decision: diversifying partnerships,
fostering humanitarian access, and reducing dependence on Pakistan.
India presents it as a functional step to manage development programs
and consular services. But Pakistan sees this as a threat to its strategic
depth in Afghanistan, believing that anti-Pakistan sentiment will grow
if Afghan-Indian relations continue to develop. Afghanistan claims
that Pakistan interprets normal diplomacy as hostile due to entrenched
insecurity. Afghanistan seeks autonomy, not alignment against
Pakistan. This divergence reflects the security dilemma’s logic: identical
behaviours generate opposite interpretations depending on historical
fears. The Taliban government’s closer ties with India, despite Pakistan’s
past role in facilitating their return to power, demonstrate that path-

dependent enmity resets regime change (Wendt, 1999).

Notably, the conflict cannot be attributed to religious, cultural, or
civilizational differences. Pakistan and Afghanistan share a common
religious identity, culture, and expansive social connections across the
border. These similarities have not succeeded in preventing escalation

nor led to long-term trust. This proves that the conflict is not caused
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by incompatibility of ideologies; rather, the predominant factors are
geopolitical, security, and material (Rubin, 1995; Giustozzi, 2016). The
dynamics are driven by border control, militant violence, territorial
sovereignty, and shifting threat perceptions, not religious divergence.
This supports the explanatory capacity of the security dilemma model

over civilizational explanations.

Nevertheless, the framework also outlines ways to mitigate tensions,
including confidence-building strategies, joint management along the
border, regional mediation, and institutional dialogue (Khan and Igbal,
2025; Akbar, 2024). These perception-based insecurities are necessary
to explain why the security dilemma remains persistent and to find
practical strategies for stabilization and long-term cooperation (Jervis,
1978; Asma et al., 2024).

Conclusion

Afghanistan-Pakistan relations are trapped in a long-term security
dilemma driven by the Durand Line dispute, conflicting sovereignty
claims, frontier underdevelopment, militant networks, and shifting
regional alignments. Both sides hold legitimate security concerns, and
their interactions are shaped by historical expectations of aggression.
Pakistan’s interference and coercion mirror the very claims Afghanistan
makes about Pakistani interference and coercion. Neither narrative
is entirely objective; both reflect the structural constraints of fear and
uncertainty.

Combined, the empirical data support both hypotheses. The first
hypothesis is supported by evidence that Pakistan and Afghanistan
possess fundamentally incompatible constitutional structures: Pakistan’s
Westphalian identity, rooted in territorial sovereignty and fixed borders,
clashes with Afghanistan’s transnational identity, rooted in Islamic
solidarity and rejection of colonial boundaries. This foundational clash
generates existential threat perception regardless of material capabilities.

246 SDE AKADEMI DERGISI




Seyit Ali Aveu - Mohammad Khan Sultani

The second hypothesis is supported by evidence that this conflict is
sustained by a path-dependent logic of enmity.

The Durand Line functions as a constitutive symbol through which
historical grievances reproduce mutual suspicion, and the cycle of TTP
attacks and border retaliation demonstrates that self-defense by one
party is repeatedly perceived as an attack by the other. The post-2021
period represents continuity, not discontinuity, conditioned by path
dependence and compounded by contemporary security anxieties.
The conflict is not motivated only by material threats but by historical
memories, identity narratives, domestic politics, and non-state actors.
These perception-based insecurities explain why the security dilemma
remains persistent and point toward practical strategies for stabilization
and long-term cooperation.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Bu ¢alisma, ABD'nin gekilmesinin ardindan 2021'de Taliban’in yeni-
den iktidara gelmesiyle Afganistan ve Pakistan arasinda devam eden gii-
venlik rekabetini incelemektedir. Ortak dini, kiiltiirel ve tarihi baglara
tismalari, karsilikli suglamalar ve derinlesen giivensizlik ile karakterize
olmustur. Bu makale {i¢ temel soruyu ele almaktadir: Bu iki komsu iilke,
ortak yonlerine ragmen neden birbirlerini giivenlik tehdidi olarak gor-
meye devam ediyor? Giincel gerilimler, 6zellikle ¢6ziilmemis Durand
Hatt1 anlagmazlig1 olmak {izere, kolonyal dénem mirasindan ne 6l¢iide
kaynaklaniyor? Sinir Gtesi militan faaliyetler, 6zellikle Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) tarafindan yiriitiilenler, korku ve misilleme dongiistinii
nasil pekistirdi? Bu sorular 6nemlidir, ¢iinkii Afganistan-Pakistan ilis-
kileri gii¢ politikas1 merceginden genis ¢apta incelenirken, alg1 ve yanlis
yorumlamalarin baglica ¢atigma faktorleri oldugu giivenlik ikilemi ¢er-
gevesi araciligryla 2021 sonrasi doneme sinirli ilgi gosterilmistir.

Calisma, Booth ve Wheeler (2008), Jervis (1978) ve Wendt (1992)
tarafindan yapilan ¢aligmalardan yararlanarak tarihsel-yapilandirmaci
giivenlik ikilemi yaklagimini kullanmaktadir. Bu ¢erceve, giivensizligin
yalnizca maddi askeri yeteneklerden degil, sosyal olarak insa edilmis
algilardan, tarihsel hatiralardan ve kimlik anlatilarindan kaynaklandi-
gin1 varsaymaktadir. Bir devletin aldigi savunma dnlemleri —sinir git-
leri veya terorle miicadele operasyonlar1 gibi— diger devlet tarafindan
saldirgan ve diigmanca olarak yorumlanarak giivensizlik sarmalina yol
a¢maktadir. Bu cerceve, somiirge tarihi, tartismali ulusal kimlikler ve
ulusotesi militan aglarin i¢ ve dig giivenlik arasindaki sinir1 bulaniklag-
tirdig1 Afganistan-Pakistan baglamina 6zellikle uygundur. Metodolojik
olarak, makale niteliksel vaka galismasi analizini kullanarak 2021'den
2025%¢ kadar resmi belgeleri, hitkiimet yayinlarini, diisiince kurulusu
raporlarini, akademik literatiirii ve haber medyasini incelemektedir. Si-
nir 6tesi militan faaliyetlerin karsilikli giivensizligi artirdig: ve giivenlik
ikileminin sarmal dinamiklerini pekistirdigi hipotezini test etmektedir.
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Afganistan ve Pakistan arasindaki giivenlik ikilemi, yola bagl ta-
rihsel miraslara atifta bulunulmadan anlasilamaz. 1893 yilinda Britan-
ya Hindistan: ile Afganistan arasinda somiirge sinir1 olarak kurulan
Durand Hatti, temelde tartismali olmaya devam etmektedir. Pakistan,
bu hatt1 uluslararasi alanda taninan ve miras yoluyla devralinan bir s1-
nir olarak goriirken, Afganistan ise bu hattin dayatildigini savunarak
stirekli olarak reddetmistir. Talibanin iktidara geri donmesi stratejik
manzaray1 kokten degistirdi. Tarihsel olarak stratejik derinlik araci ola-
rak Taliban ile baglarini siirdiiren Pakistanin is birligine dayal: iliskiler
bekliyordu. Bunun yerine, ikili gerilimler keskin bir sekilde tirmandu.
2021den 2025 kadar olan doneme ait ampirik veriler net bir 6riintii or-
taya koymaktadir: Pakistan icindeki TTP saldirilarindaki artiglarin ar-
dindan, Pakistan sinir boyunca hava saldirilari, topgu atesi ve Torkham
ve Chamandaki gecis noktalarinin kapatilmasi gibi misilleme eylemleri
gelmektedir. Pakistan'in Afganistan topraklarindaki militan siginaklari-
na kars1 mesru miidafaa olarak sundugu bu eylemler, Afganistan tara-
findan egemenligin ihlali ve orantisiz ceza olarak algilanmaktadir. Afga-
nistan, Pakistan’in siyasi asimetriler, sinir bolgelerinin azgelismisligi ve
militan aglara kars: tarihsel hoggoriiden kaynaklanan i¢ sorunlarini dig-
sallagtirmak i¢in Afganistanin sorumlulugunu abarttigini1 savunuyor.
TTP gibi gruplarin ulusotesi niteligi, hesap verebilirligin siirekli olarak
daginik olmasi anlamina geliyor ve bu da her iki devletin de i¢ denetimi
saptirarak birbirini su¢lamasina olanak tanryor.

Bu ikilemi daha da karmagsik hale getiren ise Afganistanin 2021
sonras1 diplomatik cesitlendirme politikasi, 6zellikle de Hindistan ile
iligkilerinin derinlesmesidir. 2025 yilinda Hindistan, Kabildeki Teknik
Misyonunu tam tesekkiillii bir biyiikelgilige ytikseltti. Afganistan bu
adimi, ekonomik ortakliklarin pragmatik ¢esitlendirilmesi ve Pakistan'a
bagimliligin azaltilmasi olarak degerlendiriyor. Ancak Pakistan, bu adi-
my, tarihsel kokenli kusatilma korkusu ve bati sinirlarinda Hindistan'in
etkisinin artmasi olarak yorumluyor. Giivenlik ikileminin mantig1 bu-
rada tam olarak isliyor: ayn1 davranislar, 6nceden var olan tehdit algi-
larina bagli olarak zit yorumlara yol agiyor. Afganistan, Pakistana kars1

SDE AKADEMI DERGISI 255




Afghanistan and Pakistan After 2021: A Cycle of Mistrust and Misperception

ittifak degil, 6zerklik pesinde, ancak Pakistan normal diplomasiyi stra-
tejik diigmanlik olarak yorumluyor.

Ampirik kanitlar, sinir 6tesi militan faaliyetlerin karsilikl1 giivensiz-
ligi tetikledigi ve pekistirdigi, boylece giivenlik ikilemini stirdiirdiiga
hipotezini desteklemektedir. Onemli olan, ¢atismanin dini veya mede-
niyet farkliliklarina atfedilemeyecegidir — Pakistan ve Afganistan dini
kimlik, kiiltiirel benzerlikler ve kapsamli sosyal baglantilar paylasmak-
tadir. Bu ortak noktalarin giiven yaratamamis olmasi, jeopolitik, bol-
gesel ve algiya dayal: faktorlerin 6nceligini vurgulamaktadir. Gerilimin
azaltilmasi icin sembolik pozisyonlarin Otesine gecilmesi gerekmek-
tedir. Her iki devlet de Durand Hatt1 konusundaki yasal tutumundan
vazge¢meyecektir, ancak sinir yonetimi, olay 6nleme mekanizmalar1 ve
sivil ticaretin korunmasi konusunda pratik is birligi siirtiismeleri azal-
tabilir. Her iki taraf da militanlig1 devlet politikasinin bir araci olarak
degil, ortak bir diigman olarak kabul etmelidir. Afganistanin diplomatik
cesitliligi gtivenliklestirilmek yerine normallestirilmeli ve sinir bolgele-
ri, diizenlenmis ticaret ve altyap: yatirimlari yoluyla is birligi bolgeleri
olarak yeniden yapilandirilmalidir.

Afganistan-Pakistan giivenlik ikilemi, her iki devletin de birbirleri-
ni tarihsel olarak sartlanmis korku merceginden gordiikleri i¢in devam
etmektedir. Savunma 6nlemleri siirekli olarak saldir1 niyeti olarak yan-
lis yorumlanmaktadir; normal diplomasi diismanca bir ittifak olarak
yorumlanmaktadir ve ulusotesi militanlik sonsuz suglamalara yol a¢-
maktadir. Siirdiiriilebilir giiven artiric1 6nlemler, is birligine dayali sinir
yonetimi ve ortak zayifliklarin kabulii olmadan, diplomatik ¢abalar ne
olursa olsun giivensizlik sarmali devam edecektir. Bu ¢alisma, giivenlik
analizlerinde genellikle marjinallestirilen Afgan bakis agilarin1 merke-
ze alarak, militan faaliyet modellerine iliskin ampirik kanitlar1 enteg-
re ederek ve Giiney Asyanin en ¢oziimsiiz ikili iligkilerinden birinde
giivenlik ikilemi ¢ercevesinin devam eden agiklayici giiclinii gostererek
literatiire katkida bulunmaktadir.
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IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE OVER
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Abstract

The temperature increases and rainfall decreases resulting from climate change are
leading to a reduction in freshwater resources, a decrease in agricultural land, and
increased productivity. Naturally, all these factors hinder economic frowt/] and de-
velopment. Furthermore, the first condition for industrialization and development is
access to suﬂz‘cient and necessary energy. However, water is the most important source
of energy production. Water scarcity hinders industrialization, which is one of the
most essential elements of social development; industrialization hinders growth; and
growth hinders social welfare. The inability to industrialize and deveizp creates a
vicious cycle. When poverty, destitution, and ignorance are combined with population
growth, food shortages, and drought, an intractable equation is formed.

The Middle East is among the regions in the world most affected by water scarcity
due to climate change. The rising temperatures and decreasing rainfall resulting from
climate change in t)]qe Middle East are leading to a reduction in freshwater resources,
a decrease in agricultural land, and lower productivity. Naturally, all these factors
hinder economic growth and development. The Middle East is at the forefront of re-
gions that will experience water scarcity due to climate change. It is wrong to assume
that this environmental problem in the Middle East is dependent on political borders.
Global climate change affects the entire impoverished region and causes serious security
problems in Middle Eastern states. Global climate change is like a snowball effect; a
snowball thrown from the peak creates an avalanche at the foothills.

The water resources of the Middle East—rivers, lakes, groundwater, and rainfall—are
decrmsing at an accelerating rate each year. This water scarcity is straining the M, iddle
East in 1ts social, economic, and societal dimensions, turning it into a land where
human tears are never absent. This article addresses the impact of climate change on
water resources in this troubled region of the world under [z’zje main headings: “What
is climate change?”, the effects of cfimate change globally, the current water resources of
the Middle East and the impact of climate change on ]& iddle Eastern water resources,
and other dimensions of the climate change problem in the Middle East, all examined
JSfrom an International Relations perspective. The conclusion provides an assessment of
the situation from the perspective of international relations and humanity, offering an
analysis of the issue.
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IKLIM DEGISIKLIGININ ORTADOGU SU
KAYNAKLARINA ETKISI

Mehmet Erkin KARA

Oz
Iklim degisimi sonucu gerceklesen sicaklik artislars ve yagis miktarindaki diisiisler
tatly su kaynaklarmda azalmaya ve tarim arazilerinde pé;m/maya, ayni zamanda da
verimsizlige yol acarken, bu sayilan faktiorlerin tamami dogal olarak ekonomik biiyiimeyi
ve kalkinmay: engellemektedir. Ayrica sanayilesmenin, kalkinmanin ilk sarts yeterli ve
erekli enerjiye saizp olabilmektir. Oysa su, enerji diretiminin en onemli kaynagdsr. Su
iztlzgz toplumsal kalkinmanin en onemli unsurlarindan biri sanayilesmeyi, sanayilesme
biiyiimeyi, biiyiimede toplumsal refahi engellemektedir. Sanayilesememe ve gelisememe
sonucunda birbirine ket vuran, bir dongii olusmaktadir. Ybé{u[/uk, ﬁz/ez'rlié'g ve cehalet
etmenlerine niifus artiss, gida kithg ve kuraklikta eklenince icerisinden ¢ikilmaz, bir
denklem olusmaktadsr.

Ortadogu, Diinyada iklim degisikligine bagl su kithgr yasayan bolgeler arasinda bag:
cekmektedir. Ortadoguda yasanan iklim Jggz}imi sonucu gerceklesen sicaklik artislar:
ve yags mz’kmmndafi diigtigler tatly su kaynaklarinda azaz;gnaya ve tarim arazgilerinde
daralmaya, ayni zamanda da verimsizlige yol acarken, bu myzla;;rﬁz/etzirlerin tamami
dogal oi;m/e ckonomik biiyiimeyi ve fﬂ/immayz engellemektedir. Ortadogu iklim
degisikligine bagl su kitligr yasayacak bolgeler arasinda basi cekmektedir. Ortadogu
agisinda yasanan bu cevresel sorunun, siyasi sinirlara bagimly oldugunu diisiinmek
yanlistr. Kiiresel iklim degisikligi de yoksul cografyanin biitiiniinii etkilemekte, Ortadogu
devletlerinde ciddi giivenlik problemlerine neden olmaktadr. Kiiresel iklim de “z';z'k[z%i
kartopu etkisine benzemekte; zirveden atilan bir kartopu eteklerde ¢ig yaratmaktadir.

Ortadogu su kaynaklar: olan nebirler, goller, yeralts sulars, yagislar, asagr dogru bir trend
ile, her sene artan bir hizda azalmaktadsr. Bu su kithgr Ortadogu cog %imm sosyal,
ekonomik, toplumsal boyutlarinda zorlamakta ve insan gozyasinin eé: olmadsgr bir
tzpmk arcasina gevirmektedir. Makalede, Diinyanin bu problemli bilgesinde yasanan
iklim degisikliginin su kﬂ[}/ﬂﬂ/@/ﬂ?‘lnﬂ etkisi konusu; bes ana baslik z';imfe ele alinmagstar.
“Iklim e“i;z'ki'gz' nedir?”, diinyada iklim degisikliginin etkileri, meveut Ortadogunun
su kaynaklar: ve iklim degisikliginin Ortadogu su kaynaklarina etkisi, Ormfogu’da
iklim degisikligi sorununun diger boyutlarr Uluslararas: lliskiler disiplini per&oek;zﬁnde
incelenmistir. Sonug boliimiinde uluslararast iliskiler ve insanlk anlammda durum
tespiti yapilarak, konu analiz edilmistir.

Anabtar Kelimeler: lklim, Iklim Degisikligi, Ortadogu, Su, Su Kaynaklar:
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Introduction

When Humanity ended hunter gathereer a with the Neolithic Age,
Humanity began to be agricultural society who lived near of river. First
states were built near rivers. First writings were found in these first states.
First documents were found in these first states. Civilizations were found

near of river areas which were in suitable climate.

This mean water forms humanity civilizations. Water is indispensable
for humanity. In other words water is life for humanity. In addition to
their importance in humanity’s rapid progress towards development and
high civilization, water and water resources area so extremely strategic raw
materials, which can lead to regional and global wars in case of scarcity.
Three-fourths of the Earth is covered with water There are a lot of water
resources in world but soft water resources in world are few. In world
disturbion of water resources are limited. Furthermore, there is an une-
ven distribution of water resources worldwide.(WHQO,2022)  The con-
sequences of human activity are increasing in our century, and environ-

mental dangers are becoming more serious and irreversible.

One of the biggest dangers to public opinion worldwide is global cli-
mate change.In this regard, freshwater supplies are most affected by glo-
bal climate change.It is widely accepted that the freshwater resources of t
he MiddleEast region are and will continue to be the most vulnerable to t
his threat.(Freimuth, 2007) There are all so studies that, when added to
the fragmentation of the Middle East geography, it will act as a danger
multiplier. (Allan, 2001)

This article addresses the impact of global climate change on Middle
East water resources under five main headings. These cond heading is
“What is climate change?” and the effects of climate change in the world;
the third heading examines the current Middle East water resources and
the impact of climate change on Middle East water resources; and the
fourth heading examines the migration and security dimensions of the
climate change problem. In the conclusion, the situation is assessed and
the subject is analyzed in the light of proposals regarding Middle East

water resources.
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1. What Is Climate Change?

Global climate change is the increase in the world’s average temperature
since the Industrial Revolution. During the period from 1880 to 2015,
when the Industrial Revolution began, 1,000 gigatons of human-induced
carbone missions increased the world’s average temperature by 1.75°C
(3.15°F). The reason for this increase is the gren house effect, which results
from the intense release of carbondioxide into the atmosphere as a result of
the use of fosil fuels. There is a layer of carbondioxide gas in the atmosphere.
This layer, like a greenhouse, allows the sun’s rays in and prevents the heat
frome scaping. In world as the sun’s rays hit the “land” and are reflected, the
increase in the carbondioxide level strengthens the gren house wall and the
heat remains inside.(Tiirkes, 2001) The human-induced increases in these
gren house gas accumulations cause global warming. The most important
source of gren house gases is fosil fuels. Fossil fuels, energy production,

industry and deforestation contribute to the increase of gren house gases.

Figure 1: Climate Change

Source: (http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3125113/Earth-2100-
Nasa-maps-reveal-world-need-adapt-rising-temperatures-caused-climate-change.html,
(11.03.2022).)
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As can be seen in the figure above, there is almost no region left in
the world that has not experienced temperature change. In this context,
explaining the damage done to the world by greenhousegases with some
examples will help to understand the magnitude of the damage. The tem-
perature increase caused by humans emits energy equalto 400,000 Hiros-
hima Atomic Bombs each day.(Starr, 2013) While the number of disaster
srelatedtogroundmovementssuch as earthquakes, volcanoesandlandslides
has remainedconstant in thelast 15 years, thenumber of hydraulic disasters
such as flood sand droughts has doubled. (the Guardian, 2014) NASA
researcher Eric Rignot found that the amount of ice melting in Greenland
has doubled in the last decade. In Bolivia’s Chacaltaya, the world’s highest
ski area at 5,260 metres high in theAndes, as of last year only three ice blo-
cks, the largest of which is a few hundred metres wide, remained. Califor-
nia, the locomotive of the US agricultural sector, is currently experiencing
its worst drought since at least 1500. The state has lost 63 trillion gallons
of ground water, resulting in an average of 0,4 centimeters of elevation in
the Earth’s crust. In the mountains, the crustrose about 1.25 centimeters

last year and is stil rising. (Sahin, 2014)

1.1. The Effects of Climate Change on the World

Drought and global warming, caused by the increase in carbondioxide
and other gren house gases in the atmosphere, are issues that will lead to
more dangerous outcomes than nuclear war and international terrorism.
In recent years, their effects have become more apparent and have begun

to be perceived as an international security threat.

According to global climate models, climate changes caused by drou-
ght will vary from region to region. Since 1950, theeffects of greenhou-
segas-based global climatechange on human life havebecomemorevisible.
Inthiscontext, whilethereareincreases in weathereventssuch as hurricanes,
floods, floods, andstorms in someparts of theworld, in someregions (the
Middle East, the Mediterranean Basin, and North Africa) it can show its
effects in the form of long-term droughts and desertification. This type
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of climate change has unpredictable environmental, social, and economic

consequences.

The world has not yet fully experienced the results and effects of glo-
bal warming and the resulting climate change. We divide these effects of

global warming into two main groups: environmental and social effects.

1.1.1.Environmental Effects

Global warming may cause many environmental effects such as global
temperature increase and drought, melting of glaciers, rising sea levels,
increase in frequency and intensity of heat waves, tropical storms, floods,
changes in the amount and regime of precipitation, decrease in biodiver-
sity. The first effect of global warming will be the increase in global tempe-
ratures. According to the Fourth Assessment Report of the UN in 2007, it
is estimated that the temperature will increase by 1.8 to 4 degrees Celsius

by the end of this century.

Increases in global temperatures are also causing shrinkage in snow co-
ver and glaciersizes. The world is losing glaciers from continental ice fields
to high mountain peaks at a rapid pace. According to the report, sea ice
in the North Pole will decrease by 22-33% by 2100. Himalayan glaciers,
which are currently 500 thousand square kilometers, could shrink to 100
thousand square kilometers by 2030. Glaciers from Greenland to Antar-
ctica are melting at an unpredictable rate. This situation will also leave
many people in countries that depend on water released by the melting of

mountain glaciers with the problem of thirst.(Mclean, 2001)

The main evidence of other climate change effects can be seen in sea
level rise. If global warming does not slow down, sea levels will rise by
28 to 43 centimeters due to melting glaciers, submerging coastal areas.
Two-thirds of the world’s major cities, including New York, Tokyo and
Hong Kong, are located on coastlines where the dangerous effects of global
warming will be seen. This will force many people living in coastal areas

out of their homes.
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Another effect of drought and global warming will be the increase
in meteorological disaster ssuch as tropical storms and floods, and unpre-
cedented changes in the precipitation regime. Floods and landslides caused
by the intensity of precipitation and sea level rise are one of the direct
effects of global warming on human settlements. Coastal settlements in
particular are at great risk in this regard. Some urban settlements such as
shanty towns, where the population density is high and there is little or
no Access to clean drinking water and public health services, will be more
exposed to these effects. According to the report of the Inter governmental
Panel on Climate Change, 2,5 million more people will be affected by
natural events occurring on the coastlines in the 2080s. The parts of river
basins with strong and dangerous currents will increase from 19% to 34-
36% in 2070. Especially in Western Europe, millions of people will live in

poverty, surrounded by wet lands.

Some parts of the world may experience an increase in the number of
heat waves. According to the results of a joint study by NASA and NOAA
scientists, the temperature in 2014 was 0.04 degrees Celsius warmer than
the previous records set in 2005 and 2010 and the average of the last
38 years. In addition, according to the World Meteorological Organizati-
on, eastern Japan experienced the highest rainfall rate since records began
in August, while the western United States, China, Central America and
South America experienced drought. Another report published by NASA

announced that 2016 was the hottest year the world has ever experienced.

Another effect of drought and global warming will be on biodiver-
sity. Rapid population growth and developing technology after the Indust-
rial Revolution have rapidly degraded the environment, and the species of
living things on earth have also been affected by this deterioration. Indeed,
biodiversity is decreasing day by day due to human influence. The effects
of the increase in global temperature and drought events will be the chan-
ge of climate zone sand the decrease in temperature differences between
day and night, summer and winter. Thus, the existing climate zones will

expand, and plant and animal species in these regions may face the danger
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of extinction. In addition, the rise in sea level will cause the extinction of
various species living in coastal areas. According to the 2007 Report of the
Inter governmental Panel on Climate Change, 30% of all plant and ani-
mal species in the world will disappear within a century.(Isik, 1997, §.10)
Protecting biodiversity and the ecosystem is, at one point, the same as
protecting humanity itself. In the context of sustainable development, it is
imperative to produce and implement policies necessary for the protection

of biodiversity.

1.1.2.Social Impacts

In addition to the environmental effects of drought and global war-
ming, there are also various social effects such as water problems, decrease
in agricultural products, deterioration of human health, related political

problems, emergence of climate refugees, and economic problems.

1.1.2.1. Water Problem

One of the most important negative results of global warming and
climate change will undoubtedly be the water problem. In regions that
receive rain fall, there will be more rainfall than before, while in regions
that do not receive rainfall, there will be less rainfall. In other words, global
warming will cause floods, inundations and hurricanes in some regions,
and drought and desertification in others. This situation will put manyp
eople in the world, especially in developing countries, at risk of hunger
and thirst. Droughts will gradually cause agricultural output to decrease
and world agricultural product prices to increase. In countries that are

importers of such products, poverty will ocur due to world price increases.

When we look at the problem of water shortage, the total amount of
water in ourworld is 1,4 billion cubic kilometers. In order for a country
to be considered wate rrich, it must have an average water potential of
10,000 cubic meters per person per year. Countries with a water potential

of less than 1,000 cubic meters are considered water poor countries. (Ata-
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lik, 2022)" As water resources begin to dry up with global warming, the

danger of dehydration and the diseases it will bring will increase.

One billion people in the world do not have enough drinking water.
This number will increase to 3,5 billionby2025, which explains the impact
of climate change on humanity. All these developments show that many
socio-economic and political problems will be experienced in a chain re-
action beyond the environmental dimension. One of the most important
results of global warming, the drying up of water resources, is not only an
environmental effect but also creates a multiplier effect with environmen-
tal effects and reaches dimensions that will prevent sustainable life. It is es-
timated that 1,8 billion people will live in absolute water scarcity in 2025,
two-thirds of the world’s population will live in regions experiencing water
scarcity, and one in every four people will live in a country with problems
in the supply of clean water in 2050.(UN Water, 2022)

1.1.2.2. Decreasing Productivity and Quality of Agricultural Products

The main effect of drought on agriculture is the change in the preci-
pitation regime and the decrease in the amount of precipitation. Global
warming and the drought it causes reduce the amount of precipitation,
reducing productivity and product diversity. In this case, it will affect states
and citizens with economies dependent on agriculture. The total arable
agricultural land in the world is 3,2 billion hectares. Due to population
growth and unconscious agriculture, agriculturall and percapita is decrea-
sing. While this decrease is 14,3% in developed countries, it reaches high
rates such as 40% in developing countries. According to the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization, agriculturall and per capita is 0.23 hectares, and
by 2050, this rate will decrease to 0.15 hectares due to the effects of global

warming.

1 Water index:
(1)Water poverty: Less than 1000 m3 of usable water per person per year,
(2) Water scarcity: Less than 2000 m3 of usable water per person per year,
(3) Water abundance: More than 6000-10000 m3 of usable water per person per year.
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According to the International Agricultural Research Advisory Group,
which brings to get the agricultural research institutions, current crops will
have difficulty adapting to the changing climate and productivity will dec-
rease. Wheat production, especially in India, which has a large population,
could be halved. Another agricultural research organization, the Interna-
tional Maize and Wheat Improvement Center and the International Rice
Research Institute, predict that production in the Indo-Gangetic Region,
a region that accounts for about 15% of the world’s rice production, will
be halved within fifty years. They also suggest that millions of developing

country citizens will face the risk of starvation.

1.1.2.3. Human Health

7 million people die from global warming-related diseases. The size of
the number reveals the impact of global warming on human health.? In
this context, the effects of global warming on human health can be divided
into two groups: direct and indirect effects. The occurrence of diseases and
deaths due to temperature increase are among the direct effects of global
warming. Malaria, encephalitis and various in fectiousdiseases (such as sal-
monella, cholera, typhoid) are in direct effects. Air pollution and ozone
layer depletion, which are among the causes of climate change, also harm
human health in various ways.(Erdogan, 2007) Global warming, as men-
tioned above, causes greath arm to human health. However, there are also
situations where it is beneficial to human life and health. For example,
the beginning of milder winters will reduce deaths in places where winters

used to be very cold.(WHO, 2022)

1.1.2.4. Economic Problems

With the increase in global temperature, the number of natural disas-

ters such as hurricanes and floods has also started to increase. This situati-

2 IPCC. (2007) ClimateChange 2007 Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnrability. Working Group II Contribu-
tion to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Summary for
Policy makers and Technical Summary. IPCC, Geneva.
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on will cause economic losses in both developed and developing countries.
It is estimated that these losses will be even greater with a higher level of
temperature increase. The effects of these damages that will be experienced
due to global warming will be felt more in developing countries. Althou-
gh developed and developing countries have a chance to adapt to climate
change, it can be said that developing countries have less chance in this re-
gard compared to others. It can be said that the poor in developing count-
ries, who may be exposed to the negative effects of climate change more
than others, also have less capacity to adapt to climate change compared to
developed countries.(McCarthy, 2001)

2. The Impact Of Climate Change On Middle East Water Resources

The Middle East is the region where the continents of Asia, Africa
and Europe meet, connecting the Black Sea to the Mediterranean via the
Straits and the Suez Canal to the Indian Ocean. In other words, the region
called the Middle East covers an area extending from Egypt to Iraq, with
people of different religions and ethnicities on it and almost half of the
world’s oil under it.(Acar, 2008, p.44)

The term “Middle East” was first used in 1902 by A. T. Mahan, an
American naval historian. After Mahan used it to discuss British naval
strategy, Russia’s activities in Iran, and Germany’s Berlin-Baghdad railway
relations, the term “Middle East” was used in various articles and texts by
V. Chirol, the Tehran representative of The Times, and appeared in the
press.(Kiran, 2005)

The fresh water resources of the Middle East Region were already cau-
sing water scarcity and sharing problems before they were associated with
global climate change. The fact that global climate change is not on the
Middle East agenda should be sought in the region’s under development
and other bleeding problems. In addition, the fact that the Middle East is
seen as the starting point of water wars by realist and neo-realist theorists

should be considered as evidence of this situation.(Amery, 200)
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In this context, some of the factors that cause the water problem in
the Middle East can be listed as follows: unbalanced distribution of water
in the region, above-average population growth, increasing water demand
due to increasing living standards, weakness of political will to transfer
water from agricultural to industrial and domestic use, misconception that
connects food security to water security, lack of technology and infrastru-
cture required to protect and save water, exploitation of water for politi-
cal gains, failure to make cooperative agreements on problematic waters,
unstable re gimes, weak political will and insecurity, and international ru-
les and agreements lacking in enforcement power. When climate change
is added to these factors, the problems become unsolvable, and another

problem is added every year.

2.1. Middle East Freshwater Resources

The main fresh water resources of theMiddle East Regionare; precipi-
tation, rivers (Euphrates, Tigris, Jordan, Asi, Litani, Nile), lakes (DeadSea,
DeadSea, Urmia, etc.), groundwater (renewable, non-renewableaquifers)

anddesalinizationfacilities.

2.1.1.Precipitation

A significant part of the Middle East lives in a desert drought. The
strip extending North from Israel to Lebanon and Syria creates a different
climate on the coasts and high mountains. The temperature in this region
is not very high, and the precipitation is generally higher. The precipitation
decreases from the coast to the interior. In the Arabian Peninsula, except
for the mountainous regions of Hejaz, Yemen and Oman, a desert climate
is observed and there is noprecipitation. From the Eastern Mediterranean
to the Persian Gulf, a hot and dry climate is observed and the precipitation
rate is low.(Uluatam, 1998) Generally, the Middle East region receives less
than 300 mm of precipitation, except for Eastern Anatolia and a few small

regions.
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2.1.2. Middle East Rivers

The common feature of the rivers in the Middle East (Euphrates, Tigris,
Jordan, Asi, Litani, Nile) is that the water they have from their sources
near them, grows slowly while reaching the sea. These sources, which come
from a wet area, pass through hot and dry regions while reaching the sea,
and suffer loss of leak age and evaporation. The most obvious characteristic
of the sources is that the water flow increases and decreases to the highest

and lowest levels depending on the slope and temperature.(Kiran, 2001)

2.1.3. Underground Waters of the Middle East

When calculating the water resources of the Middle East, like every
other region, it is necessary to take into account the fresh water resources
lying underground, such as rivers and lakes. Because these have very va-
luable meanings for some Middle Eastern countries, and can even be the
most important “natural” water source for some. Underground resources
are divided into two as non-renewable aquifers and renewable aquifers.

Examples of both types are encountered in theMiddle East.

In general, aquifers with renewed waters are found in regions that re-
ceive a lot of rainfall or are located around important rivers. The quality
of water in such aquifers depends on the atmospheric characteristics of the
environment where the rainfall occurs and the structure of the soil that fil-
ters thewater. Non-renewed, fosil waters vary according to how the aquifer,
which is thousands of years old, was for characteristics of the ground layers
where the aquifer is located. Fossil waters can also be found in regions that
experience drainy periods in the distant past but are now completely dry.
These characteristics provide clues as to what the general characteristics of

under ground waters in the Middle East regionmay be.

Consideringthe main countries in the Middle East will help to refle-
ct the current ground water situation of the whole region. Saudi Arabia,
which has a shortage of surface water, is more fortunate in terms of un-

derground aquifers. The fosil aquifer system coming from the Jordanian
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border provides SaudiArabia with 2000 billion m? of water reserves. Sy-
rian underground water resources are part of the aquifer system exten-
ding towards Jordan and SaudiArabia. For Lebanon, the high rainfall and
snow cover in the mountains not only feed the surface water but also the
main source of feding the aquifers in this mountainous region. The Gulf
countries, which have no surface water due to a very low annual rainfall
percentage, direct all these countries to underground water resources. The
withdrawal of water from the aquifers that provide the used underground
water beyond there new alcapacity leads to decreases in the watersurface
and deterioration of the quality of the water. The usability of underground
water has also decreased due to reasons such as salinization and mixing

with seawater.(Kiran, 2025)

2.1.4. Desalination in theMiddle East

Desalination is the removal of salt from sea water in facilities using
various methods. Desalination can be considered an important techno-
logy against water scarcity; However, it has various difficulties. The most
important of these is that many developing countries that suffer from se-
vere water scarcity cannot benefit from desalination opportunities due to
financial difficulties. In recent years, the rapid population growth and sig-
nificant rise in living standards in the Gulf countries have led to an imba-
lance between water demand and the limited resources available. In order
to provide water for different purposes, most of the Gulf countries rely on
desalination of sea water and extraction of deep underground water. Desa-
lination of seawater to meet urban and industrial water needs is a metho-
dused in almost all Gulf countries where quality water is not available or is
very limited. At this stage, desalination is the most realistic method for the
Gulf countries. Especially in the last decade, urban and industrial water
demand in many Gulf countries has increasedby 20% to 30% annually.
While this situation is valid for Gulf countries that can meet their water
needs with desalination systems and have capital accumulation thanks to

the rich oil wealth, it is not economical for Israel, Jordan, Syria and Egypt.
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Saudi Arabia, the United States, Japan, Italy, the United Arab Emirates,
Iran, Qatar, Israel, Kuwait and Spain are the countries that desalinate sea
water in the world. Saudi Arabia produces seventy percent of its drinking
water in this way. The Jebel Ali Desalination Plant in the United Arab
Emirates is the largest facility with an annual water production of 300

million m3.

Purification offers an important option, but the fact that waste water
is more concentrated and very salty with current technologies is a con-
cern for environmentalists. Experimental technology conflicts regarding
desalination Technologies that are less costly and less damaging to the en-
vironment continue. The International Desalination Association and the
European Desalination Association are the institutions that work on the
subject. Studies are being conducted on topics such as desalination with

resources such as geotherma land solar energy.

2.2, Impact of Global Climate Change on Middle East Fresh water

Resources

The total amount of water in the world is 1,4 billion cubic kilometers.
97.5% of this amount consists of salt water and 2,5% of fresh water re-
sources. This situation shows that the amount of fresh water resources used
in the world is quite small compared to the whole. When the impact of
climate change on water resources is evaluated in the context of the Middle

East, which is already water poor, the result is not encouraging at all.
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Figure 2: Status of the World’s Major Aquifers as of 2015

Source: (http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/06/17/415206378/nasa-
satellites-show-worlds-thirst-for-groundwater, (10.06.2022).)

The figure above shows the trends of the world’s 37 largest aquifers.
In this NASA study, aquifers that are on a declining trend are shown in
red and yellow tones on the map. According to the results, 7 aquifers are
extremely stressed, 3 are highly stressed, 5 are moderate, 7 are unbalanced,
and only 15 aquifers show sustainable usable rates. Unstressed aquifers are
those located in forested and rain-fed areas. According to the study, highly
stressed aquifers cannot replenish water resources and directly or indirectly

cause socioeconomic and political tensions.(Voss, 2013)

The Arabian Aquifer System, numbered 22 in the figure 2 and serving
more than 60 million people in Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Qatar, Oman, the
United Arab Emirates, Jordan, Iraq and Syria, is currently considered one
of the most stressed ground water resources in the world. The ground wa-
ter in Yemen’s Sanaa basin is decreasing by 6 meters per year, causing Sanaa

to be described as the world’s first waterless capital.(Glas, 2010)
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Figure 3: Ground water Changes in the Middle East and North Africa
Region Between 2002 and 2015

GRACE TWS trends: increases & decreases over 13 years (2002-2015)
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Source: (http://www.desertsun.com/story/news/environment/2015/12/10/morocco-
groundwater-depletion-africa/76788024/, (11.01.2022).)

Again in the same study; with the photographs taken by NASA’s Grace
satellite, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory created a map of the changes in
the underground water of the Middle East between 2002-2015. There are
8-10 inches of underground water losses in the region seen as southeast
of Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Syria and south of the Caspian Sea. They appear
to be the region with the highest loss in the Middle East. This region is
followed by the Central and Northern Arabian Peninsula with a loss of
6-8 inches, while the remaining regions have a loss of 0-6 inches of groun-
dwater. According to the map above, which can be considered a summary
of the study, there is no country in the Middle East whose groundwater
has not decreased. As can be understood from this, the ground water of
the Middle East is running out.(Rivhey, 2013) In addition, the water si-
tuation of rivers and lakes is not encouraging at all. It is estimated that the
Jordan River will dry up by 80% by 2100. There is a high level of decrease
in the waters of the Euphrates-Tigris basin, which is very important for
the region. According to NASA satellites, there has been a greatloss of

water in the basins of the Euphrates-Tigris rivers since 2003. According
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to the article published in the Journal Water Resources Research on Feb-
ruary 15, the total amount of fresh water decrease in the common basin
of these two rivers, which is located within the borders of Turkey, Syria,
Iragand Iran, has been 144 km3 since 2003. The reason for the decrease in
the water resources in question (90 km3) is the excessive consumption of
underground water and dry seasons due to climate change. According to
the study prepared with data from two NASA satellites and covering the
years 2003-2010; the Euphrates-Tigris Basin is the basin with the highest
decrease in waters in the world after the Indus basin. The Dead Sea, an
important fresh water source in the Middle East, is decreasing by about

one meter every year.(Brown, 2009)

Figure 4: Countries That Will Experience Water Stress in 2040

Water Stress by Country: 2040

ratio of withdrawals
to supply
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Source: (http://www.wri.org/resources/charts-graphs/water-stress-country,
(11.01.2022)).

The World Resource Institute has determined that the countries at risk
of experiencing water shortages in 2025 and 2040 will experience water
shortages in the Middle East in the future. The study, which was conduc-

ted by considering the water usage, rainfall, climate change and populati-
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on growth of 167 countries, concluded that 33 countries will experience
serious water shortages in the near future. Bahrain is at the top of the list of
countries that will experience severe water shortages. Bahrain is followed
by Kuwait, Qatar, San Marino, Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, Pa-
lestine, Israel, Saudi Arabia and Oman. The fact that 14 of the countries
likely to experience extreme water shortages are in the Middle East indica-
tes that climate change threatens the Middle East the most. It is also note
worthy that Turkey is among the countries that will experience extreme
water shortages in 2040. There are also studies that suggest that a large
part of the Middle East will become a desert by 2100.(Trondalen, 2008)
In terms of the effects of global climate change; when the information
in previous studies is combined with human factors, it is concluded that
temperature change will be negative for the water resources of the Middle

East Region.

3. Other Dimensions Of The Climate Change Problem

3.1.The Relationship Between Growing Population and Decreasing

Water Resources

The rapid increase in the global population has caused a dramatic
increase in water use. The increase in water consumption due to the de-
velopment of industry and increasing prosperity worldwide has caused a
dramatic increase in water use’ which is why it has tripled since 1950. As
of 2015, thepopulation of theMiddle East is 300 million. It is expected to
exceed 500 million by 2025. The Middle East is experiencing a population

explosion in line with the global trend.

3 Between 1900 and 1940, water consumption worldwide increased from 95 to 215 cubic miles, more than
two hundred percent. However, the world population growth rate between these years was only forty per-
cent. In 1950, world water consumption climbed to 325 cubic miles, and by 1990 it had jumped to 988
cubic miles.
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Figure5: Population Growth in Middle East and North African
Countries in 1950, 2007 and 2050
Population Growth in the MENA Regions: 1950, 2007, and 2050
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MEMNA: Middle East and North Africa

Source: UM Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision (2007,
http:f{esa.ur.og, accessed April 7. 2007).

Source: (https://blogs.harvard.edu/mesh/2008/03/mena_population/, (11.01.2022).

The borderless circulation of global capital after the cold war provided
a partial recovery. Following this recovery, the relative welfare environment
provided in the cities made the cities a center of attraction for the segment
that was interested in agriculture but was increasingly struggling. (Tamimi,
2022) This situation caused migration from village stocities, the growth
of cities, and the increase in population. As a result, Middle Eastern cities
were filled with migration from rural areas.(Pappe, 2009)

3.1.1. Water Per Capita in the Middle East According to the
Falkenmark Index

In 1989, Malin Falkenmark prepared an index showing the impact

of population on water resources by correlating the total population of
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countries with the total amount of water resources, taking into account
the needs of the natural system. It is a frequently used index that defines
the pressure on water resources, called the “Falkenmark Index”.* According
to this index, the minimum domestic water requirement perperson is de-
termined as 100 liters per day, and the water requirement for agricultural
and industrial purposes is determined as 500-2000 (I/day) per day. The
threshold value is calculated as 1700 m3 perpers on per year. It has been
stated that if this value is dropped below, water shortage will begin, if it
is below 1000 m3, the country will face water scarcity, and if this figure
drops below 500 m3 per year, the country will experience absolute water
scarcity that can cause major problems. The use of the Falkenmark water
stress index in various reports of the United Nations shows the internatio-

nal validity of the index.

Table 1. Falkenmark Water Scarcity Index

Renewable fresh water per Water Status/Impact
person (m3 /year)

1 10000 + Water rich
2 2500 — 10000 Sufficient water
3 1700 — 2500 Vulnerable/vulnerable
4 1000 — 1700 Water stress/scarcity
5 1000 — 500 Water scarcity
6 <500 Absolute scarcity

When evaluated with the Falkenmark Index, the amount of drinkable
fresh water per person in the world is 7,600 m3/year. In the Asian conti-

nent, there is 3,000 m3/year of water per person. According to the index,

4 Water Scarcity Determination Indexes consist of four separate indexes reflecting four variables. These in-
dexes are;
- The ratio of water demand to water supply,
- The amount of water per person in relation to population growth,
- Having more than 1000m3 of fresh water per person,
- The ratio of water supply from abroad to domestic water supply.
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the Middle East is the region with the most severe, absolute water scarcity

in the world.

Table 2: Annual Per Capita Water Rate in Middle East and North
African Countries in 1955, 1990, 2000, 2010, 2025, 2050 (m3 / year)

| FRESH WATER AVAILARILITY PER CAPITA PER YEAR IN DIFFERENT ARAR COUNTRIES FROM 1955.2050

Wioler ovailability m' f eopita § yeaor

Counbry 1955 19900 T 005 i ns 025 mir
Algeria 1,770 489 332 300
Bahrain 672 il I70 153 139 124 A%
Egypt 2561 1,123 BOO 70 150 S00 550 510
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Jardan o0& 327 =500 150 =500 130 121 1oo
Kuwait =100 = 100 = 100 =100
Lebanon 3,088 1,818 900 F00 BOO 800 gar BOO
Libya 4,105 1,017 359 250
Morocco 2,743 1,112 590 &0
Oman 4,240 (] 500 500 450 450 410
Quatar 1,427 117 < 100 = 104 = 100 <100 43
Soudi Arabia 1,264 308 =500 400 320 250 113
Syria 6,500 2,087 1,250 1,250 00 850 73k &00
Tunisi 1,127 540 324 400
Unifed Arob Emirofes &, 195 I08 =500 =400 = 300 <00 174
West Bonk ond Goza 1,229 451 = 500 = 5(0 244
Yemen 1,098 445 =500 300 250 200 152

tnsttia
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Source: (http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/rome2007/docs/Arab_
Environment_Future_Challenges.pdf, (11.01.2022).)

The above chart shows the fresh wate rresourcea vailability rates of the
main countries in theMiddle East from 1955 to 2050 in m3/year. As of
2015, according to the Falkenmark index, there are no countries with fresh
water resources over 10,000 m3/yearor 2,500 m3/year. As can be unders-
tood, there are noc ountries in the Middle East that have sufficient water

resources or can be described as water-rich.

As 0f 2025, when compared to other countries, Iraq has relatively more
water (1700 m3 / year). Gulf countries; Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain,
Oman, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Yemen, Qatar’s index value is be-

low the absolute scarcity rate of 500 m3 / year as of 2015.( Chenoweth,

278 SDE AKADEMi DERGISI




Mehmet Erkin Kara

2011) In this context, it is said that there is insufficient water in the Gulf

countries and the Arabian Peninsula.

The common features that can be seen in the table are as follows. In
the Middle Eastern countries, there was a steady decrease in the rate of
fresh water resources per capita between 1955, 1990 and 2000. Other
years estimated by the projection show that this decrease will continue in
2015, 2025 and 2050, that it will fall below 500 m3 / year, and that abso-
lute famine will ocur except in Syria, Iraq, Morocco, Egypt and Lebanon.
Although Syria does not experience absolute water scarcity with 600 m3 /
year, Egypt with 600 m3 / year and Lebanon with 800 m3 / year in 2050,
the fact that they do not have enough water (water scarcity) is another

interesting situation.

According to the population growth simulation in the Middle East and
North Africa countries in 1950, 1990, 2000 and 2025, the population
growth rate in the Middle East exceeds 3% in many countries and is above
the world average. As a result; the growing population is closely related to
the depletion of Middle Eastern fresh water resources. Research shows that
the exponential increase in the Middle Eastern population reduces thea
mount of accessible fresh water, and accordingly increases the need for
fresh water. Therefore, the fact that there is an inverse proportion between
population density and fresh water resources per capita emerges as an im-
portant fact. The proposition that by 2050; “6,3 of the world’s population
will live in the Middle East. In contrast to this high rate, the Middle East
will have 1,4 of the world’s fresh water resources” shows the difficult situ-
ation the Middle East has fallen into.

3.2. Climate Change in the Middle East-Growing Population
Declining Food Relationship

The area where water is consumed the most in the world is agricultural
use. In many countries, 65% to 80% of the total water consumed is used

for irrigation. Although it is difficult to give an exact figure, it can be said
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that an average of 10,000 m3 of water is needed annually for 1 hectare of
land for efficient irrigation. The water used for irrigation is generally used
for the production of food stuffs. To give a few examples of the amount of
water needed in agriculture, for example, 77 m3 (20,000 gallons) of water
is needed to produce 36 liters of wheat, and 1,1 m3 (300 gallons) of water
is needed to produceone kilogram of bread. An adult needs 6,5 cubicme-

ters of water to provide one day’s food.

Another fact is that 83% of the available water in the Middle East
is used in agriculture, 90% of water consumption in Egypt is spent on
agriculture, and farmersuse 70% more water than necessary. In addition,
the negative effects of agricultural irrigation reduce productivity. Continu-
ous repeated irrigation increases the underground water table, keeps plant
roots in water, and kils plants over a period of time. Another negative
effect is soil and water salinization. The salt solutions behind as a result of
evaporation of irrigation water in the field cause plants to die over time.
Another reason for such excessive agricultural water use in theMiddle East
is the lack of water management by states.(Pamukeu, 2027) In addition to
this waste, costly agricultural projects undertaken by some of the oil-rich
countries in the region (Iraq, SaudiArabia, Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates) in an effort to become self-sufficient in agriculture so causing a

decrease in water resources.

Drought is a phenomenon that occurs due to a decrease in precipita-
tion in a certain period of time or due to climatic factors (high tempera-
ture, high humidity, high humidity, etc.) and usually lasts for a season or
longer. It is considered one of the normal climatic events experienced in
the world. However, in the Middle East region, due to the effect of climate

change, drought manifests itself as desertification.

Desertification and increasing evaporationare in a position to threaten
agriculture in the Middle East. In fact, increasing food prices are causing
economic hardship for states. It has been assessed that in the Middle East

Region, the dependency on agricultural imports may increase in the co-
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ming years due to demographic growth, changes in dietary habits and also
climate change; low agricultural productivity in rural areas, and significant

income inequality between rural and urban populations.

According to the analysis results, mitigating climate change has been
assessed as the most effective way to reduce agricultural product import
dependency. It is assessed that agricultural import dependency will incre-
ase even more in paralel with the strong effects of climate change felt in

the region.

Figure 6: Import Dependency Degree in the Agricultural Sector of
the Middle East and North Africa Region, Domestic Coverage Rate of

the Agricultural Sector
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Source: (https://inra-dam-front-resources cdn.brainsonic.com/ressources/afile/308329-
€5409-resource-addressing-agricultural-import-dependence-in-the-middle-east-north-
africa-region-through-to-the-year-2050.html/, (11.01.2022).)

A study conducted by the French National Institute of Agricultural
Research (INRA) in October 2015 is a good example of the level of import
dependency in the agricultural and food sector in the Middle East Region.

The region in question is currently considered a “climatic hot spot” with a
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highlevel of food dependency. 50% of agricultural products consumed are

supplied through imports.

Conclusion

The Middle East is at the fore front of regions that will experience
water scarcity due to climate change. It is wrong to think that this envi-
ronmental problem experienced in theMiddle East is dependent on poli-
tical borders. Global climate change all so affects the entirety of the poor
geography and causes serious security problems in Middle Eastern states.
Global climate change is similar to the snow ball effect; a snowball thrown
from the summit creates an avalanche on the skirts. The Syrian Civil War,
which began with the Arab Spring, has lasted for 13 years. One of the rea-
sons for the Syrian Civil War, in which millions of people left their home-
land and became refugees in other countries, and hundreds of thousands
of Syrians lost their lives in the conflict, is climate change. In the years
before the Syrian Civil War, the agricultural economy was severely affec-
ted by the worst drought in at least 500 years. This drought caused more
than a million people in rural areas to migrate to thecities. Clearly, climate
change has triggered the Syrian Civil War and created social, political and

environmental problems that led to the war.

While the temperature increases and decreases in precipitation resul-
ting from climate change lead to a decrease in fresh water resources, a
decrease in agricultural lands, and also inefficiency, all of these factors na-
turally hinder economic growth and development. In addition, the first
condition for industrialization and development is to have sufficient and
necessary energy. However, water is the most important source of energy
production. Water scarcity is one of the most important elements of social
development, industrialization hinders growth, and growth hinders social

welfare.

The Middle East’s water resources, rivers, lakes, underground water, and rain-

fall, are decreasing at an increasing rate every year with a down ward trend. This
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water scarcity challenges the Middle East geography in social, economic, and
societal dimensions and turns it into a land where human tears are never lacking.
In this context, it is a discourse that should be considered that global climate
change has directly or indirectly caused the collapse of its states and led to the rise
of radicalism for theMiddle East. As a result, global climate change will cause new
understandings and policies to emerge in the context of security perceptions and
threats in the entire international system. As a result of this new understanding,
new alliances will emerge in the international arena to combat global climate
change and new sanctions may develop. Middle Eastern States will also have to

adapt to the new order.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

[klim degisimi sonucu gergeklesen sicaklik artislart ve yagts mikrarin-
daki diisiisler tatli su kaynaklarinda azalmaya ve tarim arazilerinde daral-
maya, ayni zamanda da verimsizlige yol acarken, bu sayilan faktorlerin
tamami dogal olarak ekonomik biiytimeyi ve kalkinmay: engellemekte-
dir. Ayrica sanayilesmenin, kalkinmanin ilk sart yeterli ve gerekli enerjiye
sahip olabilmektir. Oysa su, enerji tiretiminin en énemli kaynagidir. Su
kitligi toplumsal kalkinmanin en énemli unsurlarindan biri sanayilesme-
yi, sanayilesme biiylimeyi, biiyiimede toplumsal refahi engellemektedir.
[lerleyemeyen geriler soziinden hareketle, sanayilesememe ve gelisememe
sonucunda birbirine ket vuran, bir déngii olusmaktadir. Yoksulluk, fakir-
lik ve cehalet etmenlerine niifus artsi, gida kitligr ve kuraklikta eklenince

icerisinden ¢ikilmaz, bir denklem olusmaktadir.

Iklim degisikligi ve diger faktorler olan; cevresel tahribat, kuraklik, susuzluk,
aglik, 6liim, goc, askeri 6nlemler ve savagin, birbirlerini etkileyen iligkisi mevcut-
tur. Ornek vermek gerekirse; Kiiresel isinmadan kaynaklanan kuraklik, kuraklik-
tan kaynaklanan kitlik ve aglik, agliktan kaynaklanan 6liimler ve gogler, go¢lerden
kaynaklanan askeri 6nlemler ve savaslar, savaglardan kaynaklanan daha ¢ok 6liim,
diismanlik ve cevresel tahribat, daha yogun cevresel tahribattan kaynaklanan
daha biiyiik ekonomik sorunlar ve daha ¢ok savas seklinde uzatlabilecek olan bir
zincir olusturmaktadir. Bu da iklim degisikliginin ne dl¢ekee biiyiik sorunlara yol

acabilecegine anlatmakradir.

Ortadogu su kaynaklar olan nehirler, goller, yeralt sulari, yagislar, asagi dog-
ru bir trend ile, her sene artan bir hizda azalmaktadir. Bu su kitligt Ortadogu
cografyasini sosyal, ekonomik, toplumsal boyutlarinda zorlamakta ve insan goz-

yasinin eksik olmadig; bir toprak parcasina ¢evirmektedir.

Ortadogu'daki su sorununun kaynaklik eden bazi etkenler soyle siralanabilir:
suyun bolgede dengesiz dagilimi, ortalamanin {izerindeki niifus arugi, gittikce
yiikselen hayat standartlarina bagli olarak artan su ihtiyact suyu tarimsal alandan
endiistriyel alana ve i¢ kullanima gevirebilecek politik iradenin zayifligi, gida gii-
venligini su giivenligine baglayan yanlis anlayis, suyu korumak ve tasarruf igin

gerekli teknoloji ve altyapinin eksikligi, suyun politik kazanimlar icin istismar
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edilmesi sorunlu sular tizerinde isbirligine dayal: antlagmalarin yapilamamast, is-
tikrarsiz rejimler, zayif politik irade ve giivensizlik yapurim giictinden yoksun
uluslararast kurallar ve antlagmalardir. Bu etmenlerin yanina iklim degisikliginde
eklendiginde sorunlar ¢oziilemez olmakta, her sene yanina bagka bir sorun eklen-

mektedir.

1950, 1990, 2000 ve 2025 yillarindaki Ortadogu ve Kuzey Afrika iilke-
lerindeki niifus artis1 simiilasyonuna gore Ortadoguda, niifusun biiytime
orant bir¢ok iilkede % 3’ii agmakta ve Diinya ortalamasinin iizerinde sey-
retmektedir. Sonug olarak; biiyliyen niifusun Ortadogu tatli su kaynaklari-
nin titkenmesi ile yakin iligkisi vardir. Ortadogu niifusunun katlanarak art-
masinin, ulagilabilir tatli su miktarini diisiirdiigii, buna bagli olarak ihtiyag
duyulan tatl su ihtiyacini arturdigs gergegini aragtirmalar gostermektedir.
Dolayistyla niifus yogunlugu, kisi basina diisen tatli su kaynaklari arasinda,
ters orantt oldugu gercegi, 6nemli bir olgu olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadr.
2050 itibariyla; ”Diinya niifusunun 6,3’i Ortadoguda yasayacakur. Bu
yiiksek oranin tersinde Ortadogu, Diinya tatli su kaynaklarinin 1,4 tine
sahip olacaktr.”6nermesi Ortadogu’'nun igine distiigii sikintilt durumu

gostermektedir.

Orta Dogu'daki mevcut suyun %83’tiniin tarimda kullanilmakta oldu-
gu, su titketiminin % 90’1nin tarima harcandigt ve ciftgilerin gereginden
% 70 daha fazla su kullandiklart da diger bir gercegi yansitmakeadir. Ay-
rica tarimsal sulamanin olumsuzluklarida verimi diisiirmektedir. Siirekli
tekrarlanan sulama, yeralti su tabakasini yiikselterek bitki koklerinin su
icinde kalmasini, belirli bir siire icinde bitkileri 6ldiirmektedir. Bagka bir
olumsuzlugu da toprak ve su tuzlanmasidir. Sulama suyunun tarlada bu-
harlagmasi sonucu geride kalan tuz ¢dzeltileri zamanla bitkilerin 6lmesine
yol agmakrtadir. Ortadoguda tarimsal su kullaniminin bu sekilde asiriya
kagmasinin bir nedeni de, devletlerin su yonetimi eksiklikleridir. Bu israfa
petrol zengini bélge iilkelerinden bazilarinin ( Irak, Suudi Arabistan, Ku-
veyt ve Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri ) tarimda kendi kendilerine yeterli olma
cabastyla yaptiklari masrafli tarim projeleri de su kaynaklarinin azalmasina

neden olmaktadir.
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Kuraklik belirli zaman periyodunda yagis oraninda azalma ya da ik-
limsel faktorlerle (yiiksek sicaklik, yiiksek nem, yiiksek nem vb.) nedeniyle
kaynaklanan ¢ogunlukla bir mevsim ya da daha uzun siire yasanan olaydur.
Diinyada yaganan normal iklim olaylarindan biri sayilir. Fakat Ortadogu
bolgesinde, iklim degisikliginin etkisiyle, susuzluk kendini ¢ollesme olarak
gostermektedir. Collesme ve buharlasmanin yiikselmesi Ortadogu'da tari-
mu tehdit eder bir konumdadir. Zaten ekonomik olarak devletleri, artan

gida fiyatlari sikintiya sokmaktadir.

Oniimiizdeki yillarda Orta Dogu Bolgesinde tarimsal ithalata olan ba-
gimliligin, demografik biiytime, beslenme aligkanliklarindaki degisiklik ve
aynt zamanda iklim degisiklikleriyle birlikte; kirsal alandaki diisiik tarimsal
verimlilik, kir ve sehir niifusu arasinda belirgin gelir esitsizligi nedenleriy-
le artig kaydedebilecegi degerlendirilmektedir. Yapilan analiz sonuglarina
gore, iklim degisikliginin hafifletilmesi tarimsal tirtinler ithalat bagim-
liliginin azalulmasinin en etkili yolu olarak degerlendirilmistir. Bolgede
ozellikle, iklim degisikliginin etkileri giicli sekilde hissedilmesine paralel,

tarimsal ithalata bagimliligin daha da artacagi degerlendirilmektedir.

Bu kapsamda: Ortadogu iklim degisikligine bagli su kitlig1 yasayacak
bolgeler arasinda bagi ¢ekmektedir. Ortadogu agisinda yasanan bu cevre-
sel sorunun, siyasi sinirlara bagimli oldugunu diistinmek yanlistir. Kiiresel
iklim degisikligi de yoksul cografyanin biitiiniinii etkilemekte, Ortadogu
devletlerinde ciddi giivenlik problemlerine neden olmaktadir. Kiiresel ik-
lim degisikligi kartopu etkisine benzemekte; zirveden atlan bir kartopu

eteklerde ¢1g yaratmaktadir.

Bu baglamda Ortadogu i¢in, kiiresel iklim degisimi dolayli ya da dolaysiz
devletlerinin ¢dkiislerine neden oldugu ve radikalizmin yiikselmesine yol actig
distintilmesi gereken bir soylemdir. Sonug olarak, kiiresel iklim degisikligi tiim
uluslararast sistemde giivenlik algilamalari ve tehditler baglaminda yeni anlayis ve
politikalarin olusmasina neden olacaktir. Bu yeni anlayis neticesinde, kiiresel ik-
lim degisikligi ile miicadele i¢in uluslararasi alanda yeni ittifaklar dogacak ve yeni
yapurimlar gelisebilecektir. Ortadogu Devletleri de yeni diizene uyum saglamak

zorunda kalacaklardir.
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Oz

Kimlik ve kimlik insa etme siireci hem benlik algisin hem de toplumsal rolleri
sekillendirmektedir. Ayni zamanda toplumun kiiltiirel degerlerini giiclendirerek ortak
bir yere aitlik hissi yaratmaktadir. Kimlik insasi, bir toplumun kiiltiirel mirasinin
korunmasinz ve yeni nesillere aktarimasini saglar. Bu durum, bir ulusun kiiltirel
stirekliligini siirdiirmenin en onemli araglarindan biri olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadyr.
Amerika Birlesik Devleti, diger toplumlara kryasla daha geng bir gegmise sabip oldugu
igin kimlik ingast siirecinde kiiltiirel calismalar yaparken kendine ozgii bir rota ¢izmistir.
Bu siirecte ¢izgi film ve ¢izgi roman kahramanlars, yalnizca bir eglence aract olarak
kalmamas, ayn: zamanda Amerikan kiiltiiriiniin sekillendirilmesi ve gelecek nesillere
aktarilmasinda giicli bir arag olarak ortaya ¢ikmagtir.

Makalede, Amerikan kiiltiiriiniin kimlik insa siireci ve bu siirecteki ¢izgi roman
kahramanlarinin rolii halk bilimsel bir yaklasimla incelenmistir. Bu kabramanlar,
toplumun ahlaki ve etik degerlerini simgelerken, halk bilimi agisindan kiiltiirel kodlarin
yeni nesillere aktarilmasinda birer arac olarak gorev almaktadrr. Kahramanlar;
Yunan, Roma ve Tiirk mitolojisindeki benzer karakterlerle karsilastirildiginda, bu
kahramanlarin evrensel mitolojik temalara dayandig goriilmektedir. Bu ¢alismanin
amacy;  kimlik  ingasinda  masal kahramanlarimmn  ¢izgi - film  kahramanlarina
doniisiimiiniin ne denli etkili oldugunu ortaya koymaknr. Ayni zamanda orneklem
grubu olarak ele alinan Marvel ve Hollywood kahramanlarinin temel alindig: mitolojik
benzerlikler tespit edilecektir.
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MODERN MYTHS AND THE
CONSTRUCTION OF IDENTITY: A
CULTURAL-SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF
AMERICAN SUPERHEROES

Yusuf E. ILIK

Abstract

Identity and the process of identity construction shape both self-perception and social
roles while reinforcing cultural values and fostering a sense of belonging. This process
ensures the preservation and transmission of a societys cultural heritage, serving as a
crucial mechanism for maintaining national continuity. Given its relatively young
history compared to other civilizations, the United States has followed a distinct path
in shaping its cultural identity. In this context, cartoon and comic book heroes have
emerged not only as entertainment figures but also as influential tools in shaping and
transmitting American cultural values to future generations.

This article examines the identity construction process within American culture and
the role of comic book heroes in this process through a folklore-based approach. These
heroes symbolize the moral and ethical values of society while functioning as a medi-
um for transmitting cultural codes to new generations. When compared with similar
figures from Greek, Roman, and Turkish mythology, it becomes evident that these
characters are rooted in universal mythological themes. The study aims to explore the
impact of transforming traditional fairy tale heroes into animated and comic book
characters in the context of identity formation. Additionally, it will analyze mytho-
logical parallels found in Marvel and Hollywood heroes, selected as the primary case
study group.

Keywords: Cartoon, Mythology, Nation Identity, Identity, USA
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Giris

Kimlik ingast veya kimlik olusturma, topluluklarin birbirini tanimla-
ma, anlamlandirma ve ifade etme siirecidir. Bu siireg, bireysel diizeydeki
kisisel degerlerin, inan¢larin ve deneyimlerin sekillendirilmesi; toplumsal
diizeyde ise bir grup ya da ulusun ortak kiiltiir, tarih, gelenek ve degerler
cevresinde bir araya gelmesiyle gerceklesmektedir. Kimlik, statik bir yapi-
dan kendiliginden siirekli evrimlegen bir sekilde ve hem bireysel hem de
kolektif diizeyde olusmaktadir. Bu siireg, kisisel, sosyal, kiiltiirel, politik ve
ekonomik olarak bir araya gelerek sekillenir. Kimlik, “ben kimim?” veya
toplumlarin “biz kimiz?” sorularina cevap olusturur ve kolektif diizeyde de

olduk¢a 6nem tagimaktadir.

Kendi tarihinin bagindan beri insanlik, devamli olarak kendisini ta-
nimlama liizumu hissetmis ve degisen kosullarin da etkisi ile bunu farkls
ogeler iizerinden gerceklestirmistir. Oncelikle kendi gibi olmayanlarla kar-
silasarak, kendisini ve farkli olan 6tekileri kesfetmistir (Cakmakli, 2022:
124). Kimlik kavrami, literatiirde tizerine pek ¢ok tanimlama yapilan ve
gecmisi ok eskiye dayanan bir kavram olarak yer almaktadir fakat tek bir
goriis birliginde bulusulamamugtir. Bu nedenle ayr1 goriisleri tek bir nok-
tada paylasarak tanimlama yapmak daha dogru olacakur. Bu ¢aligmada
ele alinan stiper kahramanlar yalnizca kiiltiirel degerleri yansitan figiirler
olarak degil, ayni zamanda bu degerleri sembolik diizeyde tireten, dolasi-
ma sokan ve toplumsal olarak megrulastiran kiiltiirel performans alanlar:

olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

1. Kavramsal Olarak Kimlik Tanimlamas:

Kimlik kavrami, TDK Tiirkge Sozltigiinde, “Toplumsal bir varlik olan
insanin nasil bir kimse oldugunu gosteren belirti, nitelik ve 6zelliklerin
bittinti ve herhangi bir nesneyi belirlemeye yarayan 6zelliklerin biitiini”
seklinde tanimlanmistir (TDK, 2024). Giddens'a gore kimlik, dogustan
gelmez, daha sonra olusturulur (2014: 265). Kimligin olusumu ve gelisimi

ile ilgili sistematik anlamda ilk estetik kuram Mead’a (1934) aittir. Ona
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gore kimlik, ne biyolojik yapimizin dogustan gelen bir pargasidir ne de
gelisen insan beyninin {iriinii olarak ortaya ¢ikmistir; kimlik bagkalariyla
kurulan sosyal etkilesimin sonuglaridir (Giddens, 2014: 265).

Kimlik 6znenin hem bireysel hem de toplumsal agidan varolusunu an-
lamlandiran, bir nevi ruhu islevindedir. Kimligin yapilandirict bir giicti
oldugu gibi ayn1 zamanda donustiiriicti bir etkisi de vardir (Ulusoy, 2020:
340). John Locke kimligi, “haurlama, idrak ve suurluluk hali” seklinde
agtklayarak kavrama yohnelik ilk tanimlamay: gerceklestirmistir. Buradan
hareketle kimlik bakimindan Locke’un, bireylerin diisiinme, ifade etme
ve kendilerini gelistirme sekillerinin esas ve degismez karakteri oldugu-
na yonelik yaklagimi kendi doneminde kabul gormiis ve sonrasinda gelen
bauli diisiintirler olan Leibnitz, Kant ve Kierkegaard tarafindan da kimlik
Locke’a benzer sekilde yorumlanmistir (Anik, 2012: 21). Kisaca insanin
kendisini tanimlamast ve konumlandirmast olarak ifade edilen kimlik ta-
nmimint genisletmek gerekirse, insanin sosyal diinyas: igerisinde kendisini
nasil tanimladigi, konumlandirdig, kim oldugu ve nerede durduguna dair
bir yanitur. Yani kimligi bir bireyin ya da toplulugun kendisini 6teki birey
ya da topluluktan ayiran niteliklerin tamami seklinde agiklamak miim-
kiindiir (Bilgin, 2003: 199).

2. Kimlik Ingas1 ve Olusum Siireci

Kimlik ingast ise, bahsi gecen tanimlamalar 6zelinde kimlik icerisin-
deki bilgilerin tanimlanma ve anlamlandirilma siirecidir. Bu siireg, kisinin
ya da bir grubun kendine 6zgiti 6zellikleri, degerleri, normlar1 ve kiiltiirel
miraslari tizerinden yapilan tanimlamalardan olusur. Hem bireysel hem de
toplumsal diizeyde gerceklesen bu inga, kisi veya bilinen grubun tanitimi-
na ve cevreyle olan iletisimlerini sekillendirmesine olanak tanir. Bu duru-
mun yani sira toplumlarin bir arada var olma bicimlerini sekillendirmesine
de katk: saglar. Bu nedenle, bireysel ve toplumsal diizeyde kimlik tizerine
distinmek ve bu siireci anlamlandirmak, sosyal uyum ve gelisim i¢in kritik

bir yapiya sahiptir.
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Kimlik s6ziintin vurgulanmasi gereken iki niteligi 6ne ¢tkmaktadir:

Aynilik / Benzerlik ve Siireklilik. Bu nitelikleri tastyan dil, tarih, etnik ko-

ken (soy), tarihi bir toprak, iilke ya da yurt gibi ortak kiiltiirel unsurlar,

kiiltiirel kimligi ya da hemen hemen ayni anlami tagtyan ulusal kimligi

tayin etmektedir. Ulus, dogal bir yapidir ve tarih digit nitelik tagimakta-

dir. Buna gore ulus, etnik ¢ekirdege bagli bir ¢esit {ist aile kurumu gibidir
(Duymaz, 2015: 21)

Ulusal Kimlik inga siirecinde egemen gii¢ tarafindan kullanilabilecek

metotlarin bazilarini su sekilde siralamak miimkiindiir:

Dil politikalar: (Alfabe, yeni kelimelerin tiiretilmesi, eski kelimele-

rin tekrar kullanima sokularak canlandirilmast).

[deoloji olusturma (Bahse konu topluluga yonelik farkli agilimlar
iceren ve digerlerinden ayrilmay1 saglayan degisik kavramsal yakla-

simlar).

Dinsel kimlik (Din temeline dayali bir ¢ergevede toplumsal olarak

farklilagma tizerine dayali politikalar).

Tarih aragtirmalart (Ortak tarihsel siirecin aydinlatlmast suretiyle

sosyal ve kiiltiirel baglarin kuvvetlendirilmesi).

Ulusal tarih olusturulmasi (Toplumu olugturan tiim bireylerin sa-
hip ¢ikabilecegi ve duygusal baglar kurabilecegi bir ortak tarihin

yaratilmast).

Ortak milli kahramanlar (Tarihsel siiregte kahramanlik gésteren

onemli sahsiyetlerin topluma mal edilmesi).

Model insanlar (Toplumu olusturan bireyler arasinda genel kabul
gorebilecek ve destek alabilecek model sahsiyetler yaratilmasi ya da

mevcut sahislarin tanitilmast).

Toplu gosteri, miting veya boykotlar (Ayn1 hedefler paralelinde or-

tak hareketlerin sergilenmesi).

Etnik kékenler (Toplumu olusturan bireylerin ortak etnik bir ko-

keni paylasmasi ve bunu benimsemesi).
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e Ortak amaglar (Bireyleri belirli bir yonde toplu olarak sevk etmeyi
saglayacak hedefler).

*  Geleneksel, ulusal ve kiiresel degerler (Fertleri birbirine kenetleye-

cek ortak degerler).

* Ortak diisman (Toplulugu olusturan tiim bireyler tarafindan be-

nimsenecek diisman topluluklar).

*  Ortak dost (Toplumsal bazda kabul ve destek gormiis ortak dostla-

ra sahip olunmas).

* Ortak sorunlar (Ayni sorunlarin toplumsal tabanda paylasilarak

benzer hassasiyetlerin gosterilmesi).

* Kiyafet (Digerlerinden ayrilirken kendi arasinda biitiinliik saglayan
farkli giyim tarzlarinin benimsenmesi) (Dogan, 2008: 14-15).

Genel itibariyle kimlik ingasi, sadece ge¢misin mirasinin degil, ayni
zamanda gelecegin yonlendirildigi bir olusum olarak goriilmektedir. Her
milletin, bahsi gecen metotlarin ge¢misine dayali olarak kendine 6zgii bir
kimlik insa siireci vardir. Ancak Amerika Birlesik Devleti’nin kimlik insa
stireci, diinyanin diger milletlerinden oldukea farkls bir ¢izgide gelismistir.
Geleneksel olarak bir etnik kiiltiirel mirasa dayanmayan ABD, kendisini
“goemenler tilkesi” olarak tanimlamis ve farkliliklarin bir araya getirilme-
siyle bir ulusal kimlik olusturarak, kimligini benzersiz bir yap: tizerine inga

etmistir.

3. ABD Kimlik in§a31 ve Ulusal Kimligi

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri diinya tizerinde etnik cesitliligi en fazla
olan ilk iilke olarak kargimiza ¢tkmaktadir. Amerika’ya bu etnik ¢esitliligi
veren temel unsur, uluslararasi gog¢ hareketi ile ortaya ¢ikmugtir. Alinan
tiim gogler neticesinde Amerikada sentetik yeni bir etnik yapi, yeni bir
ulus yiikselmeye baslayacakuir. Tarihsel siire¢ boyunca gergeklesen tiim gog
hareketleri ABD toplum yapisini sekillendiren temel dinamik olarak beli-

rirken iilke biitiintiyle dini, etnik ve mezhepsel farkliliklar temeli tizerine
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oturan ¢okkiiltiirlii bir yap: karakteristigine burtinmistir (Ciftgi, 2020:
92). Bu yeni ulus kendi etnik kimliginin derinlerinde barindirmis oldugu
etnik cesitliligin de her zaman farkinda olarak bir ulus kimligi ingas: siire-
cine girecektir (San ve Haslak, 2012: 32-33).

Hikayesi go¢menlik ve gesitlilik tizerine kurulu olan ABD halki, bu-
giine dek iilkelerine milyonlarca go¢men kabul etmistir. Genellikle kendi
tilkelerinde baski, zultim, fakirlik ve esitsizlik gibi faktorler ile bogusan
insanlarin kurtulus olarak gérdiigii tilke, ilk olarak kendilerinden ge¢mis-
lerini birakmalarini ve mevcut kiiltiirel normlari kabul etmelerini dayatan
bir uygulama modelini, ardindan bir asimilasyon fikrini benimsemis ve
homojen bir Amerikan kimligi i¢in ¢aba sarf etmistir. Su an igin ise ¢esit-
lilige daha ¢ok deger vererek gokkiiltiirliliigii benimseyen Amerikalilar,
etnik miraslarini tekrar yasatmaya baglamiglardir (Cakmakli, 2022: 131).

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin ulus kimlik insa siireci, gé¢ ve etnik
cesitlilik kavramlarr ile sekillenmistir. Bu nedenle Amerika Birlesik Devlet-
leri’nin, ulus kimligi insasinda diger devletlere nazaran daha farkli yontem-
lere bagvurmus oldugu agikca goriilmektedir. Uluslararasi: go¢ Hareketleri,
ABD’nin “yeni bir ulus” olusturma siirecinin temel tagi olmustur. Bu ¢e-
sitlilik, Amerikan toplumunun hem zenginlik hem de dayaniklilik olarak
gordiigii bir temel olmugstur. Zamanla homojen bir kimlik yaratmaya yo-
nelik ¢abalar yerini ¢okkiiltiirliiliigiin ortaya ¢ikaracag: kimlik anlayisina

birakmustir.

Anayasal diizeyde, bireysel haklarin korunmasi, farkls etnik kokene ve
dine mensup bireylerin ulusal kimlik i¢cinde yer almasini miimkiin kilin-
mustir. Resmi bir dili olmamasina ragmen Ingilizce, fiili olarak Amerikan
islemlerinin 6nemli bir aract dili olmustur. Dil olarak Ingilizce, Amerikan
normlarinin yayginlagmasini ve gd¢menlerin bu kiiltiir igerisindeki asimi-
lasyonunu kolaylastirmistir. Fakat ilk donemlerde bir biitiin halinde ulusal
kimlik olusturma anlayist baskinken bu durum zaman igerisinde homojen
bir ulusal kimlik olusturma cabasina evrilmistir. ABD’nin ulusal kimlik
inga siireci, diinya ¢apinda bir go¢men ulus olma idealini temsil eden ev-
rensel bir model olarak algilanmaktadir. Bu durum, Amerikan degerlerinin

kiiresel olarak yayilmasina katk: saglamugtir.
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Amerikan ulus kimligi, yalnizca anayasal degerler ve tarihsel olaylarla
degil, ayn1 zamanda kiiltiirel ikonlar ve kahramanlar araciligiyla da inga
edilmigtir. Bu ikonlar, toplumun ortak belleginde yer eden figiirler ve hika-
yeler tizerinden ulusal bir bag kurmus; ayni zamanda Amerikan degerleri-
nin hem yurt i¢inde hem de kiiresel dl¢ekte temsil edilmesine katk: sagla-
mustr. Tarihsel figiirlerden popiiler kiiltiir kahramanlarina kadar genis bir
yelpazede yer alan bu ikonlar, Amerikan kimligini hem ge¢miste hem de

modern diinyada goriiniir kilan gliglii birer sembol olmustur.

4. ABD Kiiltiirii Kimlik Ingasinda Cizgi Film Kahramanlarinin Rolit

Kiiltiir tarihinde geleneksel kabul edilen kiiltiirel yaratmalarin toplum-
sal yasamda yeterince degerli bulunmadigy, gegerliligini kaybettigi oldukea
stk tekrarlanan diistincelerdendir. Boyle zamanlarda, gesitli 6nerilerle ge-
leneksel olani gegerli kilma yollar1 aranmaktadir (Ekici, 2008: 33). Kil-
tiir tarihi icerisinde 6nemli bir yeri olan masallar da geleneksel kiiltiiriin
devamliligt icin birtakim déniisimler gecirmistir. Bu doniisiim, bir yan-
dan masallarin modern toplumda gegerliligini korumasini saglarken, diger
yandan geleneksel anlatim bigimlerini degisime ugratmakrtadur. Ik sekilleri
sozlii gelenekte yaratilan ve yine sozlii gelenekte kusaktan kusaga aktarilan
masallarin nakli meselesi artik giintimiiz sartlar1 igerisinde teknolojiyle de

beraber degisime ugramaya baglamisur (Bayraktar, 2013: 27).

Sozli gelenek, toplumsal hafizay: ve kiiltiirel degisimi aktaran onemli
bir aragur. Ancak bu triinler, duragan degildir; aksine, bireylerin yasam
kosullari, mekansal degisimleri ve zaman icinde karsilagtiklart yeni dav-
ranislarla siirekli olarak yeniden gekillenir. Sozlii gelenek akisinin degisim
ve dontisiim kapasitesi hem zamansiz hem de giincel hayatla birlegerek
kendisini canli tutar. Bu ozellikler, onlarin sadece gegmisteki bir kiiltiir
birikimi degil, ayni zamanda yasayan unsurlar oldugunu da ortaya ¢ikarir.
Sozli gelenek igerisindeki yaratmalar, degisen hayat kosullarina, zamana
ve mekina gore yeniden sekillenerek degisir ve dontstirler. Bu yaratma-
lar bu yoniiyle de kendilerine yasam alani bulma noktasinda giicliik ¢ek-

mezler (Bayraktar, 2014: 21).0Ozellikle somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasimiz
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icerisinde degerlendirebilecegimiz kisa ve yogun anlatim 6zellikleri tastyan
masallar (Oguz, 2008:4), daha 6nceleri sozlii kiiltiirde yasarken, sonrala-
11 yazili kiiltiire aktarilmig, gliniimiizde ise teknolojik gelismelere paralel
olarak ¢izgi film olarak giincellenerek televizyon ekranlarinda kendine yer
bulmustur (Bayraktar, 2013: 21). Masallarin ¢izgi filmlere aktarilarak do-
niisiime ugramastyla birlikte kiiltiir aktarim ortaminin degismesi, giinii-
miiz teknolojisi i¢erisine dogan ¢ocuklarda (dijital yerliler) ortak bir biling
olusturabilmek agisindan 6nemli bir gelisme olmustur. Ciinkii masallarin
egitime olan katkisinin farkina varilmasi gerekmekeedir. Masallar, cocuk-
larin dil, kiiltiir ve ahlak gelisiminde de bir ara¢ olarak kullanilabilecek
en 6nemli araglardandir. Cocuklar bu egitim sayesinde diger ¢ocuklarla
benzer egitimi alacak ve bu durum ortak bir kiiltiiriin olusmasina katki
saglayacakur (Gokbulut ve Yeniasir, 2013: 242).

Halk edebiyatinin anlati esasina dayanan 6nemli tiirlerinden birisi olan
masallar, 6zellikle gocuklarin egitiminde, sosyal gelisiminde 6nemli fayda-
lar sagladig gibi yetiskinler i¢in de bir nevi roman ve hikéye islevi gdrmiis-
tir. Cesitli 6zellikleriyle biiyiik kiigiik herkesin ilgisini ¢eken masallarin,
insanin ve toplumun anlagilmasini saglamada 6nemli bir rolii vardir (Cib-
lak, 2005: 127). Hem bireysel hem de toplumsal islevlere sahip olan ma-
sallar, egitim, deger aktarimi ve kiiltiirel bellek agisindan 6nemli nitelikler
tasgimaktadir. Masallar, ¢ocuklarin sosyal ve duygusal gelisimine katkida
bulunurken, yetiskinler i¢in de ge¢misle bugiin arasinda bir bag kurmus ve

sozli kiltiiriin temel taglarindan biri olarak varligini stirdtirmiistiir.

Pek ¢ok aragtirmaci tarafindan tanimlamast yapilan masallar, ait ol-
duklar1 toplumlari ve o toplumlarin gelenek géreneklerini, hayata baks
agilarini, olaylar: algilayislarini, ait olduklari topraklari ve o topraklarin in-
sanlarinin 6zelliklerini vb. anlatir. Bu yoniiyle gelenek ve iletisimden besle-
nen kiiltirel bellek toplumlarin kimligi konumundadir (Assmann, 1997:
25-28). Masallar, yalnizca birer eglence araci degil, aynt zamanda toplum-
larin degerlerini, etik anlayislarini ve kolektif hafizalarini aktardiklari gtiglii
bir aragtr. Toplumlarin ge¢misten bugiine taginan deneyimlerini ve yasam

felsefelerini barindiran masallar, bireylerin hayal giiciinii beslemenin 6te-
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sinde, toplumsal normlarin ve degerlerin gelecek kusaklara aktarilmasini

saglayan 6nemli bir kiiltiirel koprii islevi gorir.

16 Ekim 1923 tarihinde Amerikada kurulan Disney Stiidyosu’nun
masallarin kimlik ingast ve kiiltiir aktarimindaki 6nemini fark ederek bu
dogrultuda hareket etmesi, popiiler kiiltiiriin yeniden sekillenmesine ve
geleneksel anlatlarin modern bir yorumla daha genis kitlelere ulasmasina
biiyiik katki saglamigtir. Walt Disney vizyonuyla, stiidyosunda yalnizca eg-
lence yaratmay1 degil, ayni zamanda toplumun kiiltiirel degerlerini yansit-
may1 ve aktarmay1 hedeflemistir. Klasik masallari temel alarak tirettigi ¢iz-
gi filmler, toplumsal normlarin, ahlaki degerlerin ve kiiltiirel sembollerin
cagdas bir yorumla sunulmasini saglamisur. Ayrica, Disney’in yeniden yo-
rumladigt bu masallar, evrensel temalar ele alirken Amerikan kiltirtiniin
ozelliklerini de icsellestirmis ve bir anlamda Amerikan kimliginin kiiresel

bir yansimasi haline gelmistir.

Disney Stiidyosuw’nun, masal altyapisini kullanarak olusturdugu ¢iz-
gi filmler yalnizca ¢ocuklara hitap etmekle kalmamis, ayni zamanda ye-
tigkinler tizerinde de ilgi uyandirmistir. Halkin hayal giiciinde yer alan
kahramanlar bu sekilde kolaylikla olusturulmakta ve bunlara hayata dair
nitelikler verilmektedir. Disney Stiidyosu; ¢izgi filmleri kiiltiir aktarimi
konusunda onemli bir yere getirecek olan, ses ve renkli goriintii olayini
¢ozmiis ve ¢izgi filmlerin izlenebilirligini arturarak popiiler bir tiir haline
getirmistir (Aslan, 2021: 1065). Bu durum, Disney’i yalnizca bir eglence
treticisi degil, ayn1 zamanda bir kiiltiirel hafiza yaraticist ve koruyucusu
haline getirmistir. Stiidyo, masal altyapisini kullanarak hem bireylerin ha-
yal giiclinii zenginlestiren hem de toplumun kiiltiirel bellegini yeniden ge-

killendiren bir anlat: formu olusturmay: basarmistir.

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri, tarihsel olarak diger toplumlara gére daha
geng bir devlet oldugundan, kendi kiiltiirel kimligini olusturma stireci
farkli bir yol izlemistir. Bu siiregte ¢izgi film ve ¢izgi roman kahramanlari,
Amerikan kimliginin inga edilmesinde ve yeni nesillerin aidiyet duygu-
sunun gelismesinde 6nemli bir rol oynamistir. Marvel ve Hollywood un

popiilerlestirdigi bu kahramanlar, Amerikan kiiltiirel degerlerini, adalet
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anlayisini ve bireysel kahramanlik temasini geng nesillere aktarmaktadir.
Giig, adalet, kahramanlik, 6zgiirlik ve koruyuculuk gibi temalar bu ka-
rakterler aracilifiyla aktarilirken, toplumun ortak degerleri ve normlar: da
bu figiirlerle pekistirilir. Superman, Wonder Woman, Batman, Thor gibi
stiper kahramanlar, bir yandan eglence diinyasinda ¢ocuklarin ve gen¢lerin
ilgisini ¢cekerken, diger yandan toplumun ahlaki ve etik degerlerini sembo-

lize ederler.

ABDde cizgi film kahramanlarinin rolii sadece eglence veya titketim
kiiletirtiyle sinirli kalmamakeadir. Bu karakterler, bir ulusun kolektif belle-
ginde 6nemli bir yere sahiptir ve tarihsel bagliliklar olusturmanin yani sira,
yeni nesillerde Amerikan kiiltiiriine ait olma duygusunu giiglendirir. Ciz-
gi roman kahramanlari ve animasyon karakterleri, genglerin benliklerini
ve toplumda oynadiklari rolleri kesfetmelerine yardimet olur. Kiiltiirii salt
didaktik bir sekilde 6gretmek yerine ¢izgi film ve karakterleri araciligiyla
ogretmek daha etkili bir aktarim gekli olarak gériilmektedir. Cizgi film
ve egitim iliskisi daha ¢ok masal ve egitim iliskisine benzer. Cizgi filmde
mitolojiye yer vermek ya da ilhami mitoloji olan ¢izgi filmler yapmak tam
olarak “gelenegin giincellenmesi” ifadesinde kendini bulur (Fedakar, 2011:
109). ABD’nin kimliginin insasinda Hollywood’un ve Marvel evreninin
katkisi, bu kahramanlar araciligiyla sembolik bir toplumsal rehberlik sun-

maktadir.

Kiiltiirel ikonlar ve ortak anlatilar, Amerikan ulus kimligini sekillendi-
ren ve bireyler arasinda bir bag olusturan giiclii unsurlardir. Tarihsel kah-
ramanlardan popiiler kiiltiir figiirlerine kadar her ikon, Amerikan deger-
lerini somutlastirmak ve bunlart hem ulusal hem de uluslararasi diizeyde
yaymak i¢in bir ara¢ olarak kullanidmistir. Cizgi film kahramanlari gibi
popiiler kiiltiir karakeerleri, Amerikan kimligini evrensel bir platformda
goriiniir kilmaktadir. Bu figiirler ve anlatlar, Amerikan toplumunun hem
kendi i¢cinde bir biitiinliik olugturmasint hem de diger kiiltiirlerle etkilesim

kurmasini saglamakeadir.
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5. ABD Cizgi Film Kahramanlar1 ve Mitolojik Benzerlikleri
5.1.Superman: Ozgiirliik ve Gogmenlik Ideali
5.1.1 Kiiltiirel Baglam: Superman, 1938'de yaratilmis ve modern ¢iz-

gi roman diinyasinin ilk stiper kahramani olarak kabul edilmistir. Gergek
ad1 Kal-El olan Superman, gezegeninden (Krypton) kagip Diinya’ya gog
eden bir kahramandir. Go¢menlik dalgalarinin etkisiyle ABD, farkli etnik
kokenlerden bireylerin kendi hikayelerini insa ettigi bir tilkedir. Super-
man’in yaraticilart da Yahudi go¢men bir ailenin ¢ocuklaridir. Bu durum

kahramanin hikayesine 6nemli bir kiiltiirel katman eklemistir.

Supermar’in gezegeninden kagip Diinya’'ya siginmasi, gogmenlik de-
neyiminin bir temsili olarak goriilmesi yapilabilecek bir tespittir. Kendi
diinyast yok olan Kal-El, Amerikan toplumuna entegre olarak, ayni za-
manda bu topluma hizmet eden bir figiir haline gelir. Bu, ABD’nin bir

“firsatlar tilkesi” ve “kurtarici tilke” olarak algilanan idealini yansitr.

5.1.2 Mitolojik Benzerligi ile Halk Bilimsel Incelemesi: Superman,
yalnizca modern bir ¢izgi roman kahramani degildir; ayni zamanda halk
bilimsel bir kahraman arketipidir. Tarih boyunca mitolojik figiirler, top-
lumlarin kimlik ingasinda ve kiiltiirel degerlerin aktariminda 6nemli rol
oynamustir. Superman’in hikayesi, birgok mitolojik figiirle benzerlikler
tasimaktadir. Yunan/Roma mitolojisinde, Zeus/Jipiter figiirlerine ben-
zetligiyle ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Superman, giicii ve liderligiyle Zeus veya
Jupiter'e benzer. Tipki Zeus'un Olimpos'taki diger tanrilart korumast ve
yonetmesi gibi, Superman de diinyay: koruyan bir lider figiirii olarak
ortaya ¢tkar. Zeus'un yildirimi kontrol etmesi ve adalet dagitmas: gibi,
Superman de fiziksel giiciinii ve siiper yeteneklerini adalet saglamak icin
kullanir. Zeus'un Olimpos ve Diinya arasindaki dengesini saglamas: gibi,
Superman de Kryptondan getirdigi mirasi ve diinyadaki sorumluluklarini

dengelemeye caligir.

Tiirk mitolojisi icerisinde Oguz Kagan ile benzerlik gosteren bir figiir

olarak ortaya ¢tkmaktadir. Superman’in Oguz Kagan ile benzerligi, onun

302 SDE AKADEMI DERGISI




Yusuf E. Ilik

bir lider ve koruyucu figiir olmasindan gelir. Oguz Kagan, Tiirk mitoloji-
sinde gogebe Tiirk halklarini birlestiren ve onlari koruyan bir liderdir. Su-
perman de Krypton kéokenli bir ggmen olarak, diinyay: koruma gérevini
tistlenmistir. Oguz Kagan destani, Tiirklerin gogebe kiiltiiriine dayali bir
liderlik ve aidiyet temasini igler. Benzer sekilde, Superman’in hikayesi de
hem bir go¢ hikayesini hem de yeni bir topluma aidiyet kazanmaya ¢alis-

may1 temsil eder.

Superman, ayni zamanda bir “kurtarici” figiirii olarak Isa Mesih ile
paralellik tasir. Kryptondan Diinya’ya gonderilmesi, bir kurtarict olarak
se¢ilmis kisi temasini igler. Tipki Mesil'in insanlik i¢in kendini feda etmesi

gibi, Superman de kendi hayatin riske atarak insanlig1 korur.

5.1.3 Amerikan Degerlerini Temsili: Superman, “Adalet, Dogruluk
ve Amerikan Yolu” mottosuyla, ABD’nin 6zgiirlitk ve firsat tilkesi olarak
sundugu idealin temsilcisidir. Gogmen bir ge¢mise sahip olmasi, Amerikan
toplumunun gdé¢menlik tizerine kurulu yapisini yansitir. Ayni zamanda

bireyin toplum i¢in fedakarlik yapmasinin gerekliligini vurgulamakreadir.

5.1.4 Kimlik Insasina Katkisz: Superman, giiglerini insanlig1 koru-
mak icin kullanirken etik degerlerin 6nemini de vurgular. Bu, Amerikan
kimliginde bireysel giictin ve toplum yararina hizmetin idealize edilmesiyle
paraleldir. Superman, Amerikan kimligini idealize eden bir figtirdiir. O,
ABD’nin hem gd¢menler icin bir umut 15181 hem de kendi degerlerini ko-
ruyan bir toplum olma fikrini somutlastirir. Kryptondan gelen bir go¢men
olarak, farkls bir ge¢mise ve kimlige sahiptir; ancak bu farklilik, Amerikan

toplumunda bir zenginlik olarak goriiliir.

Supermar’in “Clark Kent” kimligi, siradan bir Amerikaliy1 temsil eder.
Bu kimlik, Supermar’in insani yonlerini, bireysel miicadelelerini ve si-
radan halkin yasadigi zorluklarla bagini gosterir. Clark Kent'in hikayesi,
Amerikan toplumunun herkesin kendini yeniden insa edebilecegi bir yer

oldugu fikrini desteklemektedir.
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5.2. Wonder Woman: Kadin Giicii ve Feminizmin Temsili

5.2.1 Kiiltiirel Baglam: Wonder Woman, Ikinci Diinya Savast done-
minde yaratulmis bir kahramandir. Bu dénem, kadinlarin geleneksel ev ici
rollerden siyrilarak ¢alisma hayatina kauldigi, toplumsal gorevlerde daha
fazla yer aldig1 bir zaman dilimidir. Diana, savasin yikiciligina karsi barisin
savunucusu olarak ortaya ¢ikar ve kadinlarin da liderlik edebilecegi, gliglii

bir aktor olarak sahnede yer alabilecegini gosterir.

Karakter, Amazon mitolojisinden ilham alarak yaratilmis ve antik diin-
yanin giiclii kadin savascilarint modern bir baglamda yeniden yorumla-
mistir. Kadinlarin fiziksel ve entelekeiiel giiciinii vurgulayan bu karakter,
toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi fikrini daha genis kitlelere tagtyan bir kiiltiirel

koprii islevi goriir.

5.2.2 Mitolojik Benzerligi ile Halk Bilimsel Incelemesi: Wonder
Woman, mitolojik kokenleri ve halk bilimsel agidan tagidigr anlamlarla
da dikkat ¢eker. Yunan/Roma mitolojisinden Athena ve Diana’ya; Tiirk
mitolojisinden Tomris Hatun gibi figiirlere dayanan benzerlikleri, onun
kiiltiirel zenginligini derinlestirir. Wonder Woman, Yunan mitolojisinde-
ki Athena gibi savasci bir karakterdir, ancak savasi bir amag¢ olarak degil,
barisa ulagmanin bir araci olarak goriir. Bilgelik ve strateji unsurlari hem
Athena’nin hem de Wonder Woman'in ortak 6zelliklerindendir. Athena,
sehirlerin ve halklarin koruyucusu olarak bilinir. Benzer sekilde, Wonder

Woman da halk: koruyan, adalet i¢cin miicadele eden bir figiirdiir.

Wonder Woman'in adi, Roma mitolojisindeki Dianadan gelir. Dia-
na, doganin ve avin tanrigast olarak, ézgiirliik ve bagimsizlig1 temsil eder.
Wonder Woman da kendi diinyasinda 6zgirliigiin semboliidiir ve bagkala-

rinin 6zgiir1i'1gﬁnii savunur.

Tomris Hatun, Tirk mitolojisinde ve tarihindeki giiglii bir kadin lider
olarak bilinir. Wonder Woman gibi, Tomris de bir savasc1 ve liderdir. Tki-
si de halklarini korumak ve adaleti saglamak icin miicadele eder. Tomris

Hatun'un cesareti ve adalet arayisi, Wonder Woman'in modern baglamda
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temsil ettigi degerlerle ortiistir. Tomris'in Pers Krali II. Kiros'a karsi verdigi
miicadele, Wonder Woman'in kétiilige karst durusunu haurlatir. Tom-
ris Hatun, Tiirk halkinin kimlik ingasinda kadinlarin roliinii yiiceltirken,
Wonder Woman da benzer bir sekilde Amerikan toplumunda kadinlarin

yerini gii¢lendiren bir semboldiir.

5.2.3 Amerikan Degerlerini Temsili: Diana, erkek kahramanlarin
egemen oldugu bir diinyada, kadinlarin da esit derecede giiclii ve lider ola-
bilecegini vurgular. Wonder Woman'in temel misyonu, savast durdurmak
ve barist saglamak olmustur. Bu, savas karsit1 bir durusun yani sira, Ame-
rikan degerleri olan adalet ve insan haklari savunuculuguyla orttismekte-
dir. Wonder Woman, Amerikan kimliginde kadinlarin toplumsal esitligini
temsil eden bir figiirdiir. Bu, 6zellikle kadinlarin hak miicadelesi verdigi
20. yiizyilin feminist hareketleriyle paralellik tagir.

5.2.4 Kimlik Insasina Katkisi: Wonder Woman, Amerikan kimligin-
de kadinlarin toplumun yalnizca destekleyici figiirler degil, ayni zaman-
da liderler, savascilar ve esit bireyler oldugunu vurgular. Bu karakter, 20.
ylizyildaki feminist hareketlere bir popiiler kiiltiir yanit1 olarak goriilebilir.
Wonder Woman, kadinlarin hem bireysel hem de kolektif giiclerinin al-
unt ¢izer. Onun liderlik rolii, kadinlarin toplumsal doniisiimdeki yerini
simgeler. Karakter, yalnizca bir ¢izgi roman kahramani olarak degil, ayn
zamanda toplumsal esitlik miicadelesinin bir sembolii olarak gencler ve

yetiskinler i¢in bir ilham kaynagi olmustur.,

5.3. Batman: Adalet ve Sosyal Sorumlululk

5.3.1 Kiiltiirel Baglam: Batman, 1939 yilinda Bob Kane ve Bill Fin-
ger tarafindan yaraulmistir. Karakeer, Biiyiik Buhran sonrasinda ekonomik
esitsizliklerin ve sug oranlarinin arttugt bir donemde ortaya ¢tkmistir. Go-
tham sehri, yolsuzluk, sug ve adaletsizlikle bogusan kurgusal bir metropol
olarak, 20. ylizyilin ilk yarisinda Amerikanin biiyiik sehirlerindeki top-

lumsal sorunlarin bir yansimasidir.
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Bruce Wayne'in ebeveynlerinin dliimiine taniklik etmesi, onu adaleti
saglama ve sucla miicadele etme konusunda kararli bir kahramana doniis-
tirtir. Travmalari, onun golge ve karanlikla 6zdeglesen Batman kimligini
yaratmasina neden olurken, bu kimlik ayni zamanda Amerikan kiiltiiriin-

deki “bireyin kendi kaderini sekillendirme” idealini temsil eder.

5.3.2 Mitolojilk Benzerligi ile Halk Bilimsel Incelemesi: Batman,
modern bir halk kahramani olarak, mitolojik figiirlerle derin benzerlikler
tasir. Yunan ve Roma mitolojilerindeki Hades/Pluto ile Ttirk halk kahra-

mani Kéroglu, onun hikayesiyle anlamli paralellikler gosterir.

Batman, Gotham’in karanlik sokaklarinda suglularla savagirken, Ha-
des’in yeralundaki golge diinyasini yonetmesiyle benzerlik tasir. Hades’in
yeralt diinyast, tupki Gotham gibi, kaos ve karanligin semboliidiir. Hades,
yeraltt diinyasinda adaletin uygulayicisidir. Batman de Gotham’in karanlik
yliziinde adaleti saglama gorevini tistlenir. Hades, giicti ve korkutuculu-
guyla taninirken, Batman de suglularin korkulu riiyasidir. [kisinin de golge

figiiri olmasi, onlar1 gizem ve giiciin simgeleri haline getirir.

Batman’in Gotham halkint koruma misyonu, Tiirk mitolojisi icerisin-
de Koroglu'nun halkin adalet arayisindaki roliine benzer. Kéroglu, zengin
ve giiclii kisilere kargt halkin ¢ikarlarini savunurken, Batman de Gotham'in
zayif ve savunmasiz bireylerini suclulardan korur. Koroglu, zalimlerle ve
toplumsal adaletsizlikle savagir. Batman’in yozlasmis su¢ orgiitlerine ve
zenginligin adaletsiz dagilimina kargt durusu, Kéroglu'nun miicadelesiyle
ortisiir. Kéroglu, halkin gizemli bir lideri olarak anilirken, Batman de ka-

ranlikea ¢alisan bir koruyucu olarak taninir.

5.3.3 Amerikan Degerlerini Temsili: Batman, yozlasmis hukuk siste-
mine ve toplumsal esitsizliklere karst bireysel adalet arayisini simgeler. Bu,
Amerikan kimliginde bireyin, sistemin eksiklerini kapatabilecek bir irade
ve kararliliga sahip oldugu fikrine dayanir. Bruce Wayne, milyarder bir ig

adami olarak, servetini sadece kisisel ¢ikarlar i¢in degil, toplumu iyilestir-

306 SDE AKADEMI DERGISI




Yusuf E. Ilik

mek i¢in de kullanir. Bu, Amerikan kapitalizmi icinde gii¢ ve zenginlik
sahiplerinin topluma karst sorumluluk tagimas: gerektigi fikrini pekistirir.
Batmarn’in fiziksel giicii, zek4si ve iradesi, bireyin kararliligi ve sinirlarin
zorlayarak hedeflerine ulasabilecegini gosterir. Bu, Amerikan rityasinin bir

yansimasidir.

5.3.4 Kimlik Insasina Katkisi: Batman, bireylerin travmalarini asa-
rak topluma katki saglayabileceklerini ve kisisel acilardan toplumsal bir
gii¢ yaratabileceklerini gosterir. Amerikan kimliginde bireysel fedakérlik
ve toplumsal sorumluluk arasinda bir denge kurma ¢abasi, Batman’in hi-

kayesiyle somutlastr.

5.4. Iron Man: Teknoloji ve Inovasyonun Giicii

5.4.1 Kiiltiirel Baglam: Iron Man karakterinin yaratuldigi dénem-
de, ABD Savas dénemindedir ve teknoloji yarislari, 6zellikle silahlanma
ve uzay teknolojisi alanlarinda yogun bir sekilde siirmektedir. Bu nedenle
Iron Mar’in teknolojiye dayali stiper giigleri, donemin bilim ve miithendis-

lik odakli ruhunu yansitmakeadir.

Tony Stark’in zenginligi, teknolojiye sahip hakimiyeti ve diinya barigi-
na olan katkisi, Amerikan kapitalizminin ve bireysel dehanin giiciinti tem-
sil eder. Bununla birlikte, karakterin basta bir silah iireticisi olarak cikmasi
daha sonra etik degerlere yonelmesi, teknolojinin yalnizca bir gii¢ araci
degil, ayni zamanda toplumsal hizmet veren bir ara¢ olmasi 6zellikleri is-

lemektedir.

5.4.2 Mitolojik Benzerligi ile Halk Bilimsel Incelemesi: Tron Man,
mitolojik figiirlerle olan benzerlikleriyle modern bir halk kahramant olarak
anlam kazanir. Yunan/Roma mitolojisinden Hephaestus/Vulcan ile Tiirk
mitolojisinden Demirci Kawa gibi figiirler, karakterine derin bir kiiltiirel

bag kazandirmaktadir.
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Hephaestus (Roma mitolojisindeki karsiligi Vulcan), demircilerin tan-
risidir. Hephaestus, tanrilar igin silahlar ve zirhlar yaparak, teknolojik ve
yaraticl giictin sembolii olmustur. Benzer sekilde Tony Stark da yaratug:
zirh ve silahlarla bireysel yaraticiligin giiciinii temsil eder. Hephaestus, yal-
nizca iglevsel degil, ayni zamanda etik degerlere dayali araglar yaratr. Tony

Stark da teknolojik etik operasyonu savunan bir figiirdiir.

Tirk mitolojisi icerisinde yer alan Demirci Kawa, zalim hiikiimdar
Dehak’a karst halkin 6zgiirlestirici bir halk kahramanidir. Kawa'nin demir
isciligi, halkin 6zgiirligiintin sembolii haline gelir. Benzer sekilde, Tony
Stark da toplamda yalnizca bireysel kazang i¢in degil, toplumun tamamina
kullanir. Kawa'nin demircilik yapmasi, halkin kurtulusunun miicadelesine
katki saglar. Tony Stark, elektrik giiciiyle diinyada daha iyi bir yer haline
getirmek i¢in ¢aligmaktadir.

5.4.3 Amerikan Degerlerini Temsili: Iron Man, Amerikan kapitaliz-
mini ve teknolojik ilerlemeyi temsil eder. Zenginligini ve zekasini kullana-
rak diinyada daha iyi bir yer haline getirmeyi hedefler. Ayni zamanda Tony
Stark’in kisisel olarak goriilen — basta bir silah treticisiyken daha sonra
baris i¢in ¢alisan bir kahramana dontismesi — Amerikan kisiliginde bireysel
hatalarindan ders ¢ikararak topluma hizmet eden bir figiire dontisme ide-

alini yansitmaktadir.

5.4.4 Kimlik Insasina Katkisz: Iron Man, Amerikan kimliginde ino-
vasyonun ve teknolojinin merkezi roliinii vurgular. Zenginligin bir ego
aract degil, insanliga hizmet etmek igin bir ara¢ olmasi gerektigini 6ne
stirer. Bu durum, Amerikan toplumunda bilim, mithendislik ve girisimci-

ligin artsini idealize eden bir figiir olusturmaktadir.
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5.5. Thor: Mitolojinin Evrensel Birlestiriciligi
5.5.1 Kiiltiirel Baglam: Thor’ un yarauldigi 1962 yili, Amerikan top-

lumunda Soguk Savagin etkileriyle gii¢, liderlik ve sorumluluk kavram-
larinin yogun bir sekilde tartigildigr bir donemdir. Thor, Marvel Comics
tarafindan mitolojik bir sekilde modern bir baglamanin siirdiiriilmesi ve
evrensel degerlere dayali bir kahraman yaratma amaciyla hayata gegiril-
mistir. Thor'un Iskandinav mitolojisinden uyarlanmis olmasi, Amerikan
popiiler kiiltiiriiniin farkls kiiltiirel kaynaklarinin beslenmesini ve evren-

selligini yansitmaktadir.

Thor'un hikayesi, mitolojik kékenlerini kaybetmeden modern bir
mantiksal yeniden yorumlanmistir. Asgard'dan diinyaya siirgiin edilen ve
burada sorumluluk sahibi olan Thor, bir yandan mitolojik bir tanrisal sii-
regte stirdiirtiliirken diger yandan insani degerlere yonelmistir. Bu, evrensel

bir kahraman yaratma ¢abasi olarak yorumlanmaktadir.

5.5.2 Mitolojil Benzerligi ile Halk Bilimsel Incelemesi: Thor hem
[skandinav mitolojisindeki kokenleri hem de diger kiiltiirel figiirlerle olan
benzerlikleriyle halk agisindan derin bir anlayisa sahiptir. Yunan/Roma mi-
tolojisindeki Ares/Mars ve Tiirk mitolojisindeki Alp Er Tunga, Thor'un

karakter yapist ve misyonuyla anlamli paralellikler tagir.

Thor, Yunan mitolojisinde Ares ve Mars gibi savas tanrilariyla benzerlik
tasgimaktadir. Thor'un Mjolnir'i (gekici), Ares’in savas silahlarint cagirir.
Onun iki figiirii fiziksel giiciin ve cesaretin simgesidir. Ares, Yunan mitolo-
jisinde savas kaosunu temsil ederken, Mars, Roma mitolojisinde koruyucu
bir figiirdiir. Thor da bu iki rolii dengeler: bir savasc olarak diigmanlariyla
savasir, ancak halkini korumayi her seyin tistiinde tutar. Thor'un mitolojik
kokenleri, Ares ve Mars gibi savase figiirlerle paralellik gosterirken, mo-

dern y6netim ve adalet gibi insani erdemleri de islemektedir.

Alp Er Tunga, Tiirk mitolojisinde cesareti, gii¢ ve savascilik erdemlerini
temsil eder. Thor'un ¢ekici ile gosterdigi fiziksel gii¢ ve savas avantaji, Alp

Er Tunganin savag meydanlarindaki zaferlerini haurlaur. Alp Er Tunga,
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Tiirk mitolojisinde destanlasmis bir kahramandir. Thor’'un hikayesi mito-
lojik kokenlerine sadik kalarak, modern bir destanin parcast olmustur. Alp
Er Tunga'nin adalet ve halkinin verdigi miicadele, Thor'un hem Asgard'da

hem de diinyada adaleti saglama ¢abasini yansitmaktadir.

5.5.3 Amerikan Degerlerini Temsili: Thor'un Iskandinav mitolojisi-
ne dayali bir karakter olmasi, Amerikan kilttirtintin farkli geleneklerine
agtkligr ve bunlarin kendi kimligine uyum saglamasi devam ediyor. Thor,
Amerikan popiiler kiiresel kiiltiirti bir baglama tagimaktadir. Thor, bir lider
ve savasct olarak halkini koruma ve adaleti saglama gorevini tstlenir. Bu,

Amerikan kisiliginde yer alan liderlik ve sorumluluk temalarini islemekte-

dir.

5.5.4 Kimlik Ingsasina Katksi: Thor, Amerikan kisiliginde uluslara-
rast baglanulara acik olmay1 ve farkli kiiltiirlerle etkilesim kurma ideali-
ni vurgulamaktadir. Thor'un hikayesi, farkli kokenlerden gelen bireyleri
Amerikan toplumuna entegre edilebilmek ve bu toplumun degerlerini
benimseyerek katkida bulunabilecek faaliyetler islemektedir. Bu durum,

Amerikan bollugunun kucaklayan ozelliklerini vurgulamaktadir.

5.6. Hulk: I¢sel Miicadele ve Kontrol

5.6.1 Kiiltiirel Baglam: Hulk, Soguk Savas doneminde niikleer sal-
dirilarin ve deneysel deneylerin popiiler kiltiir tizerindeki etkileri yogun
oldugu bir dénemde yaraulmistir. Bilim ve teknolojik olarak kontrol edi-
lemeyen potansiyele sahip korkular, Hulk karakterinin temellerini olustu-
rur. Bruce Banner, bir gama radyasyonu deneyi sirasinda yasadigi kazayla
Hulk’a dontisiir ve bu dontigiim, insanin dogast tizerindeki kontrolsiiz etki
metaforik bir anlatimidir.Dénemin istikrarli ilerlemelerine dair korkulari
islerken, Hulk ayni zamanda bireyin kendi i¢indeki ¢atismalari, bastirilmig
duygulari ve 6fkesini temsil eder. Bu, Amerikan toplumunda bireysel irade

ile dogal diirtiiler arasindaki dengeyi arama ¢abalarini da simgeler.
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5.6.2 Mitolojik Benzerligi ile Halk Bilimsel Incelemesi: Hulk, mito-
lojik figiirlerle derin benzerlikler tagir. Yunan/Roma mitolojisinden Herak-
les ve Tiirk mitolojisinden Tepegoz gibi figiirler, Hulk'un i¢sel miicadelesi

ve kontrol temalarini bilmek i¢cin 6nemli paralellikler sunmakeadir.

Herakles (Roma mitolojisindeki adiyla Hercules), giicti ve ofkesiyle
bilinen bir figiirdiir. Hulk gibi, Herakles de hem fiziksel giicii hem de
ofkesini kontrol edemediginde kirilabilen bir kahramandir. Herakles, iki
gorevle ilgili suclar nedeniyle kendini kontrol etmeyi 6grenme siirecine
girer. Hulk'un hikayesi de Bruce Banner'in 6fkesini ve giiciinii kontrol

ederek toplumun hizmet etmeye ¢aligmasini yansitmakeadir.

Tirk mitolojisinde Tepegoz, fiziksel gii¢ ve farkliligiyla dikkat geker,
ancak kontrolsiiz gii¢ nedeniyle gevreye zarar verir. Hulk da benzer sekilde,
kontrol edilemeyen giicii nedeniyle toplum tarafindan tehdit olarak algi-
lanir. Tepeg6z, toplumdan diglanan ve bir tehdit olarak goriilen bir figiir-
diir. HulK'un toplumdan diglanmast ve yalnizlig1, bu mitolojik karakterle
paralellik tagimakeadir. Tepegdz, insanin dogasinin karanligini ve kontrol
edilemeyen temsil eder. Hulk'un 6fkesi ve yikim giicii, bu temay1 modern
bir sekilde isler.

5.6.3 Amerikan Degerlerini Temsili: Hulk, olaganiistii bir giicii sem-
bolize eder, ancak bu gii¢ kontrol edilemediginde yikict hale gelir. Bu,
Amerikan toplumunun giiciiniin ve kontroliiniin 6nemini gosterir. Hulk,
bireylerin igsel catigmalart ve bu siiregtekilerle yiizlesme gereklilikleri is-
ler. Bruce Banner’in resmi zekast ile Hulk'un saf 6fkesi, insanin dogasinin
iki uzanusini temsil eder. Hulk, bilim ve teknolojik potansiyel giiciinii ve
yayilmanin dogurabilecegi sonuglari temsil eder. Bu, Soguk Savas dénemi-
nin niikleer korkularr ile baglanulidir. Hulk, yikici giice ragmen, ihtiyag
duyuldugunda insanlari koruma gorevini tistlenir. Bu, Amerikan degerle-

rinde gli¢lii bireylerin bireylerin hizmetlerinin 6zelliklerini yansitmaktadir.

5.6.4 Kimlik Insasina Katkis:: Hulk, Amerikan kisiliginde bireyin

bireysel giictinii ve bu giiciin toplumsal faydasini saglayacak sekilde yon-
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lendirme miicadelesini temsil eder. Hulk'in hikayesi, Amerikan toplumun-
da ofke, gii¢ ve kontrol gibi evrensel temalarin bir devamidir. Hulk, bireyin
kendi bedenindeki giiglerini tanima ve kontrol etme siireci isler. Ancak,
Amerikan kisiliginde bireyin kendine hakim olmasi ve giiciin olumlu bir
sekilde kullanma gerekliligini vurgular. Hulk'un toplum tarafindan dis-
lanmasi, farkliliklarin kabul edilmesi ve toplumsal siirecin déniistiiriilme

siireci bir metafordur.

5.7 Captain America: Milliyetgilik ve Fedakarlik

5.7.1 Kiiltiirel Baglam: Kaptan Amerika, Ikinci Diinya Savasi sira-
sinda yaratild: ve savas ddnemi milliyetciligi ile Amerikan degerlerinin yii-
celtilmesi igin bir propaganda araci olarak tasarlanmustir. Ilk ¢izgi roman
kapaginda Adolf Hitler'e yumruk atillirken Kaptan Amerika, Amerika'nin
Nazilerin gézaltina alinmasinin ve 6zgiirlitk miicadelesinin bir simgesi ol-

mustur.

Savas donemi boyunca Amerikan askerlerinin ahlaki degerleri, ayni za-
manda halkin 6zgiirliigii, adalet ve milliyetcilik degerleri desteklenmistir.
Savas zamaninda Kaptan Amerika, sadece Amerikan degerleri degil, ayni
zamanda evrensel adalet ve insan haklari gibi idealleri savunan bir figiir

haline gelmistir.

5.7.2 Mitolojik Benzerligi ile Hallk Bilimsel Incelemesi: Kaptan
Amerika, mitolojik figiirlerle gii¢lii benzerlikler tasimaktadir. Yunan/Roma
mitolojisinden Perseus ve Tiirk mitolojisinden Boga¢ Han gibi figiirler,
Kaptan Amerika'nin kahramanlik ve fedakérlik temalarini 6grenilebilmesi

icin 6nemli paralellikler sunar.

Perseus, Medusayr alt etmek i¢in bir kalkan kullanir ve bu, Kaptan
Amerika’nin sembolik kalkaniyla benzerlik gosterir. Her iki figiir de kalka-
n1 yalnizca bir savunma araci olarak degil, ayni zamanda bir adalet sembo-
lii olarak da kullanmaktadir. Perseus, hem kendi halkini hem de digerlerini
korumak i¢in tehlikeye atilir. Benzer sekilde, Kaptan Amerika da ozgiirlitk
ve adalet icin fedakarlik yapar.
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Boga¢ Han, Dede Korkut hikayelerinde halkini koruyan ve adaleti
savunan bir liderdir. Kaptan Amerika'nin koruyucusu ve halkin yaninda
duran kimligi, Boga¢ Han’in gérevinin bilinciyle benzerlik tagimaktadir.
Bogac Han, gostergeyi yonetmeyi ve adaleti yonlendiren bir figiirdiir. Ben-
zer sekilde, Kaptan Amerika da hem savas alaninda hem de toplumsal dii-

zeyde bir liderdir.

5.7.3 Amerikan Degerlerini Temsili: Kalkaninda Amerikan bayragi-
nin renklerini tasiyan Kaptan Amerika, Amerikan vatanseverliginin somut
bir semboludiir. Ancak bu milliyetcilik, baskicr degil, 6zgiirlitk ve adaletin
bir anlayisint yansitir. Steve Rogers, fiziksel olarak zayif olmasina ragmen
direnmeye goniillii olan bir figiirdiir. Bu, Amerikan degerlerinde fedakar-
lik ve liderligi temsil eder. Steve Rogers'in siiper asker serumu almadan
once gosterdigi azim ve cesaret, Amerikan Rilyas’'nin bir devamidir. Bi-

reysel cabanin ve ayrintilarin 6n planda oldugu bir idealizmi temsil eder.

5.7.4 Kimlik Insasina Katkast: Kaptan Amerika, Amerikalilarin ide-
alize edilmis bir lider ve savunucusu olmustur. Amerikan kisiliginde va-
tanseverligin, cesaretin ve 6zgiirligiin arttrilmasini vurgular. Savas sonra-
sinda, Kaptan Amerika' nin misyonunun milliyet¢iligin degisimi evrensel
insan haklar1 ve adaleti savunmaya yoneldi. Bu, Amerikan diinyasinin
kiiresel sagligi, adaleti ve insan haklarinin savunulmasi idealini yansitmak-
tadir. Kaptan Amerika, bireysel fedakarlik ve toplumsal fayda arasindaki
dengeyi temsil eder. Steve Rogers, kendi istek ve ihtiyaglarinin ¢ikarlar

ugruna fedakar bir figiirdiir.

Sonug

Amerika Birlesik Devleti’nin ulus kimlik insast siireci, tarihi ve kiiltii-
rel unsurlarin harmanlanmasiyla ortaya ¢ikmis olan karmagik bir yapidir.
Gogmenlik, ¢okkiiltiirliiliik ve anayasal degerler, Amerikan kimlik inga-

stnin temel taglaridir. Ancak bu ortak kimligin modern ¢agda daha genis
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kitlelere aktarilmast ve yeni nesiller tarafindan benimsenmesi siirecinde
cizgi film kahramanlari gibi popiiler kiiltiir figiirleri 6nemli bir rol oyna-

maktadir.

Stiper kahramanlar, Amerikan degerlerini somutlastiran, bunlari ulusal
ve uluslararast boyutta yayan semboller olarak bir gorev tstlenmektedir.
Superman’in gogmenlik hikayesi, Wonder Woman'in cinsiyet esitligi vur-
gusu, Batman’in adalet arayigi, Iron Man’in teknoloji ve inovasyona olan
bagliligi, Thor'un mitolojik kokenine dayali evrensel erdemleri, Hulk'un
icsel catigmalari ve Captain America'nin fedakarligi ve vatanseverlik tema-
lar;, Amerikan tasarimiyla sekillendirilmis ve gii¢lendirilmis unsurlar ola-

rak one ¢ikmakeadir.

Cizgi film kahramanlarinin kimlik ingasindaki rolii, yalnizca Ameri-
kan kimlik ingast icin degil, kiiresel 6l¢ekte kimlik olusturma icin genis
bir alanda 6nemli bir 6rnek teskil etmektedir. Bu kahramanlar, geleneksel
kiiltiir ve mitolojinin modern bir yorumla masallardan ¢izgi filmlere gecis
yapilarak nasil yeniden canlandirilabilecegini ve kiiltiirel degerlerin popii-
ler bir format araciligtyla genis kitlelere nasil aktarilabilecegini gostermek-
tedir. ABDonin ¢izgi film kahramanlari, bu yarauci kiiltiirel model araci-
ligiyla, ulus kimligi ve kolektif bellegin insasinda modern bir arag olarak
degerlendirilmistir. Bir halkbilimcinin, sadece ge¢misi aragtiran ve bugiinii
yorumlayan degil, ayni zamanda gelecegi de kurgulayan bir kimlige sa-
hip olma (Ozdemir, 2001: 113) gerekliligi burada da 6n plana gikmalidr.
Uzun bir dénem boyunca toplumun kiiltiirel 6gretilerini ve degerlerini
masal ile pekistirmesinin giintimiizde teknoloji ile birlikte ¢izgi filmlere

doniismesi halk bilimci arastirmacilar tarafindan incelenmelidir.

Bu ¢aligmada yapilan analiz, Marvel ve Hollywood kahramanlarinin
eski mitolojilerle ne denli 6rtiistiigiinii ve bu kahramanlarin toplumsal
kimligin olusumuna nasil katki sundugunu gdstermektedir. Cizgi film ve
¢izgi roman karakterlerinin kiiltiirel aidiyet olusturmadaki rolii, gliniimiiz
cocuklarinin ve genglerinin bu kahramanlarla kurdugu giilii baglar sa-
yesinde artmaktadir. Bu kahramanlar, modern ¢agin mitolojik figiirleri

olarak topluma rehberlik ederken, toplumun ortak degerlerini ve normla-
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rin1 da aktarmaktadir. Yunan, Roma ve Tiirk mitolojilerinde yer alan kah-
ramanlar ile Marvel ve Hollywood evrenindeki karakterler arasindaki bu
benzerlikler, kahramanlarin evrensel temalar etrafinda sekillendigini ve bu
figtirlerin toplumlarin aidiyet duygusunu giiclendirdigini gostermektedir.
Bu bakimdan ¢izgi film kahramanlari, modern toplumlarin toplumsal bel-
leginde 6nemli bir yere sahiptir ve kiiltiirel stirekliligi saglama konusunda

bityiik bir etki yaraur.

Supermar’in Zeus veya Oguz Kagan'la; Wonder Woman'in Athena
veya Tomris Hatun'la; Batman'in Hades veya Koroglu'yla, Hulk’'un Tepe-
g6z ile kurdugu benzerlikler, modern Amerikan kiiltiiriiniin evrensel anla-
uilartyla bag kurmaya devam etmektedir. Bu benzerlikler, halk biliminde,
modern mitlerin geleneksel mitlerle olan siirekliligini gézlerin 6niinde se-
rer. Mitolojik figiirler, ge¢misteki toplumlarin kimliklerini sekillendiren ve
birlestirici semboller haline gelmisken, ¢izgi roman kahramanlart modern
toplumda ayni isleyisi iistlenmistir. Ozgiirliik, adalet, bireysel sorumluluk,
yonetim ve fedakarlik gibi degerler, bu kahramanlar araciligiyla hem ulusal
hem de uluslararasi diizeyde yayilmistr. Sonug olarak halk bilimi agisin-
dan degerlendirildiginde, bu kahramanlar, yalnizca Amerikan kiltirtiniin

temsiliyle kalmis, ayni zamanda evrensel bir kiiltiirel ikon haline gelmistir.

Halk bilimi a¢isindan degerlendirildiginde ¢izgi film kahramanlari, ge-
leneksel mitolojik figiirlerin modern versiyonlar: olarak kiiltiirel degerlerin
cesitliligini tagirken, ayni zamanda evrensel bir kimlik modeli de sunmak-
tadir. Bu nedenle, ¢izgi film kahramanlari, yalnizca Amerikan kiiltirtint
temsil eden semboller degil, ayni zamanda evrensel degerlerin dagitiminda
etkin bir ara¢ ve modern mitoloji anlayisinin bir pargast olarak kiiresel 6l-

cekte toplumsal yardimlagmanin giiglenmesine katk: saglamaktadir.
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Extended Summary

The construction of identity is one of the fundamental processes through
which individualsand societies define themselves, preserve collective memory,
and transmit cultural values to future generations. Identity is not merely
a personal matter of self-perception, but also a collective process through
which societies answer the question ‘who are we?’. In this process, symbols,
narratives, myths, heroes, historical memories and cultural representations
play a decisive role. In traditional societies, myths, epics, legends, fairy tales
and tales of heroism have served as important tools for creating a shared sense
of belonging and moral orientation. However, in modern societies, many of
these functions are increasingly being taken over by popular culture, mass

media, cinema, animation and comic book stories.

This study examines the role of American superheroes in the
construction of national identity from a cultural sociological and folklore-
based perspective. The main argument of the article is that superheroes
should not be viewed merely as fictional or entertainment-oriented
characters. On the contrary, they function as modern mythological figures
that reflect, reproduce and disseminate the moral, social and political
values of American society. Through comic books, animated productions,
cinema, television and digital media, superheroes have become powerful
symbolic figures conveying ideas such as justice, freedom, responsibility,
self-sacrifice, courage, technological progress, gender equality and social

belonging.

The United States possesses a unique historical and cultural background
when compared to older civilisations. As a nation shaped by immigration,
ethnic diversity, constitutional ideals and multicultural experiences, the
United States has relied heavily on cultural production in the formation
of a shared national identity. Unlike societies where collective identity is
deeply rooted in ancient ethnic continuity, American national identity has
generally been constructed through ideals, narratives, symbols and shared
cultural imagery. In this context, superheroes have emerged as symbolic
vehicles representing American values both domestically and on a global

scale.
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The article focuses on major superhero figures such as Superman,
Wonder Woman, Batman, Iron Man, Thor, the Hulk and Captain America.
Each of these characters embodies a specific dimension of American
identity. Superman represents migration, hope, moral responsibility and
the possibility of belonging to a new society. As a figure sent from Krypton
to Earth, he symbolically reflects the immigrant experience and the ideal
of serving the community where one finds a new home. His dual identity
as Clark Kent and Superman also expresses the tension between ordinary

life and moral duty.

Wonder Woman represents female strength, gender equality, peace and
leadership. Rooted in Amazonian mythology, this character reinterprets
ancient traditions of female warriors within a modern cultural context.
She demonstrates that heroism is not limited to male figures, but can also
be expressed through female courage, wisdom, compassion and leadership.
On the other hand, Batman represents justice, discipline, trauma and
social responsibility. Unlike many other superheroes, Batman does not
possess supernatural powers; his strength derives from his intelligence,
determination, moral discipline and his ability to transform personal pain

into public responsibility.

Iron Man symbolises technology, innovation, capitalism and ethical
transformation. Tony Stark’s journey from a weapons manufacturer to a
hero using technology to protect humanity reflects the ethical questioning
of technological power. His character emphasises the importance of
responsibility in the use of science, engineering, wealth and innovation.
Thor represents the adaptation of ancient mythological traditions to modern
popular culture. Although rooted in Norse mythology, his transformation
within American superhero culture demonstrates how ancient myths can

be reinterpreted and globalised through modern media.

The Hulk represents inner conflict, uncontrolled power, anger, fear
and the struggle for self-control. Bruce Banner’s transformation into the
Hulk reflects the tension between reason and instinct, science and danger,

civilisation and destructive power. In this sense, the Hulk embodies the
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anxieties of the modern age, particularly those concerning nuclear power,
scientific experiments and the limits of human control. Finally, Captain
America symbolises patriotism, self-sacrifice, civic duty, moral courage and
collective responsibility. Created during the Second World War, Captain
America became a symbolic representation of American resistance against

oppression and injustice.

The study also demonstrates that these modern superheroes share
significant similarities with ancient mythological and folkloric figures
from different cultures. Superman can be compared to Zeus, Oguz Kagan
or messianic saviour figures; Wonder Woman to Athena, Diana or Tomris
Hatun; Batman to Hades or Kéroglu; Iron Man to Hephaistos; Thor to
ancient warrior gods and heroic figures; the Hulk to Heracles or Tepegoz;
and Captain America to Perseus or Boga¢ Han. These comparisons
demonstrate that tales of heroism continue to exist in new forms. Whilst
ancient societies used myths, epics and legends to express moral and
cultural ideals, modern societies use superheroes to fulfil similar symbolic

functions.

From a folklore perspective, superheroes can therefore be understood
as the contemporary bearers of mythical structures. They renew traditional
heroic patterns by adapting them to the needs, concerns and longings of
modern society. Their stories are not static; they are constantly reimagined
through comic books, films, animations, games and digital platforms. This
dynamic circulation endows them with a vibrant cultural function akin to

the oral tradition of ancient societies.

Consequently, American superheroes function as modern myths
that contribute to identity construction, the reinforcement of collective
memory and the transmission of cultural values. They embody both
specifically American ideals and universal human concerns. For this reason,
they should be analysed not merely as fictional characters or products
of popular culture, but also as symbolic figures that shape how modern
societies imagine themselves, how they educate new generations, and how

they convey their values to a wider world.
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HAKEMLI SDE AKADEMI DERGISi
YAZIM KURALLARI

I. Genel Kurallar

Stratejik Diistince Enstitiisit (SDE) Akademi Dergisi yilda ti¢ say:
(Ocak, Mays, Eyliil) olarak yayimlanan hakemli akademik bir dergidir.

Dergi; uluslararasi iligkiler, sosyal bilimler, ekonomi — finans, hukuk,
siyaset bilimi ve kamu yonetimi, giivenlik, enerji alanlarinda aragtirma ve

incelemeye dayali caligmalara yer vermektedir.

SDE Akademi Dergisi'ne Tiirk¢e gonderilecek makaleler i¢in 150-
250 kelimelik Ingilizce 6zet, Ingilizce gonderilecek makaleler igin 150-
250 kelimelik Tiirkge 6zet verilmesi gerekmektedir. Tiirkge yazilan makale
so- nuna 750 kelimeden az olmamak kaydiyla Genisletilmis Ingilizce 6zet
“Extended Summary” eklenecektir. Ayni sekilde Ingilizce yazilan makale-
ler icin makale sonuna 750 kelimeden az olmamak kaydiyla “Genisletilmis
Ozet” eklenecektir. Verilen Tiirkge ve Ingilizce 6zetler, ¢alismanin amacint,

yontemini, kapsamini ve temel bulgularini kapsamalidir.

Hangi dilde yazilmis olursa olsun yazinin baslhiginin Tiirkge ve Ingilizce
olarak yaziya eklenmesi ayrica yine Tiirkce ve Ingilizce olarak (3) anahtar

sozctigiin belirtilmesi gerekmektedir.

Dergiye gonderilen yazilar baska bir yerde yayimlanmamis ya da ya-
yimlanmak iizere gonderilmemis olmalidir. Yazilarin uzunlugu 5.000-
8000 sozciik arasinda olmalidir. Yazilar yayimlanmak iizere kabul edildi-
ginde SDE Akademi Dergisi biitiin yayin haklarina sahip olacakur. Yayin
Kurulu'nun, makale kabulii konusunda hem igerik hem de bigim baki-

mindan nihai karar hakki saklidir.
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Dil ve anlaum bilimsel dl¢iilere uygun, acik ve anlagilir olmalidir. Ca-
lisma, iyi tanimlanmig bir problematige dayanmali ve bagliklar bu proble-
matikle uyumlu olmalidir. Yararlanilan kaynaklar, ¢alisgmanin kapsamini
yansitacak zenginlik ve yeterlikte olmalidur.

Yazarlar tarafindan sisteme yiiklenen makaleler edit6r kurulu tarafin-
dan incelenerek makalenin degerlendirilmeye alinip alinmamasina karar

verilir.

Dergiye verilecek yazilar Yaym Kurulu'nca ilk degerlendirilme yapil-
diktan sonra iki hakeme gonderilecek, hakemlerden gelecek rapor dog-
rultusunda yazinin basilmasina, rapor ¢ergevesinde diizeltilmesine, yazinin
geri cevrilmesine ya da ti¢lincii bir hakeme gonderilmesine karar verilecek
ve durum yazara en kisa siirede bildirilecektir. Yayimlanmayan yazilar ya-

zara geri gonderilmeyecektir.

Yazarlar unvanlarini, gérev yaptiklart kurumlari, haberlesme adresleri-
ni, telefon numaralarini, e-posta adreslerini ve Orcid (Open Researcher ve

Contributor ID) numarasini bildirmelidir. (http://orcid.org)

Yazardan diizeltme istenmesi durumunda, diizeltmenin en ge¢ (1) ay

icerisinde yapilarak Yayin Kurulu’'na ulagtirilmasi gerekmektedir.

SDE Akademi Dergisi'ne génderilen yazilarin yazim bakimindan son
denetimlerinin yapilmis oldugu, yazarin e-posta araciliiyla yazi igin “ba-
stla” verdigi kabul edilecektir. Yazi teslim edildikten sonra bask: diizeltme-
leri i¢in ayrica yazara gonderilmeyecektir. Bu nedenle yazim yanliglarinin

olaganin tizerinde olmasi yazinin geri ¢evrilmesi icin yeterli goriilecektir.

II. Yazim Kurallar:

Yazi, word formatinda, 1.5 satir araliginda, ana béliimlerinde 12 pun-
to; dipnot, 6zet, kaynakga, tablo gibi béliimlerinde ise 10 punto harf bii-
yukligiinde ve Times (New Roman) karakterinde yazilmalidir.

Yazinin giris ve sonug béliimlerine numara verilmemelidir. Izleyen bo-

liimler yalnizca ilk harfleri biiyiik olacak sekilde numaralandirilmalidir.
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III. Atflar, Dipnot ve Kaynakga:

Metin iginde yapilacak atflar ayrag icinde gosterilecektir. Kaynak¢a da
bu auf sistemine uygun olarak hazirlanacakur. Asagida farkli nitelikeeki
kaynaklarin metin igindeki atif ve kaynakgadaki yazilis bicimleri 6rneklerle

gosterilmistir:

Tek yazarli kitaplar ve makaleler:
Kitap i¢in metin ici yollama:
(Karpat, 2011:49).

Kaynakgada:
Karpat, Kemal H. (2011). Turk Siyasi Tarihi, Cev. Ceren Elitez, [stan-
bul: Timas Yayinlari.

Makale i¢in metin ici yollama:
(Tanrisever, 2015:11).

Kaynakeada:

Tanrisever, Oktay. (2015). “Energy Diplomacy in an Increasingly
In-terdependent and Globalizing World”, Energy and Diplomacy Journal,
1(1), s. 5-16

Editoryal yayinlar icinde yer alan makaleler:
Metin igindeki yollamada:
(Alpar, 2020: 273).

Kaynakeada:
Alpar, Giiray. (2020), “Clifford Geertz”, Erdem, T. (Ed.), Milliyetcilik,
Istanbul: Ortorite: 271-281.

Kurum yayinlar::
Metin i¢indeki yollamada:
(DPT, 1989: 145).
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Kaynakeada:
DPT (1989). Altinct Bes Yillik Kalkinma Plani, 1990-1994 (Ankara).

Internet kaynaklar::
Metin igindeki yollamada:
(Pinar, 2020).

Kaynakgada:

Pinar, Abuzer. (2020), “Corona Pozitif Faiz Negatif”, https://www.sde.
org.tr/abuzer-pinar/genel/corona-pozitif-faiz-negatif-kose-yazisi-16531,
(20.09.2020)

Metin igindeki yollamada:
(Disisleri Bakanligi, 2010).

Kaynakcada:
Disisleri Bakanligi (2010), http://www.mfa.gov.tr/default.tr.mfa (16.
06.2010).

Yollamalar disindaki agiklamalar i¢in dipnot kullanilmalidir.
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